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Senat or (s) Pi ckering To: Judiciary, Dvision A

SENATE BI LL NO 2771

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-9-19, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE TI M NG OF THE TERMS OF COURT FOR THE FI RST JUDI ClI AL
DI STRICT OF THE COUNTY COURT OF JONES COUNTY; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 9-9-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-9-19. (1) A termof court shall be held in the county
court house of the county, beginning on the second Monday of each
nont h and continuing so |ong as may be necessary; but in counties
where there are two (2) circuit court districts the county court
shall neet alternately in the two (2) districts in the county
courthouse in the same nonth and in the sanme district as the board
of supervisors of said county holds its neetings. Provided that
in the County of Jones, a county having two (2) judicial
districts, that a termshall be held in the second judici al
district of said county on the second Monday of each nonth; and
provided that in the first judicial district a termshall be held
on the fourth Monday of January, the fourth Monday of March, * * *
the fourth Monday of June, the fourth Monday of Septenber and the

first Monday of Novenber. Provided that in the County of H nds, a

county having two (2) judicial districts, a termshall be held in
the first judicial district on the second Monday of each nonth and
in the second judicial district on the second Monday of WMarch,
June, Septenber and Decenber, and provided further that, when such
ternms are held concurrently, either of the county judges of Hi nds
County nay be assigned to hold all or any part of such terns in

either of the two (2) judicial districts. Provided, further, that

S. B. No. 2771 *SS26/ R303* Gl/ 2
07/ SS26/ R303
PAGE 1



29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61

in the County of Bolivar, a county having two (2) judicial
districts, a termshall be held in the first judicial district on
t he second Monday of April, August and Decenber, and in the second
judicial district on the second Monday of January, February,

March, My, June, July, Septenber, Cctober and Novenber.

Provi ded, however, that in the County of Harrison, a county having
two (2) county judges and two (2) judicial districts, that a term
shall be held in each judicial district concurrently each nonth.
Provi ded, however, that the judge of the county court for good
cause shown may, by order spread on the m nutes of the county
court, designate sone place other than the county courthouse for
the hol ding of such termof the county court as may be desi gnated
in said order. The county judge may call a special termof the
county court upon giving ten (10) days' notice, and such notice
shal |l be given by posting the sane at the front door of the
courthouse in said county and by the publication of said notice
for one insertion in sone newspaper of general circulation in the
county.

(2) If a county court is established pursuant to an
agreenent between two (2) or nore counties as provided in Section
9-9-3, the terns thereof shall remain continuously open and shal
not be cl osed and the judge of such court shall sit in rotation in
the county seat of each county, begi nning on Monday of each week
for at least a week in each county in each nonth.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after October 1, 2007, or the date it is effectuated under
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62 Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and

63 extended, whichever is |later.
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