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SENATE BI LL NO. 2384

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-7-61, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE AMOUNT OF JUROR PAY; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-7-61, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

[Effective until January 1, 2008, this section shall read as
foll ows: ]

25-7-61. (1) Fees of jurors shall be payable as foll ows:

(a) Gand jurors and petit jurors in the chancery,

county, circuit and special em nent domain courts shall be paid an
anount to be set by the board of supervisors, not to be | ess than

Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per day, * * * plus nmileage authorized in

Section 25-3-41. In the trial of all cases where jurors are in
charge of bailiffs and are not pernmitted to separate, the sheriff
with the approval of the trial judge nay pay for room and board of
jurors on panel for actual tine of trial.

No grand juror shall receive any conpensation except nl eage
unl ess he shall have been sworn as provided by Section 13-5-45;
and no petit, juror except those jurors called on special venires,
shal | receive any conpensation authorized under this subsection
except mleage unless he shall have been sworn as provided by
Section 13-5-71.

(b) Jurors making inquisitions of * * * unsound m nd

and jurors on coroner's inquest shall be paid Twenty-five Dollars

($25.00) per day plus mleage authorized in Section 25-3-41 by the

county treasurer on order of the board of supervisors on
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certificate of the clerk of the chancery court in which such
inquisition is held.
(c) Jurors in the justice courts shall be paid

Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) per day * * *. In all crimnal cases

in the justice court wherein the prosecution fails, the fees of
jurors shall be paid by the county treasurer on order of the board
of supervisors on certificate of the county attorney in al
counties that have county attorneys, otherw se by the justice
court judge.

(2) Any juror may return the fees provided as conpensation
for service as a juror to the county which paid for such person's
service as a juror. The fees returned to the county may be
earmarked for a particular purpose to be selected by the juror,

i ncl udi ng:

(a) The local public library;

(b) Local |aw enforcenent;

(c) The M ssissippi Burn Care Fund created in Section
7-9-70, M ssissippi Code of 1972; or

(d) Any other governnental agency.

[Effective fromand after January 1, 2008, this section shal
read as follows:]

25-7-61. (1) Fees of jurors shall be payable as foll ows:

(a) Gand jurors and petit jurors in the chancery,
county, circuit and special em nent domain courts shall be paid an
anount to be set by the board of supervisors, not to be |ess than

Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per day * * * plus mileage authorized in

Section 25-3-41. In the trial of all cases where jurors are in
charge of bailiffs and are not permtted to separate, the sheriff,
with the approval of the trial judge, may pay for room and board
of jurors on panel for actual tine of trial.

No grand juror shall receive any conpensati on except m | eage
unl ess he shall have been sworn as provided by Section 13-5-45;

and no petit juror, except those jurors called on special venires,
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shal | receive any conpensation authorized under this subsection
except m | eage unless he shall have been sworn as provided by
Section 13-5-71.

(b) Jurors making inquisitions of * * * unsound m nd

and jurors on coroner's inquest shall be paid Twenty-five Doll ars

($25.00) per day plus mleage authorized in Section 25-3-41 by the
county treasurer on order of the board of supervisors on
certificate of the clerk of the chancery court in which such
inquisition is held.

(c) Jurors in the justice courts shall be paid

Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) per day * * *. In all crimnal cases

in the justice court wherein the prosecution fails, the fees of
jurors shall be paid by the county treasurer on order of the board
of supervisors on certificate of the county attorney in al
counties that have county attorneys, otherw se by the justice
court judge.

(2) Any juror may return the fees provided as conpensation
for service as a juror to the county which paid for such person's
service as a juror. The fees returned to the county may be
earmarked for a particular purpose to be selected by the juror,

i ncl udi ng:

(a) The local public library;

(b) Local |aw enforcenent;

(c) The M ssissippi Burn Care Fund created in Section
7-9-70, M ssissippi Code of 1972; or

(d) Any other governnental agency.

(3) The Admnistrative Ofice of Courts shall promul gate
rules to establish a Lengthy Trial Fund to be used to provide ful
or partial wage replacenent or wage supplenentation to jurors who
serve as petit jurors in civil cases for nore than ten (10) days.

(a) The court rules shall provide for the foll ow ng:
(1) The selection and appoi ntnent of an

adm ni strator for the fund.
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(i1i1) Procedures for the adm nistration of the
fund, including paynents of salaries of the adm nistrator and
ot her necessary personnel .

(tii1) Procedures for the accounting, auditing and
i nvestment of noney in the Lengthy Trial Fund.

(tv) Areport by the Admnistrative Ofice of
Courts on the adm nistration of the Lengthy Trial Fund in its
annual report on the judicial branch, setting forth the noney
collected for and disbursed fromthe fund.

(b) The adm nistrator shall use any nonies deposited in
the Lengthy Trial Fund to pay full or partial wage replacenment or
suppl enentation to jurors whose enpl oyers pay |ess than ful
regul ar wages when the period of jury service lasts nore than ten
(10) days.

(c) To the extent funds are available in the Lengthy
Trial Fund, and in accordance with any rules or regulations
promul gated by the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, the court my
pay repl acenent or suppl enental wages out of the Lengthy Trial
Fund not to exceed Three Hundred Dol |l ars ($300.00) per day per
juror beginning on the eleventh day of jury service. |In addition,
for any jurors who qualify for paynment by virtue of having served
on a jury for nore than ten (10) days, the court, upon finding
that such service posed a significant financial hardship to a
juror, even in |ight of paynents nade with respect to jury service
after the tenth day, may award repl acenent or suppl enental wages
out of the Lengthy Trial Fund not to exceed One Hundred Dol |l ars
($100. 00) per day fromthe fourth to the tenth day of jury
servi ce.

(d) Any juror who is serving or has served on a jury
that qualifies for paynment fromthe Lengthy Trial Fund, provided
the service commenced on or after January 1, 2008, may submt a
request for paynment fromthe Lengthy Trial Fund on a formthat the

adm ni strator provides. Paynent shall be limted to the
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difference between the jury fee specified in subsection (1) of
this section and the actual anpbunt of wages a juror earns, up to
t he maxi num | evel payable, m nus any anount the juror actually
receives fromthe enployer during the sane tine period.

(1) The formshall disclose the juror's regular
wages, the amount the enployer will pay during the termof jury
service starting on the eleventh day and thereafter, the anount of
repl acenent or suppl enental wages requested, and any ot her
information the adm ni strator deens necessary for proper paynent.

(ii) The juror also shall be required to submt
verification fromthe enployer as to the wage information provided
to the admnistrator, for exanple, the enployee's nbst recent
earnings statenent or simlar docunent, prior to initiation of
paynment fromthe fund.

(tit) If an individual is self-enployed or
recei ves conpensation other than wages, the individual may provide
a sworn affidavit attesting to his or her approxi mate gross weekly
i ncone, together with such other information as the adm nistrator
may require, in order to verify weekly incone.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to inpose an
obligation on any county to place nonies in the Lengthy Trial Fund
or to pay replacenent or supplenental wages to any juror from
county funds.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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