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Senat or (s) Harden To: Judiciary, Dvision B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2554

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-41-5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
ALLOW EXECUTI VE SESSI ONS OF PUBLI C BODI ES TO BE HELD BY
TELECONFERENCE AND TO CHANGE THE M NI MUM NOTI CE REQUI RED FOR
TELECONFERENCE MEETI NGS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPI COMM SSI ON
FOR VOLUNTEER SERVI CE TO MEET BY TELECONFERENCE AT DI FFERENT
LOCATI ONS FOR PURPOSES OF HAVI NG A QUORUM TO CONDUCT BUSI NESS; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-41-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-41-5. (1) Al official meetings of any public body,
unl ess otherwi se provided in this chapter or in the Constitutions
of the United States of Anerica or the State of M ssissippi, are
declared to be public neetings and shall be open to the public at
all times unless declared an executive session as provided in
Section 25-41-7.

(2) A public body may conduct any neeting * * * through
tel econference or video neans. |If a quorumof the public body is
physi cal ly assenbl ed at one (1) location for the purpose of
conducting a neeting, additional nenbers of the public body may
participate in the nmeeting through tel econference or video neans
provided their participation is available to the general public.
A quorum of the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher
Learning as prescribed in Section 37-101-9, the State Board for
Communi ty and Juni or Col |l eges as prescribed in Sections 37-4-3 and

37-4-4 and the M ssissippi Conmm ssion for Vol unteer Service

prescribed in Section 43-55-7 may be at different |ocations for

t he purpose of conducting a neeting through tel econference or
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vi deo neans provided their participation is available to the
general public.

(3) (a) Notice of any neetings held pursuant to subsection
(2) of this section shall be provided at |east five (5) days in
advance of the date scheduled for the neeting. The notice shal
i nclude the date, tinme, place and purpose for the neeting and
shall identify the locations for the neeting. All |ocations for
the neeting shall be made accessible to the public. All persons
attending the neeting at any of the neeting |ocations shall be
af forded the sane opportunity to address the public body as
persons attending the primary or central |ocation. Any
interruption in the tel econference or video broadcast of the
meeting shall result in the suspension of action at the neeting
until repairs are nmade and public access restored.

(b) Five-day notice shall not be required for
t el econference or video neetings continued to address an energency
as provided in subsection (5) of this section or to conclude the
agenda of a teleconference or video neeting of the public body for
whi ch the proper notice has been given, when the date, tine, place
and purpose of the continued neeting are set during the neeting
prior to adjournnent.

(4) An agenda and materials that will be distributed to
nmenbers of the public body and that have been made avail able to
the staff of the public body in sufficient time for duplication
and forwarding to all |ocations where public access wll be
provi ded shall be nade available to the public at the tinme of the
nmeeting. Mnutes of all neetings held by tel econference or video
nmeans shall be recorded as required by Section 25-41-11. Votes
taken during any neeting conducted through tel econference or video
means shall be recorded by nane in roll-call fashion and included
inthe mnutes. 1In addition, the public body shall nake an audio
recording of the neeting, if a teleconference nmediumis used, or

an audi o/visual recording, if the neeting is held by video neans.
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The recording shall be preserved by the public body for a period
of three (3) years followng the date of the neeting and shall be
avail able to the public.

(5 A public body nmay neet by tel econference or video neans
as often as needed if an energency exists and the public body is
unable to neet in regular session. Public bodies conducting
energency neetings through tel econference or video neans shal
conply with the provisions of subsection (4) of this section
requiring mnutes, recordation and preservation of the audio or
audi o/ vi sual recording of the neeting. The nature of the
energency shall be stated in the m nutes.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.
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