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Senat or (s) Doxey To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2474

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-101-15, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972
TO PROH BI T THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER
LEARNI NG FROM USI NG ANY STATE GENERAL FUNDS FOR THE PURPCSE OF
TEACHI NG REMEDI AL COURSES | N ANY SUBJECT I N THE STATE
UNI VERSI TI ES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-101-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-101-15. (a) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions
of Higher Learning shall succeed to and continue to exercise
control of all records, books, papers, equipnent, and supplies,
and all lands, buildings, and other real and personal property
bel onging to or assigned to the use and benefit of the board of
trustees fornerly supervising and controlling the institutions of
hi gher | earning naned in Section 37-101-1. The board shall have
and exercise control of the use, distribution and di sbursenent of
all funds, appropriations and taxes, now and hereafter in
possession, |evied and coll ected, received, or appropriated for
t he use, benefit, support, and mai ntenance or capital outlay
expenditures of the institutions of higher |earning, including the
aut hori zation of enpl oyees to sign vouchers for the disbursenent
of funds for the various institutions, except where otherw se

specifically provided by |aw. Provided, however, that the board

is specifically prohibited from expendi ng any State CGeneral Funds

appropriated by the Legislature for the purpose of teaching

remedi al courses in any subject at an institution of higher

learning in this state, and the Legislature shall not appropriate

any funds for said purpose.
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(b) The board shall have general supervision of the affairs
of all the institutions of higher |earning, including the
departnents and the schools thereof. The board shall have the
power in its discretion to determ ne who shall be privileged to
enter, toremain in, or to graduate therefrom The board shal
have general supervision of the conduct of l|ibraries and
| aboratories, the care of dormtories, buildings, and grounds; the
busi ness net hods and arrangenent of accounts and records; the
organi zation of the admnistrative plan of each institution; and
all other matters incident to the proper functioning of the
institutions. The board shall have the authority to establish
m ni mum st andards of achi evenent as a prerequisite for entrance
into any of the institutions under its jurisdiction, which
standards need not be uniform between the various institutions and
whi ch may be based upon such criteria as the board may establish.

(c) The board shall exercise all the powers and prerogatives
conferred upon it under the |laws establishing and providing for
the operation of the several institutions herein specified. The
board shall adopt such bylaws and regulations fromtinme to tine as
it deens expedient for the proper supervision and control of the
several institutions of higher |earning, insofar as such byl aws
and regul ations are not repugnant to the Constitution and | aws,
and not inconsistent with the object for which these institutions
were established. The board shall have power and authority to
prescribe rules and regul ations for policing the canpuses and al
bui |l dings of the respective institutions, to authorize the arrest
of all persons violating on any canpus any crimnal |aw of the
state, and to have such law violators turned over to the civil
authorities.

(d) For all institutions specified herein, the board shal
provi de a uni form system of recording and of accounting approved
by the State Departnent of Audit. The board shall annually

prepare, or cause to be prepared, a budget for each institution of

S. B. No. 2474 *SS01/ R516*
07/ SS01/ R516
PAGE 2



62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94

hi gher | earning for the succeeding year which nust be prepared and
in readiness for at least thirty (30) days before the conveni ng of
the reqgul ar session of the Legislature. All relationships and
negoti ati ons between the State Legislature and its various
commttees and the institutions naned herein shall be carried on
t hrough the board of trustees. No official, enployee or agent
representing any of the separate institutions shall appear before
the Legislature or any commttee thereof except upon the witten
order of the board or upon the request of the Legislature or a
commttee thereof.

