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Senat or (s) Hor hn To:  County Affairs;
Muni ci palities

SENATE BILL NO 2385
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 19-7-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS OF ANY COUNTY TO SELL, LEASE OR
OTHERW SE CONVEY SURPLUS COUNTY PROPERTY LOCATED I N A BLI GHTED
AREA, WTH OR W THOUT CONSI DERATI ON, SUBJECT TO CERTAI N
CONDI TI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 19-7-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

19-7-3. (1) In case any of the real estate belonging to the
county shall cease to be used for county purposes, the board of
supervisors nmay sell, convey or |ease the same on such terns as
the board nay el ect and may, in addition, exchange the sane for
real estate belonging to any other political subdivision |ocated
within the county. 1In case of a sale on a credit, the county
shall have a lien on the sane for the purchase noney, as agai nst
all persons, until paid and may enforce the lien as in such cases
provided by law. The deed of conveyance in such cases shall be
executed in the name of the county by the president of the board
of supervisors, pursuant to an order of the board entered on its
m nut es.

(2) (a) Before any |ease, deed or conveyance i s executed,
the board shall publish at | east once each week for three (3)
consecutive weeks, in a public newspaper of the county in which
the land is |ocated, or if no newspaper be published in said
county then in a newspaper having general circulation therein, the
intention to | ease or sell, as the case nay be, the county-owned
| and and to accept seal ed conpetitive bids for the | easing or

sale. The board shall thereafter accept bids for the | ease or
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sale and shall award the |ease to the highest bidder in the manner
provi ded by | aw

(b) The board of supervisors of any county may contract
for the professional services of a Mssissippi-licensed real
estate broker to assist in the nmarketing and sale or |ease of the
property for a reasonabl e conm ssion, consistent with or | ower
than the market rate, for services rendered to be paid fromthe
sal e or | ease proceeds.

(3) \Whenever the board of supervisors shall find and
determ ne, by resolution duly and awfully adopted and spread upon
its mnutes (a) that any county-owned property is no | onger needed
for county or related purposes and is not to be used in the
operation of the county, (b) that the sale of the property in the
manner ot herw se provided by law is not necessary or desirable for
the financial welfare of the county, and (c) that the use of the
county property for the purpose for which it is to be sold,
conveyed or leased will pronote and foster the devel opnment and
i nprovenent of the community in which it is |ocated and the civic,
soci al, educational, cultural, noral, econom c or industrial
wel fare thereof, the board of supervisors of such county shall be
aut hori zed and enpowered, in its discretion, to sell, convey,
| ease, or otherw se di spose of same for any of the purposes set
forth herein.

(4) (a) In addition to such authority as is otherw se

granted under this section, the board of supervisors, inits

di scretion, may sell, |ease, or otherw se convey property to any

person or legal entity w thout public notice, wthout having to

advertise for and accept conpetitive bids and w t hout appraisal,

with or without consideration, and on such terns and conditions as

the parties may agree if the board of supervisors finds and

determ nes, by resolution duly and | awfully adopted and spread

upon its official mnutes:
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(i) That the subject property is real property

acquired by the county:

1. By reason of a tax sal e;

2. Because the property was abandoned or

bl i ghted; or

3. In a proceeding to satisfy a county lien

agai nst the property;

(i1i1) That the subject property is blighted and is

|l ocated in a blighted area;

(1i1) That the subject property is not needed for

governnental or related purposes and is not to be used in the

operation of the county,

(iv) That the sale of the property in the manner

ot herwi se provided by law is not necessary or desirable for the

financial welfare of the county; and

(v) That the use of the property for the purpose

for which it is to be conveyed wll pronote and foster the

devel opnent and i nprovenent of the conmmunity in which it is

| ocated or the civic, social, educational, cultural, noral,

econom c or industrial welfare thereof; the purpose for which the

property is conveyed shall be stated.

(b) Al costs associated with a conveyance under this

subsection shall be paid by the person or entity to whomthe

conveyance i s nade.

(c) Any deed or instrunent of conveyance executed

pursuant to the authority granted under this subsection shal

contain a clause of reverter providing that title to the property

will revert to the county if the person or entity to whomthe

property is conveyed does not fulfill the purpose for which the

property was conveyed and satisfy all conditions inposed on the

conveyance within two (2) years of the date of the conveyance.
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(d) In any such deed or instrunent of conveyance, the

county shall retain all mneral rights that it owns, together with

the right of ingress and egress to renove sane.

(5) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to
prohibit, restrict or to prescribe conditions with regard to the
authority granted under Section 17-25-3 or Section 57-75-37.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.
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