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Senat or (s) Doxey To: Corrections

SENATE BI LL NO 2623

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-158, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO | NCREASE TERM OF PAYMENTS OF | NMATE TELEPHONE CALL COMM SSI ONS
TO THE | NVATE TECHNOLOGY FUND, TO EXTEND THE REPEALER ON SUCH
FUND; TO REVI SE PAYMENTS TO THE PRI SON AGRI CULTURAL ENTERPRI SE
FUND TO CONFORM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 47-5-158, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-158. (1) The departnent is authorized to maintain a
bank account which shall be designated as the Inmate Wl fare Fund.
All monies now held in a simlar fund for the benefit and welfare
of inmates shall be deposited into the Inmate Wl fare Fund. This
fund shall be used for the benefit and welfare of inmates in the
cust ody of the departnent.

(2) There shall be deposited into the Inmate Wl fare Fund
interest previously earned on inmate deposits, all net profits
fromthe operation of inmate canteens, the annual prison rodeo,
performances of the Penitentiary band, interest earned on the
I nmat e Wl fare Fund and ot her revenues designated by the
commi ssioner. All noney shall be deposited into the Inmate
Wl fare Fund as provided in Section 7-9-21, M ssissippi Code of
1972.

(3) Al inmate tel ephone call conm ssions shall be paid to
the departnent. Mnies in the fund nmay be expended by the
departnment * * *  upon requisition by the conmm ssioner or his

designee, only for the purposes established in this subsection.
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(a) Twenty-five percent (25% of the innate tel ephone
call comm ssions shall be used to purchase and maintain
t el ecommuni cati on equi pnment to be used by the departnent.

(b) Until July 1, 2008, twenty-five percent (25% of
the inmate tel ephone call conm ssions shall be deposited into the
Prison Agricultural Enterprise Fund. Beginning on July 1, 2008,
fifty percent (50% of the inmate tel ephone call comm ssions shal
be deposited into the Prison Agricultural Enterprise Fund.

The * * * departnent * * * may use these funds to supplenent the
Prison Agricultural Enterprise Fund created in Section 47-5-66.

(c) Twenty-five percent (25% of the innmate tel ephone
call comm ssions shall be deposited into the Inmate Wl fare Fund.

(d) Until July 1, 2008, twenty-five percent (25% shal
be deposited in a fund called the I nmate Technol ogy Fund to
purchase an Inmate I nformation Technol ogy System This paragraph
(d) shall repeal on July 1, 2008.

(4) The comm ssioner may invest in the manner authorized by
| aw any noney in the Inmate Welfare Fund that is not necessary for
i mredi ate use, and the interest earned shall be deposited in the
I nmate Wl fare Fund.

(5) The Deputy Comm ssioner for Adm nistration and Fi nance
shal |l be the custodian of the Inmate Welfare Fund. He shal
establish and inplenent internal accounting controls that conply
with generally accepted accounting principles. The Deputy
Comm ssioner for Adm nistration and Fi nance shall prepare and
i ssue quarterly consolidated and individual facility financial
statenents to the prison auditor of the Joint Legislative
Comm ttee on Performance Eval uation and Expenditure Review. The
deputy comm ssioner shall prepare an annual report which shal
i nclude a summary of expenditures fromthe fund by nmajor
categories and by individual facility. This annual report shal
be sent to the prison auditor, the Legislative Budget Ofice, the

Chai rman of the Corrections Commttee of the Senate, and the
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Chai rman of the Penitentiary Conmttee of the House of
Represent ati ves.

(6) A portion of the Inmate Wl fare Fund shall be deposited
in the D scharged O fenders Revol ving Fund, as created under
Section 47-5-155, in anobunts necessary to provide a bal ance not to
exceed One Hundred Thousand Dol l ars ($100, 000.00) in the
Di scharged O fenders Revol ving Fund, and shall be used to
suppl enent those anounts paid to discharged, paroled or pardoned
of fenders fromthe departnent. The superintendent of the Parchman
facility shall establish equitable criteria for the nmaking of
suppl enental paynents which shall not exceed Two Hundred Dol l ars
($200.00) for any offender. The suppl enental paynents shall be
subject to the approval of the comm ssioner. The State Treasurer
shall not be required to replenish the D scharged O fenders
Revol ving Fund for the suppl enental paynents made to di scharged,
parol ed or pardoned offenders.

(7) The Inmate Welfare Fund Commttee is hereby created and
shal | be conposed of seven (7) nenbers: The Deputy Comm ssioner
for Community Corrections, the Deputy Comm ssioner of
Institutions, the Superintendent of the Parchman facility, the
Superi ntendent of the Rankin County facility, the Superintendent
of the Greene County facility, and two (2) nenbers to be appointed
by the Comm ssioner of Corrections. The conm ssioner shal
appoi nt the chairman of the commttee. The conmttee shal
adm ni ster and supervi se the operations and expenditures fromthe
I nmat e Wel fare Fund and shall naintain an official mnute book
upon which shall be spread its authorization and approval for al
such expenditures. The commttee nmay pronul gate regul ations
governi ng the use and expenditures of the fund.

(8) The Departnent of Audit shall conduct an annual
conprehensive audit of the Inmate Wl fare Fund.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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