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Senat or (s) Burton To: Judiciary, Dvision B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2858

AN ACT TO CREATE THE "MOVE OVER' ACT; TO REQUI RE THE DRI VER
OF AN APPROACHI NG VEHI CLE TO Yl ELD THE RI GHT- OF-VWAY TO A
STATI ONARY EMERGENCY VEHI CLE THAT |'S USI NG FLASHI NG LI GHTS; TO
ENACT DEFI NI TI ONS; TO PRESCRI BE PENALTI ES; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Upon approaching an authorized energency

vehi cl e, recovery vehicle or highway maintenance vehicle that is
both stationary and using flashing lights, the person driving the
approachi ng vehicle, proceeding with due caution, shall:

(a) Yield the right-of-way by naking a | ane change into
a |lane not adjacent to that of the authorized energency vehicle
when on a hi ghway having at |east four (4) lanes with not |ess
than two (2) | anes proceeding in the sane direction as the
approaching vehicle, if possible considering safety and traffic
condi tions; or

(b) If changing | anes woul d be inpossible or unsafe,
reduce the speed of the vehicle while nmaintaining a safe speed for
road conditions and being prepared to stop.

(2) For the purposes of this section unless the context
clearly otherw se requires:

(a) Hi ghway mai ntenance vehicle neans a vehicl e used
for the maintenance of highways and roadways in this state that
is:

(i) Omed or operated by the M ssissipp
Department of Transportation, a county, a nunicipality, or other

political subdivision of this state; or
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(i1) Owed or operated by a contractor under
contract with the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation, a
county, a nmunicipality, or other political subdivision of this
state.

(b) Recovery vehicle neans a truck that is specifically
designed for tow ng a disabled vehicle or a conbination of
vehi cl es.

(c) Authorized energency vehicle neans any energency
vehi cl e described in Section 63-7-19.

(3) Awviolation of this section shall be a m sdeneanor
puni shable by a fine not to exceed Two Hundred Fifty Dol |l ars
($250. 00); provided that, should there be property danage to the
energency vehicle or bodily harmto the energency vehicle driver
resulting fromthe violation, the fine shall not exceed One
Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000. 00).

(4) This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of
an aut horized energency vehicle, a recovery vehicle, or a highway
mai nt enance vehicle fromthe duty to operate such vehicle with due
regard for the safety of all persons using the highway.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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