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SENATE BI LL NO 2736

AN ACT TO CREATE THE "I LLEGAL | MM GRANT FEE ACT"; TO REQUI RE
MONEY TRANSM SSI ON BUSI NESSES TO COLLECT A PERCENTAGE FEE OF THE
AMOUNT OF MONEY BEI NG TRANSM TTED;, TO PROVI DE THAT THE FEE SHALL
NOT APPLY TO TRANSACTI ONS | F THE CUSTOVER PROVI DES ADEQUATE PROOF
OF UNI TED STATES CI TI ZENSH P OR ADEQUATE PROOF THAT THE CUSTOMER
'S LEGALLY PRESENT I N THE UNI TED STATES; TO PROVI DE CRI M NAL
PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS OF THE ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTI ON 1. (1) This act shall be known and nay be cited as

the "lIllegal Immgrant Fee Act."

(2) Any authorized agent of a |icensee or any noney
transm ssi on busi ness which is subject to |licensure under Section
75-15-1 et seq., and which receives noney for wire transm ssion
shall collect fromthe customer a fee in the anount of five
percent (5% of the amount of nopney being transmtted. The fee
shall not apply to any such transaction if the custoner provides
adequat e proof of United States citizenship or adequate proof that
the custonmer is legally present in the United States. Adequate
proof shall consist only of valid identification docunentation
i ncluded on the |list of acceptable docunents of Enpl oynment
Eligibility Verification Form1-9 of the federal Departnent of
Honel and Security or valid docunentation that the custoner is
paying taxes within this state by providing a current pay stub
showi ng custonmer nane and taxes wi thheld or current state or
federal tax return. Any identification docunent issued by a
foreign governnment or a driver's license or identification card
i ssued by any state which, on or after July 1, 2007, authorized

such driver's license or identification card to be issued to
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persons not lawfully present in the United States shall not be
accepted as evidence of lawful presence in the United States.

(3) The noney transm ssion business shall give the custoner
a receipt setting forth:

(a) The date of receipt of the noney;
(b) The amount of the fee, if applicable; and
(c) The anobunt of the noney in dollars and cents.

(4) The fee shall be remtted to the State Treasurer and
deposited into the State General Fund. Subject to the
appropriations process, it is the intent of the Legislature that
an anount equal to the anmount of funds derived fromthe fees
col |l ected under this section shall be utilized for indigent care
progr amns.

(5) It shall be unlawful for any person to know ngly and
wWillfully transmt noney on behalf of any person in order to avoid
or evade the fee required under this section. Any person who
violates this subsection shall, upon conviction thereof for a
first offense, be guilty of a m sdeneanor punishable by a fine not
to exceed Five Hundred Dol l ars ($500.00); for a second or
subsequent of fense, such person shall, upon conviction thereof, be
guilty of a m sdeneanor punishable by a fine not to exceed One
Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000.00) and inprisonnent not to exceed siXx
(6) nonths, or both.

(6) The Comm ssioner of Banking and Consuner Finance shal
provide by rule or regulation for the inplenentation of this act,
including, but not limted to, any appropriate admnistrative
actions or fines for knowng and wllful violations of this
section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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