(e) For all institutions specified herein, the board shal
prepare an annual report to the Legislature setting forth the
di sbursenents of all nonies appropriated to the respective
institutions. Each report to the Legislature shall show how t he
noney appropriated to the several institutions has been expended,
begi nning and ending with the fiscal years of the institutions,
showi ng the nane of each teacher, officer, and enployee, and the
sal ary paid each, and an item zed statenent of each and every item
of receipts and expenditures. Each report nust be bal anced, and
must begin with the fornmer balance. |If any property belonging to
the state or the institution is used for profit, the reports shal
show t he expense incurred in managi ng the property and the anount
received therefrom The reports shall also show a sunmary of the
gross receipts and gross di sbursenents for each year and shal
show t he noney on hand at the beginning of the fiscal period of
the institution next preceding each session of the Legislature and
t he necessary anount of expense to be incurred fromsaid date to
January 1 followi ng. The board shall keep the annual expenditures
of each institution herein nentioned within the incone derived
fromlegislative appropriations and other sources, but in case of
energency arising fromacts of providence, epidemcs, fire or
stormwith the witten approval of the Governor and by witten

consent of a mpjority of the senators and of the representatives
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it may exceed the incone. The board shall require a surety bond
in a surety conpany authorized to do business in this state, of
every enpl oyee who is the custodi an of funds bel onging to one or
nore of the institutions nentioned herein, which bond shall be in
a sumto be fixed by the board in an anount that will properly
safeguard the said funds, the premumfor which shall be paid out
of the funds appropriated for said institutions.

(f) The board shall have the power and authority to el ect
the heads of the various institutions of higher |learning and to
contract with all deans, professors, and other nenbers of the
teaching staff, and all admnistrative enpl oyees of said
institutions for a termof not exceeding four (4) years. The
board shall have the power and authority to term nate any such
contract at any time for mal feasance, inefficiency, or
cont umaci ous conduct, but never for political reasons. It shal
be the policy of the board to permt the executive head of each
institution to nomnate for election by the board all subordinate
enpl oyees of the institution over which he presides. It shall be
the policy of the board to elect all officials for a definite
tenure of service and to reelect during the period of satisfactory
service. The board shall have the power to nmake any adjustnents
it thinks necessary between the various departnments and school s of
any institution or between the different institutions.

(g) The board shall keep conplete m nutes and records of al
proceedi ngs which shall be open for inspection by any citizen of
the state.

(h) The board shall have the power to contract, on a
shar ed- savi ngs, |ease or |ease-purchase basis, for energy
efficiency services and/or equi pnent as prescribed in Section
31-7-14, not to exceed ten (10) years.

(i) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning, for and on behal f of Jackson State University, is hereby

aut horized to convey by donation or otherw se easenents across
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portions of certain real estate located in the Cty of Jackson,
Hi nds County, M ssissippi, for right-of-way required for the Metro
Par kway Project.

(j) In connection with any international contract between
the board or one of the state's institutions of higher |earning
and any party outside of the United States, the board or
institution that is the party to the international contract is
her eby aut hori zed and enpowered to include in the contract a
provision for the resolution by arbitration of any controversy
between the parties to the contract relating to such contract or
the failure or refusal to performany part of the contract. Such
provi sion shall be valid, enforceable and irrevocabl e w thout
regard to the justiciable character of the controversy. Provided,
however, that in the event either party to such contract initiates
litigation against the other with respect to the contract, the
arbitration provision shall be deened waived unl ess asserted as a
def ense on or before the responding party is required to answer
such litigation

(k) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning ("board"), on behalf of any institution under its
jurisdiction, shall purchase and maintain business property
i nsurance and busi ness personal property insurance on al
uni versi ty-owned buil di ngs and/ or contents as required by federal
| aw and regul ati ons of the Federal Energency Managenent Agency
(FEMA) as is necessary for receiving public assistance or
rei nbursenent for repair, reconstruction, replacenent or other
damage to those buildings and/or contents caused by the Hurricane
Katrina D saster of 2005 or subsequent disasters. The board is
aut hori zed to expend funds from any avail abl e source for the
pur pose of obtaining and mai ntaining that property insurance. The
board is authorized to enter into agreenents with the Departnent
of Finance and Adm nistration, |ocal school districts,

communi ty/junior college districts, comunity hospitals and/or
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other state agencies to pool their liabilities to participate in a

group business property and/ or busi ness personal property

i nsurance program subject to uniformrules and regul ati ons as may

be adopted by the Departnent of Finance and Adm ni stration.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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