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Senator(s) Tollison To: Insurance

SENATE BI LL NO. 2872

AN ACT TO REQUI RE HEALTH | NSURANCE POLI Cl ES THAT PROVI DE
BENEFI TS FOR NEUROLOG CAL DI SORDERS TO PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR THE
TREATMENT OF AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. As used in this section, "autism spectrum

di sorders" means neurol ogi cal disorders, usually appearing in the
first three (3) years of a person's life, that affect normal brain
functions and are typically mani fested by inpairments in

conmmruni cation and social interaction, as well as restrictive,
repetitive and stereotyped behavi ors.

(2) A contract or policy of an insurer that provides
benefits for neurol ogical disorders, whether under an individual
or group health insurance policy providing coverage on an
expense-incurred basis, an individual or group service contract
i ssued by a health mai ntenance organi zation, a self-insured group
arrangenent to the extent not preenpted by federal |aw or a
managed health care delivery entity of any type or description
shal | provide benefits and coverage for treatnent of autism
spectrum di sorders that are at | east as conpressive as those
provi ded for other neurol ogical disorders. These benefits and
coverage for treatnent shall be provided to any person | ess than
twel ve (12) years of age.

(3) Benefits provided for treatnment of autism spectrum
di sorders shall be subject to deductible and copaynent
requi renents and benefit limts that are no nore stringent than
t hose established for the treatnment of other neurol ogical

di sorders.
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(4) An insurer that provides benefits for neurol ogical
di sorders shall not refuse to renew policies, reissue policies, or
otherwi se termnate or restrict services to a person solely
because the person is diagnosed with an auti sm spectrum di sorder.

(5) The provisions of this section shall not expand the type
or scope of treatnent beyond that authorized for any other
di agnosed neur ol ogi cal disorder and shall be effective upon any
contract, policy or plan that is delivered, issued for delivery,
anended or renewed on or after January 1, 2008.

(6) Nothing in this section shall apply to accident-only,
speci fied di sease, hospital indemity, Medicare supplenent,
|l ong-termcare, or other limted benefit hospital insurance
poli ci es.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after January 1, 2008.
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