M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) Gordon, Thanes, Albritton, To: Fees, Salaries and
Dearing, Frazier, Posey, Ross, Will ey, Admi ni stration;
W I liamson, Walls, Jackson (11th) Appropriations
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO 2547

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-3-35, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO

2 | NCREASE THE SALARI ES OF THE ELECTED JUDI Cl ARY AND DI STRI CT

3 ATTORNEYS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

5 SECTION 1. Section 25-3-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

6 anmended as follows:

7 25-3-35. (1) The annual salaries of the follow ng judges

8 are fixed as follows, to begin at the commencenent of the next

9 termof office inmediately succeeding the existing term

10 Chi ef Justice of the Supreme Court............... $133, 400. 00
11 Presiding Justice of the Suprenme Court........... 130, 900. 00
12 Associ ate Justices of the Supreme Court, each.... 130, 100.00
13 However, in addition to their present official duties, there
14 are inposed upon the Supreme Court justices the extra duties of

15 rmaking a special study of existing |laws and reporting to each

16 regular session of the Legislature such constructive suggestions
17 as they may deem necessary for the inprovenment of the

18 administration of justice, and of identifying and directing the

19 State Librarian to apply for grants and donations from any public
20 or private source for the purpose of enhancing the hol dings of the
21 State Law Library, and of advising and counseling with the State
22 Librarian in the selection of | aw books for purchase and use in

23 the State Law Library, advising with the |ibrarian thereof upon

24 the renoval fromthe library of any books which may be the | east
25 frequently used, and for the placing of same in a conveni ent

26 location so as to provide additional space for such books and

27 other current publications which may be nore frequently used or
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called for. For such extra services each justice, fromand after

July 1, 2007, shall receive a sumsufficient when added to the

present salaries of the justices to aggregate One Hundred

Thirty-three Thousand Four Hundred Dol |l ars ($133,400.00) for the

Chi ef Justice, One Hundred Thirty Thousand Ni ne Hundred Dol | ars

($130, 900.00) for the presiding justice, and One Hundred Thirty

Thousand One Hundred Dol lars ($130,100.00) for associate justices,

per annum As each existing termexpires and the above-capti oned
sal ari es becone effective in due course, the extra duties and
conpensation provided for shall cease.

The fixed salaries as specified in this subsection (1) shal
be the exclusive and total conpensation which can be reported to
the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent System for retirenent purposes;
however, any judge in office on Decenber 31, 2003, may continue to
report his expense allowance as part of his conpensation for
retirement purposes.

(2) The annual salaries of the judges of the Court of
Appeal s of M ssissippi are fixed as follows, to begin at the
commencenent of the next termof office immedi ately succeedi ng the
existing term

Chi ef Judge of the Court of Appeals.............. $125, 000. 00

Associ ate Judges of the Court of Appeals, each... 121,400.00

However, in addition to their present official duties, there
are inposed upon the judges of the Court of Appeals the extra
duties of making a special study of existing |laws and reporting to
the Suprenme Court of the State of M ssissippi such constructive
suggestions as they may deem necessary for the inprovenent of the
adm ni stration of justice, and assisting in advising and
counseling with the State Librarian in the selection of |aw books
for purchase and use in the State Law Library, assisting in
advising with the librarian thereof upon the renoval fromthe
library of any books which may be the |east frequently used, and

for the placing of sane in a convenient |ocation so as to provide
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addi ti onal space for such books and other current publications
whi ch may be nore frequently used or called for. For such extra

servi ces each judge, fromand after July 1, 2007, shall receive a

sum sufficient when added to the present salaries of the judges to

aggregate One Hundred Twenty-five Thousand Dol |l ars ($125, 000. 00)

for the Chief Judge and One Hundred Twenty-one Thousand Four

Hundred Dol l ars ($121, 400. 00) for associate judges, per annum As

each existing termexpires and the above-capti oned sal ari es becone
effective in due course, the extra duties and conpensation
provi ded for shall cease.

The fixed salaries as specified in this subsection (2) shal
be the exclusive and total conpensation which can be reported to
the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent System for retirenent purposes;
however, any judge in office on Decenber 31, 2003, may continue to
report his expense allowance as part of his conpensation for
retirement purposes.

(3) The annual salaries of the chancery and circuit court
judges are fixed as follows, to begin at the commencenent of the
next termof office i mediately succeeding the existing term

Chancery Judges, each............ .. ... .. ... ...... $120, 400. 00

Circuit Judges, each........ ... ... ... . ... .. ... .... 120, 400. 00

In addition to their present official duties, there are
i nposed upon the chancery and circuit court judges the extra
duties of making a special study of existing laws relating to
trial courts and reporting to the Supreme Court of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi such constructive suggestions as they may deem
necessary for the inprovenent of the adm nistration of justice,
whi ch shall be recomrended to the Legislature by the Suprenme Court
in the manner provided by law. The judges shall advise and
supervise in the purchase of |aw books for the libraries of each
district, and shall study and eval uate the inventory of books and
facilities now existing in the libraries of each district to

effect the renoval and rel ocation of obsol ete publications so as
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to provide additional space for those books and current
publications nore frequently used. The judges shall seek and
identify any grants and donations fromany public or private
source for the purpose of enhancing the holdings of the libraries
of each district. The judges shall study the existing rules
promul gated by the circuit and chancery court judici al

associ ations governing the operation of chancery and circuit
courts, and revise the sane pursuant to existing |aws. For such

extra services each judge, fromand after July 1, 2007, shal

receive a sumsufficient when added to the present salaries of the

judges to aggregate One Hundred Twenty Thousand Four Hundred

Dol I ars ($120, 400. 00) per annum for each judge. Upon the

expiration of the existing term the above-captioned sal aries
becone effective in due course, and the extra duties and
conpensation provided for shall cease.

(4) The Suprene Court shall prepare a payroll for chancery
judges and circuit judges and submt such payroll to the
Departnent of Finance and Adm ni stration.

(5) The annual salary of the full-tine district attorneys
shal |l be One Hundred Ten Thousand Two Hundred Dol |l ars
($110, 200. 00) .

(6) The annual salary of the full-tine | egal assistants
shall be not |ess than Fifteen Thousand Dol lars ($15, 000. 00) nor
nore than eighty percent (80% of the salary of the district
attorney for |egal assistants who have been |licensed to practice
law for five (5) years or less; eighty-five percent (85% of the
salary of the district attorney for |egal assistants who have been
licensed to practice law for at least five (5) years but |ess than
fifteen (15) years; and ninety percent (90% of the salary of the
district attorney for |egal assistants who have been licensed to
practice law for at |least fifteen (15) years or nore.

(7) This section shall stand repealed fromand after July 1,

20009.
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SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended, or July 1, 2007,

whi chever occurs later, and shall stand repeal ed on June 30, 2007.
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