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Senator(s) Walls To: Public Health and
Wl fare; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2933

AN ACT TO DI RECT THE M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO
DEVELOP AND OPERATE TWO STDY HI V SPECI ALTY CLI NI CS | N UNDERSERVED
AREAS OF THE STATE BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2007; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

VWHEREAS, infection with the Human | mrunodefi ci ency Virus
(HI'V) is not curable but may be controlled through early detection
and access to specialty care, including antiretroviral
nmedi cati ons; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi Departnment of Health (MDH) reports a
total of 8,330 people living with HV di sease as of Decenber 31,
2005; and

VHEREAS, MDH surveillance data indicate that 4,244 or 51% of
t hese M ssi ssippians did not access care for their H'V disease in
2005; and

VWHEREAS, people living with H'V di sease who are not in care
typically have greater HV viral |loads and are nore likely to
transmt HV to anot her person; and

VWHEREAS, people who are also infected with any other sexually
transmtted di sease (STD) are nore likely to transmt HV to
anot her person; and

VWHEREAS, science-based, age-, culturally- and
linguistically-appropriate STDYH V prevention interventions reduce
the risk of becomng infected with HV, and

WHEREAS, the |ife expectancy of people living with HV
di sease who receive optimal nedical care is 24.2 years and the
undi scounted cost of this care is $618, 900. 00; and

VWHEREAS, the MDH has devel oped a highly successful STD/ H V

specialty center in the Jackson Medical Mall in collaboration with
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Mal | Services, LLC and the University of M ssissippi Medical
Center; and

VWHEREAS, north central M ssissippi and sout hwest M ssi ssipp
have limted access to primary H'V care; and

VWHEREAS, the statew de MDH AIDS Drug Assi stance Program
(ADAP) HIV viral nedication resource of |ast resort is now
spendi ng nore noney than allocated for that purpose in
M ssissippi's Ryan Wiite Title Il Award; NOW THEREFCRE,

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The State Board of Health is hereby enpowered and

directed to expand access to primary care for HV di sease, as
provided in Section 2 of this act, for not |ater than Decenber 31,
2007.

SECTION 2. The State Departnent of Health shall

(a) Develop and operate two (2) STDH V specialty
clinics based on the Crossroads Cinics nodel in the Jackson
Medical Mall in or near north central M ssissippi and sout hwest
M ssi ssi ppi ;

(b) Provide HHV antiretroviral nedications to any
M ssissippi living wwth HV di sease unable to pay and/or qualify
for various assistance prograns free of charge; and

(c) Incorporate science-based, age-, culturally- and
linguistically-appropriate STD/H V prevention and educati on
nmessages and interventions through clinic and outreach encounters
in the counties i mediately surrounding the clinics.

There is created a STDPH V fund in the State Treasury for
expenditure by the State Departnent of Health for the projects
aut hori zed under this act subject to appropriation therefor by the
Legislature. Any funds that are not expended by the end of the
fiscal year shall not |apse into the State General Fund.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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