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Senat or (s) Dawki ns To: Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO 2663

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl GLOBAL CLI MATE STUDY COWM SSI ON
FOR THE PURPOSE OF STUDYI NG THE | MPACTS THAT GLOBAL CLI MATE CHANGE W LL
HAVE ON THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI AND FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECOMVENDI NG
APPROPRI ATE STATE RESPONSES TO ADDRESS GLOBAL CLI MATE CHANGE AND
PROBLEMS LI KELY TO BE ASSOCI ATED WTH I T; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created the M ssissippi d obal
Climate Study Conm ssion consisting of the follow ng el even (11)
menber s:
(a) Four (4) nmenbers appointed by the Governor as follows:
(i) One (1) nenmber who has scientific expertise in the
area of global climte change;
(ii) One (1) nenber who has scientific expertise in
the areas of alternative and renewabl e energy;
(iii) ©One (1) menber representing the energy
production industry; and
(iv) One (1) nenber representing a statew de
envi ronnment al advocacy organi zati on.
(b) The Executive Director of the Departnent of
Environmental Quality, or his designee.
(c) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Devel oprment
Aut hority, or his designee.
(d) Two (2) nenbers of the House of Representatives,
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
(e) Two (2) nenmbers of the Senate, appointed by the
Li eut enant Covernor.
(2) Al appointnents to the conm ssion shall be made not | ater

than ninety (90) days after the effective date of this act. The
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comm ssion shall elect one (1) of its menbers as chairperson and one (1)
of its nenbers as vice chairperson. Six (6) nmenbers of the comn ssion
shall constitute a quorum and the affirmative vote of at |east six (6)
menbers shall be necessary for any action taken by the conmission. A
vacancy of an appoi nted nenber of the commission shall be filled in the
same manner as the origi nal appoi ntnent.

Al'l nenbers shall be reinbursed for their actual and necessary
expenses incurred in the discharge of their official duties as nenbers
of the conm ssion

(3) The commission shall conduct hearings and study the potenti al
i npacts that global clinmte change will have on M ssissippi's econony,
envi ronnment, natural resources, and people. Not l|later than Decenber 31
2007, the conmission shall issue a prelimnary report of its findings
and include in the report recommendati ons regardi ng the nost effective
actions that M ssissippi should undertake to mitigate negative inpacts
related to global clinmte change and regarding the appropriate structure
for a permanent O fice of Climate Change within state governnent.

Copi es of the prelimnary report shall be distributed to each nenber of
the Legi sl ature and the Governor and shall be nmade available to the
public.

After the issuance of the prelimnary report, the conmm ssion
shal |l continue to conduct hearings concerning the content of the
report. Not |ater than Decenber 31, 2008, the conm ssion shal
issue a final report. Copies of the final report shall be
distributed to each nenber of the Legislature and the Governor and
shall be nmade available to the public. The conm ssion shal
continue in existence for the purpose of providing assistance
regarding the issue of global climte change to the Legislature
until June 30, 2009. After June 30, 2009, the conmm ssion shal
cease to exist.

(4) The Departnent of Environnmental Quality shall provide
staff support and ot her necessary services for the purpose of

assi sting the conm ssion.
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62 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

63 and after its passage.
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