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Senat or (s) Browni ng To: Environment Prot, Cons
and Water Res

SENATE BILL NO 2962
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 19-5-151, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
CLARI FY THE | NCORPORATI ON OF RURAL WATER ASSOCI ATI ONS | NTO WATER
DI STRI CT; TO PROVI DE THAT THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON SHALL
REVI EW CERTAI N DI SPUTES BETWEEN CUSTOVERS AND CERTAI N WATER
DI STRICTS WTH N THE THREE COASTAL COUNTI ES AFFECTED BY HURRI CANE
KATRI NA; TO PROVI DE FOR THE REPEAL OF SUCH REVI EW AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 19-5-151, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

19-5-151. (1) Any contiguous area situated within any
county of the state, and not being situated within the corporate
boundaries of any existing nunicipality, and havi ng no adequate
wat er system sewer system garbage and waste collection and
di sposal system or fire protection facilities serving such area,
may become incorporated as a water district, as a sewer district,
as a garbage and waste collection and disposal district, as a fire
protection district, as a conbined water and sewer district, as a
conmbi ned wat er and gar bage and waste coll ection and di sposal
district, as a conbined water and fire protection district, or as
a conbi ned water, sewer, garbage and waste collection and di sposal
and fire protection district, in the manner set forth in the
foll ow ng sections.

(2) |If the certificated area * * * of a nonprofit, nonshare

corporation chartered under the M ssissippi Nonprofit Corporation
Act for the purpose of owning and operating rural waterworks |ies

in one county, the corporation nay becone incorporated as a water

district in the manner set forth in Section 19-5-153(3). |If the

nonprofit, nonshare corporation's certificated area lies in nore
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than one (1) county, the procedure in Section 19-5-164 shall be
used.

SECTION 2. (1) In addition to the voluntary review and

arbitration of billing, rate and service disputes between a water
district and a custoner by the Public Service Comm ssion as

provi ded under Sections 19-5-177 and 77-3-6, a custoner nmay
petition the Public Service Conm ssion to investigate, review and
hold a hearing on billing, rate and service di sputes between the
custoner and a water district as provided in this section.

(2) If a custonmer files a petition with the Public Service
Comm ssion, the conm ssion shall investigate, review and hold a
hearing on the dispute if the follow ng conditions are net:

(a) The water district was forned under Section
19-5-151 et seq.;

(b) The water district had over three thousand ei ght
hundred (3,800) water connections at the tine of the dispute;

(c) The dispute is nore than Two Thousand Fi ve Hundred
Dol lars ($2,500.00) as provided in Section 77-3-6; and

(d) The water district lies within the three (3)
coastal counties affected by Hurricane Katri na.

(3) If the Public Service Comm ssion determ nes that the
rates, charges or fees to be unjust, unreasonable or unreasonably
discrimnatory, the rates, charges or fees shall be set aside and
the comm ssion shall determne and fix such rates, charges or fees
as provided under Section 77-3-39.

(4) This section shall repeal on July 1, 2009.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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