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Senat or (s) Nunnel ee To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2924

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 73-14-7, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE APPO NTMENT PROCESS FOR THE HEARI NG Al D ADVI SORY
COUNCI L; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 73-14-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
73-14-7. (1) The powers and duties of the M ssissippi State
Board of Health under this chapter are as foll ows:
(a) To authorize all disbursenments necessary to carry
out the provisions of this chapter.
(b) To supervise and adm ni ster qualifying exam nations
to test the know edge and proficiency of applicants for a |license.
(c) To license persons who apply to the board and who
are qualified to practice the fitting, dispensing and selling of
heari ng ai ds.
(d) To purchase and maintain or rent audionetric
equi pnent and facilities necessary to carry out the exam nation of
applicants for license.
(e) To issue and renew |licenses.
(f) To suspend or revoke licenses pursuant to this
chapter.
(g) To appoint representatives to conduct or supervise
t he exam ning of applicants for |icense.
(h) To designate the tinme and place for exani ning
applicants for license.
(i) To make and publish rules and regul ati ons not

inconsistent with the laws of this state which are necessary to
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carry out the provisions of this chapter, in conpliance with the
provi sions of Section 25-43-1 et seq., M ssissippi Code of 1972,
which is the Adm nistrative Procedures Law.

(j) To require the periodic inspection and calibration
of audionetric testing equipnent and to carry out the periodic
i nspection of facilities of persons who practice the fitting or
selling of hearing aids.

(k) To establish m ninmumrequirenments of test
procedures and test equipnent to be used in the fitting of hearing
aids pursuant to this chapter, also the retention of all fittings
and records of fittings by the dealer.

(1) To nmake appointnents to the Hearing Aid Advisory

Council as required under this chapter.

(2) The Hearing Al d Advisory Council appointed pursuant to
Section 73-14-7 is hereby continued and reconstituted as foll ows:

The council shall consist of seven (7) nenbers, each of whom

shal |l have practiced and resided for at least three (3) years in

the state, four (4) of whomare |licensed hearing aid specialists
who do not currently hold any other professional |icense regulated
by the State Board of Health, one (1) of whomis a |icensed
audi ol ogi st, one (1) of whomis a |icensed physician, board
certified in otol aryngol ogy, and one (1) of whomis a person of
the board's own choosing fromthe state at |arge, and said person
shall be hearing inpaired. The person of the board' s choosing
shall not be a nenber of nor have personal interest in any

organi zati on associated wth hearing aid specialists. The term of

appoi ntnent shall not exceed three (3) years, and no person shal

serve nore than two (2) full consecutive terns. No nore than
three (3) nmenbers shall be appointed to said council fromany one

(1) Suprenme Court district. Nomi nations for appointnents to the

Hearing Al d Advisory Council may be received by the M ssissipp

State Board of Health fromthe M ssissippi Hearing Al d Deal ers

Associ ation for the positions represented by |licensed hearing aid
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specialists, fromthe M ssissippi Speech and Hearing Associ ati on

for the positions represented by a |icensed audi ol ogi st, and from

the M ssissippi Medical Association for the position represented

by a licensed physician. Appointnents to the council to fill a

vacancy occurring for other than expiration of a termshall only
be made for the remai nder of the expired term The council shal
promul gate such rules and regul ations by which it shall conduct
its business. Menbers of the council shall receive no salary for
services perfornmed on the council but may be reinbursed for their
reasonabl e and necessary actual expenses incurred in the
performance of the sanme, from funds provided for such purpose.
The council shall assist and advise the board in the devel opnent
of regul ations and standards governing the |icensure of hearing
aid dealers. Council nenbers may be renoved fromoffice if found
guilty of any violation of any provision of this chapter. A
counci | nmenber subject to formal disciplinary proceedi ngs shal
disqualify hinmself fromany council business until the charge is
resolved. A nmenber nust also disqualify hinself fromany counci
busi ness on which he may not nake an objective eval uation and/or
deci si on.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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