M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

Senat or (s) Ross To: Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO 2563

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl W TNESS PROTECTI ON PROGRAM
STUDY COW TTEE;, TO SPECI FY THE MEMBERSH P THEREOF, TO SET FORTH
THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY COMM TTEE; TO PROVI DE FOR THE ELECTI ON OF
A CHAI RPERSON AND OTHER OFFI CERS; TO PROVI DE FOR MEETI NGS OF THE
COM TTEE; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY TO PROVI DE
ADM NI STRATI VE SUPPORT TO THE COWM TTEE; TO SET FORTH ADDI TI ONAL
DUTI ES AND PONERS OF THE COW TTEE;, TO REQUI RE STATE AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AGENCI ES TO ASSI ST THE COW TTEE;, TO AUTHORI ZE THE
COMM TTEE TO ENLI ST THE SERVI CE OF OTHER AGENCI ES, ASSQOCI ATl ONS
AND ORGANI ZATI ONS TO ASSI ST THE COWM TTEE; TO AUTHORI ZE THE
COMWM TTEE TO EMPLOY SUPPORT PERSONNEL; TO AUTHORI ZE PER DI EM
PAYMENT AND TRAVEL EXPENSES; TO AUTHORI ZE EXPENDI TURE OF
APPROPRI ATED FUNDS; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) The M ssissippi Wtness Protection Program

Study Committee is hereby created. It shall consist of eight (8)
menbers who are to be selected as follows:

(a) The Conm ssioner of Public Safety, who shall chair
the study comm ttee.

(b) One (1) circuit judge elected by the Conference of
Crcuit Judges.

(c) One (1) sheriff elected by the Sheriffs
Associ ati on.

(d) One (1) police chief elected by the Police Chiefs
Associ ati on.

(e) The President of the M ssissippi Crimnal Defense
Lawyers Associ ation shall appoint one (1) nenber fromits
menber shi p.

(f) Two (2) prosecutors elected by the Prosecutors
Associ ation, at |least one (1) of whomis a District Attorney or

enpl oyed by a District Attorney.
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(g) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shal
appoi nt one (1) Public Defender.

Appoi nt mrents and vacanci es on the study conmttee shall be
filled by the respective selecting and appointing authorities.

(2) The purpose of the study commttee shall be to make
recommendations to the Legislature and the Suprene Court as to the
need in Mssissippi for a state-level Wtness Protection Program
i ncludi ng obtaining statistical information with reference to
cases in the various courts in M ssissippi; conducting research
relating to inprovenent of the adm nistration of justice; the
needs of | aw enforcenent agencies in the State of M ssissippi; and
maki ng a conprehensive study of the potential useful ness to the
state of a Wtness Protection Program In addition, the study
commttee is charged with the exam nation of the operationa
needs, including budget, staffing, and the best placenent
adm nistratively, of any future Wtness Protection Program and
may make such policy recomrendations as will pronote the
adm ni stration of justice.

(3) (a) The chairman shall set and give notice of the tine,
date and place of the initial neeting, at which tinme the study
commttee shall elect a vice chairperson fromits nenbers and any
other officers which it considers necessary to carry out the
purpose of the commttee. The chair shall not vote unless
necessary to break a tie vote of the conmttee. The commttee may
formany commttees fromits nmenbership in order to assist the
commttee in acconplishing its purposes as provided in this act.

(b) The commttee shall neet at |east quarterly and at
such other tinmes as neetings may be called by the chair. A
majority of the nenbers shall constitute a quorum at any neeti ng.
Any final action taken by the study commttee shall require the
affirmati ve vote of a majority.

(4) The Departnent of Public Safety shall provide such

support of the M ssissippi Wtness Protection Program Study
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Committee as i s necessary to acconplish the purposes of this act,
including, but not limted to, research and clerical assistance.
(5 (a) In addition to the other duties specified, the
commttee shall file a report with the Legislature not |ater than
Decenber 15, 2007. The document shall report on the need, if any,
for a state-level Wtness Protection Program The report shal
al so make specific recommendations for structure of any future
Wtness Protection Programas well as a projected cost for the
programover the first five (5) years of operation, setting forth
start-up costs separately fromoperating costs.

(b) The commttee is authorized and enpowered for the
acconplishnent of its purposes to undertake any studies, reviews,
i nquiries, hearings, exam nations, surveys or analyses as it nmay
deem pertinent, relevant and justified. The commttee shal
propose and prepare in detailed formfor the consideration of the
Legi sl ature such anendnents to existing |law, such statutes, and
such constitutional anendnents as in the judgnent of the commttee
will facilitate the operation of the Wtness Protection Program
and pronote the adm nistration of justice.

(6) The commttee is authorized to call upon any and al
exi sting courts, agencies, departnments, divisions, officers,
enpl oyees, boards, bureaus, comm ssions and institutions of the
State of M ssissippi, or any political subdivision thereof, to
furni sh such information, data and assistance as will enable it to
carry out its powers and duties hereunder and all such agenci es,
departnents, divisions, officers, enployees, boards, bureaus,
comm ssions and institutions of the State of Mssissippi and its
political subdivisions are hereby directed to cooperate with the
commttee and render such information, data, aid and assi stance as
may be requested by the commttee.

(7) The commttee shall have the power to enlist the
services of any agency, either public or private, or any

i ndi vidual or educational institution, bar associ ation, research

S. B. No. 2563 *SS02/ R500*
07/ SS02/ R500
PAGE 3



98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125

organi zation, foundation or educational or civic organization for
assi stance in acconplishing the purposes of this act, conducting
research studies, gathering information or printing and publishing
its reports. The commttee is authorized to nmake and sign any
agreenents or contracts to do or performany actions that nay be
necessary, desirable or proper to carry out the purposes and

obj ectives of this act.

(8 The commttee may enpl oy any agents, clerks,
researchers, counsel, consultants and other personnel necessary
for the performance of the duties of the study commttee and fix
their respective rates of conpensation, all subject to the
approval of the State Personnel Board and within the anounts nade
avai l abl e by appropriation therefor or received from ot her
sour ces.

(9) Menbers of the conmttee shall receive a per diem as
provided in Section 25-3-69 for actual attendance upon neetings of
the study commttee, together with rei nbursenent for traveling and
subsi stence expenses incurred as provided in Section 25-3-41,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, except that nenbers of the study

conmm ttee whose regul ar conpensation is payable by the state or
any political subdivision of the state shall not receive per diem
for attendance upon neetings of the study conmmttee.

(10) The conmmttee is authorized and enpowered to receive
and expend any funds appropriated to it by the Legislature and any
funds received by it fromany other source in carrying out the
obj ectives and purposes of this act.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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