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Senat or(s) Fillingane To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2942

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-157-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO DELETE CERTAI' N FI NANCI AL NEED REQUI REMENTS FOR ELIG BILITY FOR
THE STUDENT TUI TI ON ASSI STANCE PROGRAM FOR PUBLI C AND PRI VATE
COLLEGES AND UNI VERSI TI ES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 37-157-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-157-1. (1) The tuition at any institution of higher
education in the state shall be paid by the state on behal f of any
student who enrolls in such a school to pursue an acadenic
under gr aduat e degree, who applies for the paynent thereof, and who
neets all of the follow ng qualifications:

(a) Actual residence in Mssissippi during the
twenty-four (24) nonths i medi ately preceding university
enrol I ment. For the purposes of this paragraph, residency shal
be denonstrated by proof of the following as required by the
admi ni steri ng agency:

(i) If registered to vote, being registered in
M ssi ssi ppi .
(ii) If licensed to drive a notor vehicle, being
i n possession of a Mssissippi driver's |icense.
(itii) If owning a notor vehicle |ocated within
M ssi ssi ppi, being in possession of M ssissippi registration for
t hat vehicle.
(iv) If earning an inconme, having filed a
M ssi ssi ppi state incone tax return and having conplied with state

income tax | aws and regul ati ons.
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(b) Having a parent or guardian who is a domciliary of
M ssi ssi ppi .

(c) Gaduation fromhigh school within the two (2)
years preceding the application with a m ni mum cunul ati ve grade
poi nt average of 2.5 calculated on a 4.0 scale.

(d) Successful conpletion of seventeen and one-hal f
(17-1/2) units of high school course work (G ade 9 |evel or
hi gher) which constitutes a core curriculumand neets standards
for adm ssion to the desired college or university. The core
curriculumis defined as foll ows:

(1) English 1, I'l, I'll and IV (four (4) units).

(i) Agebral and Il (tw (2) units).

(iii1) Geonetry, Trigononetry, Calculus or
conpar abl e Advanced Mat hematics (one (1) unit).

(iv) Biology (one (1) unit).

(v) Chemstry (one (1) unit).

(vi) Earth Science, Environnental Science,

Physi cal Science, Biology Il, Chemstry Il or Physics (one (1)
unit).

(vii) American History (one (1) unit).

(viii) Wrld Hstory, Wrld Cultures, Wstern
Cvilization or Wrld Geography (one (1) unit).

(ix) GCvics and/or Economcs (one (1) unit).

(x) Fine Arts Survey (one (1) unit; or substitute
two (2) units of performance courses in nusic, dance or theater;
or substitute two (2) units of studio art courses).

(xi) Foreign Language (two (2) units in a single
| anguage) .

(xii) Conputer Science, Conputer Literacy or Data
Processing (one-half (1/2) unit).

(xiii) Electives fromthe above (one (1) unit).
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(e) Having a conposite score on the Anmerican Coll ege
Test of at |east twenty (20) on the 1989 version or an equival ent
concordant val ue on an enhanced version of such test.

(f) Having no crimnal record, except for m sdenmeanor
traffic violations.

(2) For purposes of this section:

(a) "Institution of higher education" shall nmean any of
the follow ng institutions of higher |learning or community or
junior colleges located in Mssissippi: Alcorn State University,
Delta State University, Jackson State University, M ssissipp
State University, Mssissippi University for Winen, M ssissipp
Vall ey State University, University of M ssissippi, University of
Sout hern M ssi ssi ppi, Coahoma Community Col | ege, Copi ah-Lincoln
Community Col | ege, East Central Community Col |l ege, East
M ssi ssi ppi Community Col | ege, Hi nds Conmunity Coll ege, Hol nes
Community Col | ege, Itawanba Community Col | ege, Jones County Juni or
Col | ege, Meridian Community College, M ssissippi Delta Community
Col I ege, M ssissippi @Gulf Coast Conmunity Coll ege, Northeast
M ssi ssippi Community Col | ege, Northwest M ssissippi Comrunity
Col |l ege, Pearl River Comrunity Coll ege, Sout hwest M ssi ssipp
Community Col | ege, Bel haven Col | ege, Bl ue Muntain Coll ege,

M| saps Coll ege, M ssissippi College, Rust College, Tougal oo
Coll ege, WIlliam Carey Col |l ege, Mary Hol nes Col | ege, Magnolia
Bi bl e Col | ege and Wod Col | ege.

