M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

© (00} ~ (o)} (93] A WNPE

N N DD DD N MDD P PP PP PR, R
o o0~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ N+, O

Senat or (s) Gordon To: County Affairs

SENATE BI LL NO. 2954

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 65-9-15, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
| NCREASE THE NUMBER OF COUNTI ES THAT MAY BY AGREEMENT EMPLOY THE
SAME COUNTY ENG NEER; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 65-9-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

65-9-15. Nothing herein shall prevent any county from
enpl oyi ng, by agreenent with not nore than six (6) other counties,
t he sane engineer to act as county engi neer for each and all of
said counties so agreeing. Each county engi neer shall give bond,
with sufficient surety, to be payable, conditioned and approved as
provided by law, in a penalty equal to Ten Thousand Dol | ars
($10,000.00). If a county engineer is engineer for tw (2) or
nore counties, the same bond shall serve as said engineer's bond
in and for each county, respectively, and the prem um on said bond
and the salary and expenses of such engi neer and assi stants shal
be divided between and paid by the counties for whomhe is so
enpl oyed in such proportions as may be agreed upon by said
counties. In the event any county is unable to obtain the
services of a conpetent engineer, the transportation commi ssion
may | oan such county an engineer, if available, for a specified
period of tinme, by granting such engineer a | eave of absence for
such period without |oss of any benefits accruing to himby reason
of length of service; and such tinme so spent on such | eave of
absence shall be counted as part of such engineer's |ength of

service with the Departnent of Transportation. The salary of such
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engi neer so | oaned shall be paid by the county or the counties to
whom he is | oaned.

The sal ary and ot her expenses, including the prem umon al
bonds, of the county engineer and his assistants shall be paid by
the county or counties enploying such county engi neer and
assistants. Any salary limtations or ceiling heretofore placed
by Iaw on the salary of a county engineer is hereby renoved as to
county engi neers enployed under the ternms of this chapter. In
lieu of salary and other expenses, any county nmay enploy a
regi stered civil engineer on a fee basis for furnishing conplete
engi neering services on state aid projects. Engineering costs,
including the salaries or fees of the county engineer, incurred on
state aid projects may be paid fromstate aid funds allocated to
said county or counties, with the nethods of paynents to be
approved by the State A d Engi neer under regul ati ons pronul gat ed
by the State A d Engi neer; however, unless the project is being
partially funded with federal funds, no such costs shall be paid
to the county fromstate aid funds prior to the approval for
advertisenment for bids for a project by the State Aid Engi neer. If
the project is being partially funded with federal funds, the
State Al d Engi neer may approve paynent of a portion of such costs
fromstate aid funds prior to the approval for advertisenent for
bi ds.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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