M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) Wite, Flowers To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2656

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-4-3, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 REQUI RE THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE STATE BOARD FOR COVMMUNI TY

3 AND JUNI OR COLLEGES TO CONDUCT AN AUDI T OF EACH I NSTI TUTI ON' S

4  FULL-TI ME EQUI VALENT ENROLLMENT AT THE CLOSE OF EACH GRADI NG TERM
5 TO BE USED AS THE BASI S FOR ALLOCATI NG FUNDS TO EACH | NSTI TUTI ON,
6 AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
8 SECTION 1. Section 37-4-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

9 anended as follows:

10 37-4-3. (1) Fromand after July 1, 1986, there shall be a
11 State Board for Community and Juni or Col |l eges which shall receive
12 and distribute funds appropriated by the Legislature for the use
13 of the public community and junior colleges and funds from federal
14 and other sources that are transmtted through the state

15 governnental organization for use by said colleges. This board
16 shall provide general coordination of the public comunity and

17 junior colleges, assenble reports and such other duties as may be
18 prescribed by | aw.

19 (2) The board shall consist of ten (10) nmenbers of which

20 none shall be an elected official and none shall be engaged in the
21 educational profession. The Governor shall appoint two (2)

22 nmenbers fromthe First M ssissippi Congressional District, one (1)
23 who shall serve an initial termof two (2) years and one (1) who
24 shall serve an initial termof five (5) years; tw (2) nenbers

25 fromthe Second M ssissippi Congressional District, one (1) who
26 shall serve an initial termof five (5) years and one (1) who

27 shall serve an initial termof three (3) years; and two (2)

28 nmenbers fromthe Third M ssissippi Congressional District, one (1)
29 who shall serve an initial termof four (4) years and one (1) who
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shall serve an initial termof tw (2) years; tw (2) nenbers from
the Fourth M ssissippi Congressional District, one (1) who shal
serve an initial termof three (3) years and one (1) who shal
serve an initial termof four (4) years; and two (2) nmenbers from
the Fifth M ssissippi Congressional District, one (1) who shal
serve an initial termof five (5) years and one (1) who shal

serve an initial termof tw (2) years. Al subsequent

appoi ntnments shall be for a termof six (6) years and continue
until their successors are appointed and qualify. An appoi ntnent
to fill a vacancy which arises for reasons other than by
expiration of a termof office shall be for the unexpired term
only. No two (2) appointees shall reside in the sanme junior
college district. Al nenbers shall be appointed with the advice
and consent of the Senate.

(3) There shall be a chairman and vice chai rman of the
board, elected by and fromthe nenbership of the board; and the
chai rman shall be the presiding officer of the board. The board
shal | adopt rules and regul ati ons governing tinmes and pl aces for
meeti ngs and governing the manner of conducting its business.

(4) The nmenbers of the board shall receive no annual salary,
but shall receive per diemconpensation as authorized by Section
25-3-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972, for each day devoted to the
di scharge of official board duties and shall be entitled to
rei nbursenent for all actual and necessary expenses incurred in
the discharge of their duties, including mleage as authorized by
Section 25-3-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

(5) The board shall nanme a director for the state system of
public junior and community coll eges, who shall serve at the
pl easure of the board. Such director shall be the chief executive
officer of the board, give direction to the board staff, carry out
the policies set forth by the board, and work with the presidents
of the several comunity and junior colleges to assist themin

carrying out the nmandates of the several board of trustees and in
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functioning with the state system and policies established by the
State Board for Conmmunity and Junior Colleges. The State Board
for Community and Junior Colleges shall set the salary of the
Director of the State System of Community and Juni or Col |l eges.
The Legi slature shall provide adequate funds for the State Board
for Community and Junior Colleges, its activities and its staff.

(6) The powers and duties of the State Board for Comunity
and Juni or Col | eges shal |l be:

(a) To authorize disbursenents of state appropriated
funds to community and junior colleges through orders in the
m nutes of the board.

(b) To make studies of the needs of the state as they
relate to the mssion of the comunity and junior coll eges.

(c) To approve new, changes to and del eti ons of
vocational and technical progranms to the various coll eges.

(d) To require community and junior colleges to supply
such information as the board may request and conpile, publish and
make avail abl e such reports based thereon as the board may deem
advi sabl e.

(e) To approve proposed new attendance centers (canpus
| ocations) as the |ocal boards of trustees should determ ne to be
in the best interest of the district. Provided, however, that no
new conmuni ty/juni or college branch canpus shall be approved
W t hout an authorizing act of the Legislature.

(f) To serve as the state approving agency for federal
funds for proposed contracts to borrow noney for the purpose of
acquiring land, erecting, repairing, etc. dormtories, dwellings
or apartnents for students and/or faculty, such |loans to be paid
fromrevenue produced by such facilities as requested by | ocal
boards of trustees.

(g) To approve applications fromcomunity and juni or
coll eges for state funds for vocational -technical education

facilities.
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(h) To approve any university branch canpus offering
| ower undergraduate | evel courses for credit.

(1) To appoint nenbers to the Post-Secondary
Educati onal Assi stance Board.

(j) To appoint nenbers to the Authority for Educati onal
Tel evi si on.

(K) To contract wth other boards, conm ssions,
governnmental entities, foundations, corporations or individuals
for programs, services, grants and awards when such are needed for
t he operation and devel opnent of the state public community and
junior college system

(I') To fix standards or community and junior coll eges
to qualify for appropriations, and qualifications for community
and junior college teachers.

(m To have sign-off approval on the State Plan for
Vocati onal Education which is devel oped in cooperation wth
appropriate units of the State Departnent of Educati on.

(n) To approve or disapprove of any proposed incl usion
W thin rmunicipal corporate limts of state-owned buil dings and
grounds of any community college or junior college and to approve
or di sapprove of |and use devel opnent, zoning requirenents,
bui |l di ng codes and delivery of governnental services applicable to
st at e-owned bui |l di ngs and grounds of any community col |l ege or
junior college. Any agreenent by a |ocal board of trustees of a
comunity college or junior college to annexation of state-owned
property or other conditions described in this paragraph shall be
voi d unl ess approved by the board and by the board of supervisors
of the county in which the state-owned property is | ocated.

(o) To require that the Executive Director of the State

Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges, or another designee,

shall audit the enroll nent of each community and juni or coll ege

and determne the full-tinme equival ent enrol |l nent of each

comunity and junior college at the close of each grading term
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Such count shall be used as the basis for distributing funds to

each community and junior college. The Board shall direct the

Executive Director to report the audit results for the four nost

recently conpleted senesters to the Legislature and the board no

| ater than Decenber 15 of each year.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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