M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) Jordan, Jackson (11th), To: Public Health and
Thomas, C arke, Walls, Simmons Wl fare; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2869

1 AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON, ACTI NG

2 JONTLY WTH THE M SSI SSI PPI COMMUNI TY EDUCATI ON CENTER, TO

3 ESTABLI SH A PI LOT PROGRAM Al MED AT PREVENTI NG TEENAGE PREGNANCY;

4 TO PROVI DE THAT THE PI LOT PROGRAM W LL BE | MPLEMENTED I N THE EAST

5 TALLAHATCHN E CONSOLI DATED SCHOOL DI STRI CT FOR AN I NI TI AL PERI GD OF

6 TWO YEARS, BEG NNI NG I N THE 2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR, TO REQUI RE THE

7 DEPARTMENT TO REPORT TO THE LEQ SLATURE ON THE EFFECTI VENESS OF

8 THE PROGRAM BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 2008; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

9 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
10 SECTION 1. (1) The Legislature finds that national studies
11 rank the State of M ssissippi as having the highest rate of teen
12 pregnancy. |In 2004, the Delta region ranked higher in the
13 percentage of births to single nothers and nore specifically,

14 percentage of births to single teenagers, than the state average,
15 and nine (9) of the ten (10) counties in the state having the

16 highest percentage of births to single teens were in the

17 Mssissippi Delta region. The Legislature further finds that

18 preventing early childbearing would elimnate a huge anount of

19 poverty in the Delta, thereby revitalizing the region and

20 inproving the quality of life for all Delta region citizens.

21 (2) It is the intent of the Legislature that this act

22 establish an aggressive and focused strategy to reduce teen

23 pregnancy in the Delta through the establishment of a pil ot

24  program designed for one (1) school district which will serve as a
25 nodel for success in reducing teen pregnancy throughout the

26 region, as well as directing the m ndset of teenagers in the

27 region to one characterized by healthy, responsible choices.

28 (3) The State Departnment of Education, acting jointly with
29 the M ssissippi Cormunity Education Center, shall establish a

30 pilot program ainmed at preventing teenage preghancy. The pil ot
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programwi || be inplenented in the East Tall ahatchi e Consol i dat ed
School District for an initial period of two (2) years, beginning
in the 2007-2008 school year. During the first year of

i npl enentation, the State Departnment of Education, in its

di scretion, may expand the programto also include the Wst

Tal | ahat chi e Consol i dated School District.

(4) The pilot programcreated under this section will be
desi gned for students who are ten (10) years of age and ol der,
their parents and nenbers of the |local community. The State
Depart ment of Education shall devel op an age appropriate
curriculum ai med specifically at preventing teenage pregnancy and
educati ng expectant teen parents. The prevention of pregnancy
curriculumnust be integrated into the currently existing
curriculumfor students at each grade |evel, beginning with the
fifth grade, and incorporated into the students' ordinary school
day schedule. |In addition, students and parents shall be required
to participate in weekly sessions held in the evenings which
present neani ngful information pertaining to abstinence and
heal t hy choi ces on the part of teenagers.

(5) The State Departnent of Education shall establish
appropriate neasures to determ ne the success of the pil ot
program Before COctober 1, 2008, the departnent shall prepare and
submt a report to the chairpersons of the Education Conmttees of
t he House of Representatives and Senate on the effectiveness of
t he program and maki ng recomrendati ons on whether or not the pil ot
program shoul d be extended and expanded to include ot her school
districts throughout the Delta region. For purposes of this
section, the term"Delta region"” is defined as the western section
of the State of Mssissippi that |ies between the M ssissippi and
Yazoo Rivers, enconpassing in part or whole the counties of
Bolivar, Carroll, d aiborne, Coahoma, Hol nes, Hunphreys,
| ssaquena, Jefferson, Leflore, Panola, Quitman, Sharkey,

Sunfl ower, Tall ahatchie, Tunica, Warren, Washington and Yazoo.
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(6) In addition to those funds that may be appropriated by
the Legislature for this pilot program the State Departnent of
Educati on may recei ve and expend funds nade avail able to the
departnent from any source, including any federal or other
gover nnent al agency, private business, industry, foundation or
ot her organi zation, for the prevention of teen pregnancy pil ot
program Any state appropriations made for the support of the
program nust be nmade to the State Departnent of Education.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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