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Senat or (s) Hor hn To: County Affairs

SENATE BI LL NO. 2377

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS OF ANY COUNTY TO
SET ASI DE FOR EXPENDI TURE W TH M NORI TY BUSI NESSES A CERTAI N
PORTI ON OF ANNUAL ANTI Cl PATED CONTRACT EXPENDI TURES FOR
PROFESSI ONAL SERVI CES AND PUBLI C WORK PROJECTS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. In addition to any authority granted el sewhere by

| aw, boards of supervisors of counties are hereby authorized and
enpowered, in their discretion, in contracting for professional
services and public work projects, to set aside for expenditure
with mnority businesses not nore than twenty percent (20% of
their annual anticipated expenditures for such purposes. Al such
set-aside expenditures shall conply with all applicabl e purchasing
regul ati ons promul gated by the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration and shall be subject to any bid requirenents
ot herwi se provided by |law. Set-aside expenditures for which
conpetitive bids are required shall be made fromthe | owest and
best mnority business bidder. For the purposes of this act, the
term"mnority business"” means (a) a business which is owned by a
majority of persons who are, or (b) licensed professionals who
are: United States citizens or permanent resident aliens (as
defined by the Inmigration and Naturalization Service) of the
United States, and who are Asian, Black, H spanic or Native
Anerican, according to the follow ng definitions:

"Asi an" neans persons having origins in any of the original
peopl e of the Far East, Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent,

or the Pacific |slands.
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"Bl ack” neans persons having origins in any black raci al
group of Africa.

"Hi spani c" neans persons of Spanish or Portuguese culture
wWith origins in Mexico, South or Central Anerica, or the Caribbean
| sl ands, regardl ess of race.

"Native American" means persons having origins in any of the
original people of North America, including Anerican |ndians,

Eski nos and Al euts.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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