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Senat or (s) Burton, Harden To: Elections

SENATE BI LL NO. 2823

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-35, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO DELAY UNTIL JULY 1, 2009, THE DATE UPON WH CH REG STRATI ON OF
MUNI CI PAL VOTERS MJUST COWVPLY W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THE
STATEW DE ELECTI ONS MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

[Until January 1, 2009, this section shall read as follows:]

23-15-35. (1) The clerk of the municipality shall be the
registrar of voters of the nunicipality, and shall take the oath
of office prescribed by Section 268 of the Constitution. The
governing authorities shall provide suitable nunicipa
regi stration books, which shall conformas nearly as practicable
to the county registration books. The registrar shall, as nearly
as may be practicable, and where not otherw se provided, conply
with all the provisions of |law regarding state and county
el ections in keeping and naintai ning such regi stration books and
in registering voters thereon. Applications for registration as
el ectors of the municipality shall be nmade upon a triplicate form
provi ded by and prepared at the expense of the county registrar,
whi ch formshall conformas nearly as practicable to the
application for registration formprovided for in Section
23- 15- 39.

(2) The nunicipal clerk shall be authorized to register
applicants as county electors. The nunicipal clerk shall forward
notice of registration, a copy of the application for
regi stration, and any changes to the registrati on when they occur,

either by certified mail to the county registrar or by personal
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delivery to the county registrar provided that a nunbered receipt
is signed by the registrar in return for the descri bed docunents.
Upon recei pt of the copy of the application for registration or
changes to the registration, and if a review of the application
indicates that the applicant neets all the criteria necessary to
qualify as a county elector, then the county registrar shall nake
a determnation of the county voting precinct in which the person
maki ng the application shall be required to vote. The county
regi strar shall send this county voting precinct information by
United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at
the address provided on the application. Any and all mailing
costs incurred by the municipal clerk or the county registrar in
ef fectuating this subsection shall be paid by the county board of
supervisors. |If a review of the copy of the application for
registration or changes to the registration indicates that the
applicant is not qualified to vote in the county, the county
regi strar shall challenge the application. The county election
conmm ssioners shall review any chall enge or disqualification
after having notified the applicant by certified mail of the
chal  enge or disqualification

(3) The municipal clerk shall issue to the person making the
application a copy of the application, and the county registrar
shal |l process the application in accordance with the | aw regarding
the handling of voter registration applications.

(4) The receipt of a copy of the application for
regi stration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-39(3) shall be
sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an el ector
in the nunicipality, provided that such application is not
chal | enged as provided for therein.

[From and after January 1, 2009, this section shall read as
foll ows: |

23-15-35. (1) The clerk of the municipality shall be the

regi strar of voters of the nunicipality, and shall take the oath
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of office prescribed by Section 268 of the Constitution. The
muni ci pal registration shall conformto the county registration
whi ch shall be a part of the official record of registered voters
as contained in the Statew de El ecti ons Managenent System The
muni ci pal clerk shall conply with all the provisions of |aw
regarding the registration of voters, including the use of the
voter registration applications used by county registrars and
prescribed by the Secretary of State under Sections 23-15-39 and
23-15-47.

(2) The municipal clerk shall be authorized to register
applicants as county electors. The nunicipal clerk shall forward
notice of registration, a copy of the application for
regi stration, and any changes to the registration when they occur,
either by certified nmail to the county registrar or by personal
delivery to the county registrar provided that a nunbered receipt
is signed by the registrar in return for the descri bed docunents.
Upon recei pt of the copy of the application for registration or
changes to the registration, and if a review of the application
indicates that the applicant neets all the criteria necessary to
qualify as a county elector, then the county registrar shall nake
a determnation of the county voting precinct in which the person
maki ng the application shall be required to vote. The county
regi strar shall send this county voting precinct information by
United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at
the address provided on the application. Any and all mailing
costs incurred by the municipal clerk or the county registrar in
ef fectuating this subsection shall be paid by the county board of
supervisors. |If a review of the copy of the application for
registration or changes to the registration indicates that the
applicant is not qualified to vote in the county, the county
regi strar shall challenge the application. The county el ection

conmmi ssioners shall review any challenge or disqualification
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after having notified the applicant by certified mail of the
chal  enge or disqualification

(3) The municipal clerk shall issue to the person making the
application a copy of the application and the county registrar
shal |l process the application in accordance with the | aw regarding
the handling of voter registration applications.

(4) The receipt of a copy of the application for
regi stration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-39(3) shall be
sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an el ector
in the nunicipality, provided that such application is not
chal | enged as provided for therein.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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