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Senat or (s) Doxe To: WIldlife, Fisheries and
Y Parks; Forestry

SENATE BI LL NO. 2665

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 55-3-53, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE THE STATE FORESTER TO PROVI DE Tl MBER CRUI SE FOR EACH STATE
PARK; TO REQUI RE THE STATE FORESTER TO DEVELOPMENT Tl MBER
MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR EACH STATE PARK; TO AMEND SECTI ON 55- 3- 54,

M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE PROCEEDS OF Tl MBER SALE TO BE
DEPCSI TED | NTO A SPECI AL ACCOUNT FOR THE PARK; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 55-3-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

55-3-53. (1) The M ssissippi Departrment of Wldlife,
Fi sheries and Parks is hereby authorized and enpowered to sell and
di spose of tinber, trees, deadwood and stunps standi ng, grow ng
and being upon the | ands of state parks. Such tinber shall be
sol d and di sposed of under the direction and specifications of the

State Forester in accordance with sound and efficient principles

of selective cutting, forestry managenment and conservation. The

State Forester shall cruise the tinber for each state park

Bef ore any such tinber, trees, deadwood and stunps shall be

sold, the State Forester shall select and mark the trees to be cut

and di sposed of. No trees or tinber shall be marked for cutting
when the cutting thereof would destroy or mar the scenic views
fromthe tourist observation points in said park. The purchaser
shal | pay double price on sale basis for all trees, tinber or
stunps cut that had not been marked for removing * * *.

Bef ore any such tinber, trees, deadwood or stunps standing,

growi ng or being upon such |and shall be sold, the State Forester

and the departnent shall advertise the intention so to do by

publication in a newspaper published or having general circul ation
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in the county or counties where parks are |ocated, such notice to

be published at | east once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks

precedi ng the sale and by posting one (1) notice in the courthouse
in such county. The notice shall specify that such bids shall be

filed with the superintendent of the state park involved, who

shall transmt sanme to the State Forester and the Departnent of

Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks for rejection or approval. The

State Forester and the departnent shall accept the bid of the

hi ghest and best bidder for cash, but shall have the right to
reject any and all of such bids.

Provi ded, however, in the case of damage by fire, w ndstorm
insects or other natural causes which would require i medi ate sal e
of the tinber, because the tinme involved for advertisenent as
prescribed herein would all ow decay, rot or destruction
substantially decreasing the purchase price to be received had not
such delay occurred, the advertisenent provisions of this section
shall not apply. The State Park Director, upon a witten
recommendation fromthe county forester of the county wherein said
state park is |located, shall determ ne when imedi ate sale of the
tinber is required. Wen the State Park Director shall find an
i mredi ate sal e necessary for the causes stated herein, he shall,
in his discretion, set the time for receipt of bids on the
purchase of said tinber, but shall show due diligence in notifying
conpetitive bidders so that a true conpetitive bid shall be
recei ved.

Whenever any tinber, trees, deadwood or stunps are sold under
the provisions of this section, the purchaser thereof shall have
all necessary rights of ingress and egress to enter upon said | and
and cut and renove such tinber, trees, deadwood or stunps.

The proceeds derived or received fromall sales under the
provi sions of this section shall be placed in the State Parks

Ti mber Managenent Endowrent Fund created under Section 55-3-54.
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(2) Notwi thstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section, the Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks may cut
and sell trees damaged by fire, wi ndstormor insects and deadwood
and stunps | ocated upon the | ands of state parks for firewood.
Such firewood shall be sold only to overnight guests at state
parks for use at state parks. The Departnent of Wldlife,

Fi sheries and Parks shall select and mark all trees to be cut for
firewood.

SECTI ON 2. Section 55-3-54, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

55-3-54. (1) There is created in the State Treasury a
special fund to be known as the "State Parks Ti nber Managenent
Endowrent Fund." The fund shall consist of all nonies required to
be deposited therein under the provisions of Section 55-3-53. The
princi pal of the fund shall remain inviolate and shall be invested
as provided by law. Interest and incone derived from i nvestnent
of the principal of the fund may be expended by the M ssissipp
Department of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks, upon appropriation by
the Legislature, only for the purpose of constructing,
reconstructing, repairing, renovating or making inprovenents to
real and personal property and facilities on any of the state
parks under the jurisdiction and control of the Comm ssion on
Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks. Unexpended anounts remaining in
the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not |apse into the
State General Fund, and any interest earned on anmobunts in the fund
shal |l be deposited to the credit of the fund.

(2) After July 1, 2007, the departnment shall establish a

special account within the fund for each state park from which

tinber is harvested. The proceeds fromthe tinber sale shall be

credited to park's account. The proceeds shall be disbursed to

the park in addition to the park's annual budget. Any unexpended

funds remaining in an account shall not |apse into the fund but

shall remain in the account of the park.
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95 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
96 and after July 1, 2007.
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