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Senator(s) Mffatt To: Environment Prot, Cons
and Water Res

SENATE BI LL NO. 2528

AN ACT TO REENACT SECTI ONS 51-3-101 THROUGH 51-3-105,
M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, WH CH CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl WATER
RESOURCES COUNCI L AND PRESCRI BE | TS DUTI ES; TO AMEND SECTI ON
51-3-106, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE REPEALER ON THE
M SSI SSI PPl WATER RESOURCES COUNCI L; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 51-3-101, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenacted as foll ows:

51-3-101. There is created the M ssissippi Water Resources
Advi sory Council, hereinafter referred to as "council,"” for the
pur pose of making recommendations to the Governor and the
Legi sl ature on nanagenent of the state's water and water-rel ated
| and resources.

SECTION 2. Section 53-3-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenacted as foll ows:

53-3-103. The State G| and Gas Board may issue an order
requiring such unit operation, if it finds that:

(a) Unit operation of the field or of any pool or
pool s, or of any portion or portions or conbinations thereof
within the field, is reasonably necessary in order to effectively
carry on secondary recovery, pressure nmintenance, repressuring
operations, cycling operations, water flooding operations, or any
conbi nati on thereof, or any other formof joint effort calcul ated
to substantially increase the ultinate recovery of oil or gas or
both, fromthe unit so formed, or to prevent waste as defined in
Section 53-1-3; and

(b) One or nore nmethod of unitized operation as applied

to such conmon source of supply or portion thereof is feasible and
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will prevent waste or will with reasonable probability result in
the recovery of substantially nore oil or gas, or both, fromthe
unit so formed than woul d ot herwi se be recovered; and

(c) The plan of unitization and the agreenents
effectuating sane are fair and reasonabl e under all of the
circunstances and protect the rights of all interested parties;
and

(d) The correlative rights of interested parties wll
be protected; and

(e) The estimated additional cost incident to
conducting such operation will not exceed the val ue of the
estimated additional recovery of oil and gas and such cost of unit
operation shall not be borne by the royalty owners.

The operators of such unit shall have drilled a sufficient
nunmber of wells to a sufficient depth and at such | ocations as may
be necessary for the board to approve the boundaries of the unit
and determne that the field, pool or pools have been reasonably
devel oped according to a spacing pattern approved by the board.

No field unitization shall be approved by the board until each
drilling unit of the field has been drilled; however, the board is
her eby aut horized to waive the requirenent that each and every
drilling unit be drilled upon a finding of fact that it is not
economcally feasible for a specific drilling unit to be drilled.

SECTION 3. Section 51-3-105, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenacted as follows:

51-3-105. (1) The council shall neet at |east sem annually
for the purpose of reviewing the inplenentation of the state water
managenent plan and shall:

(a) Recommend any anmendnents necessary to update the
pl an; or
(b) Recommend that no anmendnents are necessary and the

reasons supporting the determ nation.
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The review shall be conducted as the council determ nes
appropriate, and shall include the participation of the Departnent
of Environnental Quality; Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and
Par ks; M ssi ssippi Devel opnent Authority; Departnent of Marine
Resour ces; Departnent of Agriculture and Comrerce; Soil and Water
Conservation Comm ssion; the State Departnent of Health; and the
Forestry Commi ssion. Any joint water managenent district or other
regi onal organi zation that provides the duties of a joint water
managenent district shall be notified and may participate in this
review. Any interested person may, upon witten application to
the council, seek an anmendnent to the state water nmanagenent plan.
The first review of the state water managenent plan shall be
conpl eted by January 1, 1999.

(2) (a) Before January 1 of each year, the council shal
submt to the Governor, the Comm ssion on Environnental Quality,
the Senate Environnental Protection, Conservation and \Water
Resources Conmittee and the House Conservation and Water Resources
Commttee, a report on the status of the state's water resources.

(b) The report may contain recomendations regarding
the functions and prograns of each of the agencies with
wat er-rel ated progranms, including, but not limted to:

(i) Operations of each of these prograns;

(ii) Duplications or omssions in the prograns
and/ or m ssions of the agencies;

(ti1) Changes in the organi zational concepts,
institutions, |aws and managenent resources necessary to properly
regul ate and manage the state's water resources;

(iv) Methods to better coordinate activities of
the various local, state and federal agencies;

(v) Activities that do not conformw th the state
wat er managenent plan;

(vi) Methods or ways to increase the efficiency of

the state's managenent of its water resources; and
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(vii) Oher actions that should be considered to
ensure the continued availability and quality of abundant surface
wat er and groundwater necessary for the future growth and
envi ronnment al enhancenent of the state.

SECTION 4. Section 51-3-106, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

51-3-106. Sections 51-3-1 through 51-3-105 shall stand
repeal ed after July 1, 2009.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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