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Senator(s) Gollott, Hewes To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO 2969

AN ACT TO REQUI RE CEMETERI ES TO BE REAQ STERED AND TO PROVI DE
THE NAVMVES AND ADDRESSES OF THE OMNERS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE
BOARD OF FUNERAL SERVI CE TO MAI NTAIN REG STER OF CEMETERI ES; TO
AMEND SECTI ONS 73-11-49 AND 73-11-63, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
CONFORM  AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Al ceneteries in the state shall register

with the M ssissippi State Board of Funeral Service. The
registration shall contain the follow ng information

(a) The nanme of the cenetery, the date of
incorporation, if incorporated, and the |ocation and boundaries of
the cenetery.

(b) The nane and addresses of the owners of the
cenmetery, or the officers and directors of the corporation.

(2) No later than thirty (30) days prior to the sale or
transfer of any cenmetery required to be registered, or the sale or
transfer of the controlling interest in a cenmetery corporation,
the transferor shall notify the board and submt such information
as may be required by the board.

(3) Any change in the addresses of the owners, officers or
directors shall be reported to the board within ten (10) days of
such change.

SECTION 2. Section 73-11-49, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-11-49. (1) The board is authorized to select fromits
own nenbership a chairman, vice chairman and secretary-treasurer.
El ection of officers shall be held at the first regularly

schedul ed neeting of the fiscal year.
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(2) Al menbers of the board shall be reinbursed for their
necessary traveling expenses and mleage incident to their
attendance upon the business of the board, as provided in Section
25-3-41, and shall receive a per diemas provided in Section
25-3-69 for every day actually spent upon the business of the
board, not to exceed twenty (20) days per year unless authorized
by a mpjority vote of the board.

(3) Al nonies received by the board shall be paid into a
special fund in the State Treasury to the credit of the board and
shal |l be used by the board for paying the traveling and necessary
expenses and per diemof the nenbers of the board while on board
busi ness, and for paying other expenses necessary for the
operation of the board in carrying out and invol ving the
provi sions of this chapter.

(4) The board shall enploy an adm nistrator of the board,
who shall have conpl ete supervision and be held responsi ble for
the direction of the office of the board, shall have supervision
over field inspections and enforcenent of the provisions of this
chapter, shall have such other duties as may be assigned by the
board, shall be responsible and answerable to the board. The
board may enpl oy such other clerical assistants and enpl oyees as
may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter, and
the ternms and conditions of such enploynent shall be determ ned by
the board in accordance with applicable state | aw and rul es and
regul ations of the State Personnel Board.

(5) The board, when it shall deem necessary, shall be
represented by an assistant attorney general duly appointed by the
Attorney General of this state, and nay al so request and receive
t he assi stance of other state agencies and county and district
attorneys, all of whomare authorized to provide the assistance
request ed.

(6) The board shall have subpoena power in enforcing the

provi sions of this chapter.
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(7) The board shall adopt and pronul gate rul es and
regul ations for the transaction of its business in accordance with
the provisions of the M ssissippi Adm nistrative Procedures Law
(Section 25-43-1 et seq.). No rule or regulation pronul gated by
the board affecting any person or agency outside the board shal
be adopted, amended or repeal ed without a public hearing on the
proposed action. The board shall give witten notice at | east
thirty (30) days in advance of any neeting with respect to any
proposed adoption, anmendnent or repeal of a rule or regulation of
the board, in accordance with the Adm nistrative Procedures Act,
as well as notifying the duly el ected presidents and secretaries
of the M ssissippi Funeral Directors Association and the
M ssi ssippi Funeral Directors and Mrticians Association, or their
successors.

(8) The board may designate the adm nistrator to perform
i nspections under this chapter, may enploy an individual to
perform such inspections or may contract w th any other individual
or entity to performsuch inspections. Any individual or entity
that perfornms such inspections shall have the right of entry into
any place in which the business or practice of funeral service
and/or funeral directing is carried on or advertised as being
carried on, for the purpose of inspection, for the investigation
of conplaints comng before the board and for such other matters
as the board may direct.

(9) The board shall not adopt any rule or regulation
pertaining to the transportation of dead bodies, and shall not
adopt any rule or regulation requiring dead bodies to be enbal ned
except as required by the State Departnent of Health's Rule 43 or
any subsequent rul e adopted by the departnent.

(10) The board shall keep a register of ceneteries in this

state and the nanes and addresses of the owners, officers or

directors of each cenetery. The board may adopt rul es and
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94 requlations to inplenent the registration program and may assess a

95 registration fee not to exceed One Hundred Dol | ars ($100. 00).

96 SECTION 3. Section 73-11-63, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
97 anended as follows:

98 73-11-63. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
99 authorize the regulation or licensing of ceneteries or cenetery

100 chapels by the board, except the registration program of

101 ceneteries and except the regulation or licensing of any funeral

102 establishnent operated by a cenetery. |In addition, nothing in
103 this chapter shall be construed to prevent or interfere with the
104 cerenonies, custons, religious rites or religion of any people,
105 denom nation, or sect, or to prevent or interfere with any

106 religious denom nation, sect or anybody conposed of persons of a
107 denom nation, or to prevent or interfere with any church or

108 synagogue fromhaving its commttee or conmttees prepare human
109 bodies for burial or the famlies, friends or neighbors of

110 deceased persons who prepare and bury their dead w thout charge.
111 SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
112 and after July 1, 2007.
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