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Senat or (s) Nunnel ee To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2927

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 73-38-11, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO REVI SE THE MEMBERSH P OF THE COUNCI L OF ADVI SORS I N
SPEECH- LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND AUDI OLOGY AND PRESCRI BE | TS
RESPONSI BI LI TI ES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 73-38-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-38-11. (1) There is established the M ssissippi Counci
of Advisors in Speech-Language Pat hol ogy and Audi ol ogy under the
jurisdiction of the Mssissippi State Board of Health. The

pur pose of the council is to advise the State Board of Health on

matters relating to the admnistration and interpretation of the

provi sions of this chapter.

(2) The council shall be conprised of seven (7) nenbers.
Two (2) council nenbers shall be speech-1anguage pathol ogi sts, two
(2) council nenbers shall be audiol ogists, and two (2) counci
menbers shall be a |licensed nenber of the health professions and a
menber of the public, both with an interest in the consunption of
speech- | anguage pat hol ogy or audi ol ogy services, with the seventh
council nenber being a |icensed physician * * *. Al counci
menbers who are speech-1 anguage pat hol ogi sts or audi ol ogi sts shal
at all tinmes be holders of active and valid licenses for the
practice of speech-language pathol ogy and audiology in this state
and shall be holders of the ASHA Certificate of Cinical
Conpet ence i n Speech-Language Pat hol ogy or Audiol ogy or its
equi val ent .

(3) * ** No nore than three (3) nenbers of the counci

shal | be appointed fromany one (1) Suprenme Court district as
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presently constituted. * * * Appoi ntnents nade shall be for
three-year terns, with no person being eligible to serve nore than
two (2) full consecutive terns. Terns shall begin on the first
day of the cal endar year and end on the |ast day of the cal endar
year.

(4) Not less than sixty (60) days before the end of each

cal endar year, nomnations to the Council of Advisors in

Speech- Language Pat hol ogy and Audi ol ogy nay be received by the

M ssi ssippi State Board of Health fromthe M ssissipp

Speech- Language- Heari ng Association * * * for the positions

represented by speech-|anguage pathol ogi sts or audi ol ogi sts, * * *

fromthe M ssissippi Medical Association for the position

represented by a licensed physician, and * * * fromlicensed

speech pat hol ogi sts and audi ol ogi sts for the positions represented

by |licensed nenbers of the health professions. |In the event of a

vacancy, the board shall, within thirty (30) days after such
vacancy, appoint a person fromthe previous list of nanes
submtted who shall fill the unexpired term

(5) The council shall elect annually fromits nmenbership a

chai rman and any other officers as necessary to carry out its

duties. The council shall neet at |least two (2) tinmes each year.

Further neetings may be convened at the call of the chairman or
the witten request of any two (2) council nenbers. Al neetings
of the council shall be open to the public, except that the
council may hold closed sessions to prepare, approve, grade or
adm ni ster exam nations, or upon request of an applicant who fails
an exam nation, to prepare a response indicating any reason for
his failure. * * *

(6) Four (4) nenbers of the council shall constitute a
quorum for all purposes, but in no instance shall a neeting of
four (4) council nenbers be considered a quorumif there is not at
| east one (1) speech-Ilanguage pathol ogi st and one (1) audi ol ogi st

present.
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62 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
63 and after July 1, 2007.
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