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Senat or (s) Harden To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2936

AN ACT TO ASSI ST ELI G BLE STUDENTS TO TRANSFER FROM TWO- YEAR
PUBLI C COLLEGES TO FOUR- YEAR PUBLI C UNI VERSI TI ES; TO PROVI DE
ELI G BI LI TY REQUI REMENTS AND CONDI TI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) There is created the M ssissipp

Communi ty/ Juni or Col | ege Transfer Schol arship Fund. The purpose
of this fund is to assist eligible students to transfer froma
t wo-year M ssissippi public community or junior college to a
public four-year M ssissippi public institution of higher
| earning. The fund shall consist of all nonies appropriated to
the fund by the Legislature and any gifts, grants or donations
that may be received fromany source, public or private. Monies
in the fund may be used solely for the purpose of awarding
schol arshi ps under this section. Interest earned on the
i nvestnment of nonies in the fund nust be returned and deposited to
the credit of the fund.
(2) This subsection addresses eligibility requirenments for

t hose students who are transferring froma two-year M ssissipp
public conmunity or junior college to a four-year M ssissipp
public institution of higher |earning. Wen making initial
application for the schol arship, the students nmust neet the
fol |l owi ng requirenents:

(a) Be a United States citizen or eligible noncitizen
and registered with the Selective Service, if required.

(b) Have actually resided in M ssissippi during the
twelve (12) nonths preceding enroll ment at any four-year

M ssi ssippi public institution of higher |earning.
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(c) Have a custodial parent or guardian who is a
resident of Mssissippi (if considered a dependent).

(d) Have no crimnal record.

(e) Must not have previously attended a four-year
institution of higher |earning.

(f) Must have earned at a m ni num sixty (60)
transferable hours froma M ssissippi public community/junior
college with a m ni mum cunul ati ve grade poi nt average of 3.00
cal cul ated on a 4.0 scale.

(g) Be enrolling or accepted for enrollnent as a
full-time undergraduate student at an eligible four-year
M ssi ssippi public institution of higher |earning pursuing a first
baccal aur eat e degree.

(h) File the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
( FAFSA) .

(i) Be Pell eligible.

(j) Be in compliance with the terns of both federal and
state-aid prograns.

(k) Total award package will not exceed the
institution's cost of attendance or sone other limtation
established by the institution which may be | ess than the cost of
attendance when the scholarship is added to the award package. |If
an over award occurs, the scholarship will be reduced.

(I') Be in compliance with the terns of both federal and
state-aid prograns.

(3) To maintain continued eligibility for the schol arship
once enrolled in college, a student nust neet all of the follow ng
requi renents:

(a) Make academ c progress toward a degree, earning not
| ess than the m ni mum nunber of hours of credit required for
full-time standing each senester or trinester requiring such

enrol | nent.

S. B. No. 2936 *SS02/ R1175*
07/ SS02/ R1175
PAGE 2



60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92

(b) Maintain continuous enrollnent at the sane
four-year M ssissippi public institution of higher learning as a
full-time undergraduate student (excluding sumrer sessions) for
not less than two (2) senesters in each successive academ c year,
unl ess granted an approval for transfer of award or in the case of
wi t hdrawal from school, granted an exception for cause by the
M ssissippi Ofice of State Student Financial Aid.

(c) Have a cunul ative grade point average of at | east
3.00 calculated on a 4.0 scale at the end of each academ c year.

(d) Have no crimnal record, except for m sdeneanor
traffic violations.

(e) File the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) annual ly.

(f) Be Pell eligible.

(g) Continue to maintain M ssissippi residency.

(h) Be in conmpliance with the ternms of federal and
ot her state-aid prograns.

(4) Failure to maintain academc eligibility and/or
full-time enrollment (other than withdrawal) will result in
per manent cancellation of the recipient's eligibility for the
schol arship. Wthdrawal from school will result in cancellation
of the recipient's eligibility for the schol arshi p; however, the
student may file an appeal for reconsideration with the
M ssissippi Ofice of State Student Financial Ad and may be
granted an exception for cause.

(5 Al applicants for funding are notified whether eligible
or not. |If an applicant nust provide additional information,
he/ she should respond in witing by the specified deadline.

(6) Universities and community/junior colleges wll report
certain data about applicants/recipients, including, but not
limted to:

(a) Confirmation that award recipients are enrolled

full time each senester
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(b) Confirmation of the continuing eligibility of award
reci pients at the conpletion of each academ c year (ending after
each spring senester or trinester), including the follow ng:

(i) Total nunber of hours earned during the
specific academ c year (excluding sumer).

(ii) Cunul ative grade point average.

(tii) Notify the Ofice of State Student Financi al
Aid if an award recipient fails to enroll or subsequently
W t hdr aws.

(3) To prevent the student's total financial assistance
awards from exceeding the institution's cost of attendance or sone
other limtation established by the institution which may be | ess
than the cost of attendance, the institution may reduce the anount
paid by the scholarship and refund the anobunt to the M ssissipp
O fice of Student Financial A d.

(7) The maxi mum annual award that may be nmade under the
schol arshi p program shall be Three Thousand Dol | ars ($3, 000. 00).
Students classified as juniors may receive a maxi numof two (2)
annual awards or, in those instances when a degree program
requires five (5) years for conpletion, three (3) annual awards.

(8) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning shall pronulgate rules and regul ati ons necessary to carry
out the purposes and intent of this section. The Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning shall be the
adm ni stering agency of the program

(9) It is the intent of the Legislature to fully fund
schol arships to eligible students under this program |f funds
are insufficient to fully fund scholarships to all eligible
applicants, the board shall award the schol arships to students
wor king toward their first degree on a first-cone, first-served
basi s; however, priority consideration nust be given to persons

previously receiving schol arshi ps under the programwho are naki ng
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125 steady academ c progress toward conpl etion of a baccal aureate
126 degree.

127 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
128 and after July 1, 2007.
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