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Senat or (s) Hor hn To: Minicipalities

SENATE BI LL NO 2813

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 21-43-117, 21-43-119 AND 21-43-133,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REDUCE TO 60% THE PERCENTAGE OF VOTES
OF PROPERTY OMERS NECESSARY FOR THE CREATI ON, REAUTHORI ZATI ON AND
DI SSOLUTI ON OF BUSI NESS | MPROVEMENT DI STRI CTS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 21-43-117, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-43-117. (1) For initial creation of the district,
reaut hori zation of the district at the end of each five-year
period, anendnment to the district plan within the five-year plan
period or nodification of the boundaries of the district at the
end of a five-year period, the clerk of the municipality shal
notify all property owners to be included in the proposed district
of a public hearing to review the plan and receive comment about
the process for accepting or rejecting the plan. Followi ng a
public hearing, the governing authority of the nunicipality shal
set an election date not nore than sixty (60) days fromthe date
of the public hearing. The ballot shall clearly state the issue
to be decided. Only property owners of record as of the date of
initial notice given as provided in Section 21-43-111 shall be
eligible to participate in any such el ection.

(2) Notice of an election to create, continue, anend or
extend a district shall be:

(a) Miiled to each of the district property owners of
record thirty (30) days prior to the election, and
(b) Published at l|east twice in a newspaper of general

circulation in the municipality, the first publication shall be
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not less than ten (10), nor nore than thirty (30) days before the
date for the election. The notice shall include a copy of the
plan, a ballot for the election and a notice about the tinme and
date for the el ection.

(3) Not less than ten (10) nor nore than thirty (30) days
before the date set for the election, the governing authority of
the municipality shall cause a copy of the plan and the ballot to
be posted in the | obby of its city hall.

(4) Ballots shall be marked, signed and submtted by the
eligible property owner to the clerk of the nunicipality by the
dat e designated on the ballot.

(5) The clerk of the municipality shall notify the property
owners in the district of the result.

(6) If the plan is approved by sixty percent (60% of the

property owners, the mayor of the nunicipality shall reviewthe
district plan to ensure its conpliance wth the provisions of
Sections 21-43-101 through 21-43-133.

(7) The municipality shall disburse the proceeds coll ected
fromthe assessnment to the designated district nanagenent group
within thirty (30) days after the assessnent is due.

SECTION 2. Section 21-43-119, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-43-119. A district plan shall be deened adopted and ready

for inplenmentation upon witten ball ot approval by sixty percent

(609 of the property owners in the district. Reauthorization,
anmendnents or the district plan or nodification of boundaries

shall also be subject to witten ball ot approval by sixty percent

(60% of the eligible property owners.

SECTI ON 3. Section 21-43-133, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-43-133. (1) Any district established or extended
pursuant to the provisions in Sections 21-43-101 through

21-43-133, which has satisfied all indebtedness incurred to
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acconplish any of the purposes of the district, may be dissol ved
by the governing authority of the nunicipality upon:

(a) Witten and certified petition fromthe property
owners within the district who collectively represent nore than

sixty percent (60% of the total assessed val uation of al

benefited real property in the boundaries of the district, or
(b) The district plan term nates when no
reaut hori zati on has occurred as set forth in Sections 21-43-101

t hrough 21-43-133.

(2) Upon dissolution of a business inprovenent district, any

assets of the district remaining shall be transferred to the
muni ci pality.
SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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