(b) "Tuition" shall mean the senester or trinester or
termcharges and all required fees inposed by an institution of
hi gher education as a condition of enrollment by all students.
However, for a two-year nonpublic institution of higher education
defined in paragraph (a), the tuition paynents shall not exceed
the average charges and fees required by all of the two-year
public institutions of higher education defined in paragraph (a),

and for a four-year nonpublic institution of higher education
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defined in paragraph (a), the tuition paynents shall not exceed
the average charges and fees required by all of the four-year
public institutions of higher education defined in paragraph (a).

(3) The tuition at any institution of higher education in
the state shall be paid by the state on behalf of any student who
enrolls in such a school to pursue an academ ¢ undergraduate or
associ ate degree, who applies for the paynent thereof, and who
nmeets the qualifications enunerated in paragraphs (a), (b), (f)
and (g) of subsection (1) but who fails to neet one (1) of the
particul ar requirenents established by paragraph (c), (d) or (e)
of subsection (1) by an anount of ten percent (10% or |ess.

(4) To maintain continued state paynent of tuition, once
enrolled in an institution of higher education, a student shal
neet all of the foll ow ng requirenents:

(a) Make steady academ c progress toward a degree,
earning not less than the m ni nrum nunber of hours of credit
required for full-time standing in each academ c period requiring
such enrol | nment;

(b) Maintain continuous enrollnent for not |ess than
two (2) senesters or three (3) quarters in each successive
academ c year, unless granted an exception for cause by the
adm ni stering agency;

(c) Have a cunul ative grade point average of at | east
2.5 calculated on a 4.0 scale at the end of the first academc
year and thereafter maintain such a cumul ative grade point average
as evaluated at the end of each academ c year; and

(d) Have no crimnal record, except for m sdeneanor
traffic violations. * * *

* x ok

(5) The provisions of this chapter shall be adm ni stered by

the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning in

conjunction with the State Board for Comrunity and Juni or
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Col |l eges. The board may provide by rule for all matters necessary
for the inplenentation of this chapter.
(6) By rule, the board shall provide for

(a) A nechanismfor informng all students of the
avai lability of the assistance provided pursuant to this chapter
early enough in their schooling that a salutary notivational
effect is possible.

(b) Applications, forns, financial audit procedures,
eligibility and other program audit procedures and other matters
related to efficient operation.

(c) A procedure for waiver through the 1996- 1997
academ c year of the programeligibility requirenment for
successful conpletion of a specified core curricul umupon proper
docunent ation by the applicant that failure to conply with such
requirenent is due solely to the fact that the required course or
courses were not available to the applicant at the school
at t ended.

* * %

(7) An appropriation of funds may annually be made to the
board sufficient to cover, in addition to any other avail able
funds, the costs of tuition required to be paid, both initial and
continuing, for the comng academ c year. All such paynents shal
be made directly to the institution to which such tuition is due
after notice to the school that the state shall pay the tuition of
a student and after notice fromthe school that the student has
actual ly enroll ed.

(8) The board may seek, accept and expend funds from any
source, including private business, industry, foundations and
ot her groups as well as any federal or other governnental funding
avai l able for this purpose.

(9) No student shall receive a grant pursuant to this

chapter in an anmount greater than the tuition charged by the
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156 school. The student nust apply for a federal grant prior to

157 receiving state funds.

158 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
159 and after July 1, 2007.
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