M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

Senat or (s) Burton To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2973

AN ACT TO CREATE A PI LOT PROGRAM FOR THE CERTI FI CATI ON OF
VEDI CATI ON Al DES UNDER THE M SSI SSI PPI BOARD OF NURSI NG TO
PRESCRI BE THE PONERS OF THE BOARD OF NURSI NG REGARDI NG THE
CERTI FI CATI ON OF MEDI CATI ON Al DES, TRAI NI NG PROGRAMS,
CERTI FI CATI ON EXAM NATI ONS AND DI SCI PLI NARY HEARI NGS; TO PRESCRI BE
THE QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR APPLI CANTS FOR CERTI FI CATI ON AS A
VEDI CATI ON Al DES; TO PROVI DE FOR AN ADVI SCRY COUNCI L TO THE BQOARD
OF NURSI NG TO PROVI DE FOR THE DELEGATI ON OF THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF
VEDI CATI ON TO SUCH MEDI CATI ON Al DES; TO AUTHORI ZE SUCH MEDI CATI ON
Al DES TO ADM NI STER MEDI CATI ON TO RESI DENTS OF LONG TERM CARE
FACI LI TIES; TO PRESCRI BE THE REQUI REMENTS FOR RENEWAL OF
CERTI FI CATI ON, TO AUTHORI ZE THE BOARD OF NURSI NG TO ESTABLI SH
CERTAI N FEES NECESSARY FOR THE ADM NI STRATION OF THI S ACT; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) A pilot programfor certification of

nmedi cation aides is created under the M ssissippi Board of
Nur si ng.
(2) The goal of the nedication aide pilot programshall be:
(a) Provide stability to the long-term care nursing
wor kf orce in M ssi ssippi;
(b) Decrease staff turnover;
(c) Provide optimal health care to the residents of
| ong-termcare facilities in the state; and
(d) Augnent, not replace, the nursing care given to
residents in long-termcare facilities.
(3) The Board of Nursing is authorized and directed to:
(a) Adopt rules and regul ations on or before January 1,
2008, for certification of nedication aides by exam nation,
endorsenment, renewal and reinstatenent;
(b) Adopt rules and regul ati ons on or before January 1,
2008, for certified nedication aides training prograns, including

st andards and curricul a;
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(c) Mintain a permanent register of all certified
medi cati on ai des;

(d) Provide for periodic evaluation of training
pr ogr ans;

(e) Gant, deny or withdraw approval froma training
programthat fails to neet prescribed standards or fails to
maintain a current contract with the board;

(f) Develop, maintain and adm nister a certification
exam nation, or grant, deny or w thdraw approval of a
certification exam nation(s); and

(g) Conduct disciplinary hearings of certified
medi cati on ai des concerning the restriction, denial, suspension,
revocation and/or discipline of a certificate holder in any manner
specified in rules and regul ati ons of the board.

(4) To be eligible for application to the pilot prograns for
certification of nedication aides, an applicant shall:

(a) Be eighteen (18) years or ol der;

(b) Have a high school diplom or GED

(c) Be a certified nursing assistant with a valid
certification;

(d) Have at |east one (1) year's experience in
long-termcare facility as a certified nursing assistant;

(e) Have a letter of recomrendation from an
adm ni strator and/or director of nursing to enter the program

(f) Conplete a training program approved by the
M ssi ssi ppi Board of Nursing and pass a certification test for
certified nedication aide.

Al'l training prograns shall be M ssissippi Board of Nursing
approved vocational technical training program wth eighty (80)
hours of didactic and | aboratory instruction relating to
medi cati on adm nistration along wwth forty (40) hours of
supervised clinical practice in a |long-termcare approved
facility.
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The Board of Nursing may, in its discretion, refuse to accept
the application of any person who has been convicted of a crim nal
of fense under any provision of Title 97 of the M ssissippi Code of
1972, or any offense listed in Section 43-11-13(5), or any sex
of fense included in Section 45-33-23(g), as now or hereafter
anmended.

(5 (a) Medication aides shall pass a M ssissippi Board of
Nur si ng approved exam nation in order to be a certified nedication
ai de.

(b) A nedication aide shall adm nister prescription
medi cations only to residents of skilled nursing facilities and
only pursuant to the delegation of a registered nurse, or a
i censed practical nurse acting at the direction of a registered
nurse. Delegation shall be carried out in accordance with rules
adopted by the M ssissippi Board of Nursing.

(c) A nedication aide, in exercising the authority to
adm ni ster prescription nmedications pursuant to nursing
del egation, may adm ni ster prescription nedications in any of the
foll om ng categori es:

(i) Oal;

(i1) Topical;

(tii) Drops to eye, ear or nose;

(iv) Rectal and vaginal;

(v) PRN, of the above, if nursing assessnent is
conpleted prior to adm nistration.

(d) A nedication aide shall not adm nister prescription
medi cations in either of the foll ow ng categories:

(i) Medications that are controlled substances;
(i1) Medications requiring dosage cal cul ati ons.

(e) A nedication aide shall not adm nister prescription

medi cati ons by any of the follow ng nethods:
(i) Injections;
(i1) Intravenous therapy procedures.
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(f) Medication aides shall obtain continuing education
of twelve (12) hours every two (2) years on nedications and
application consistent with the functions of the certified
medi cati on ai de.

(6) An advisory council, including, but not limted to,
menbers of the M ssissippi Board of Nursing and the M ssissipp
Heal th Care Association Nursing Council is hereby established for
t he purpose of advising the M ssissippi Board of Nursing on the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Design and operation of pilot prograns;

(b) Content of course required to obtain certification,
i ncluding the exam nation to evaluate the ability to safely
adm ni ster nedications and the score needed to be attained to pass
t he exam nati on;

(c) Protection of the health and welfare of the
residents participating in the pilot program using nedication
ai des;

(d) Oher board rules to be adopted; and

(e) Any other issues the council considers relevant.

(7) Every certificate issued by the Board of Nursing to
practice as a certified nedication aide shall be renewed every two
(2) years. The certified nedication aide seeking renewal shal
submt proof of enploynent as a certified nmedication aide, proof
of having net continuing education requirenents adopted by the
Board of Nursing and any other official records required by the
Board of Nursing.

(8) The Board of Nursing shall establish nonrefundabl e fees
necessary for the adm nistration of this section, including, but
not limted to, fees for initial certification by initial or later
exam nation, renewal of certification, reinstatenent of a | apsed
certificate, endorsenent, initial review and approval of a
training program and |later review and approval of a training

progr am
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133 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
134 and after July 1, 2007.

S. B. No. 2973 *SS02/ R788. 1*

07/ SS02/ R788. 1 ST: Medication aides; create pilot program
PAGE 5 under Board of Nursing for certification of.



