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Senator(s) Carm chael, King To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO 2339

AN ACT TO PROVI DE TU TI ON FEE WAI VERS FOR VETERANS
DEPENDENTS; TO DEFI NE CERTAIN TERM5; TO PROVI DE THE CRI TERI A FOR
THE TU TI ON FEE WAI VERS; TO PROHI BI T ANY DEPENDENT FROM RECEI VI NG
BENEFI TS UNDER THI S ACT DURI NG THE TI ME HE | S ENTI TLED TO RECEI VE
DUPLI CATE ASSI STANCE FROM ANY OTHER GOVERNVENT SOURCE; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. As used in this act:

(a) "Veterans" neans:

(i) Any person who served in the Arny, Navy or
Marine Corps of the United States and was killed in action or died
as aresult of war service in Wrld War | since April 6, 1917;

(i) Any nmenber of the Arny, Navy, Coast Guard or
Marine Corps of the United States, or any of their auxiliaries,
i ncluding, but not limted to, the Philippine Commonweal th Arnmny,
the Regul ar Scouts ("O d Scouts"), and the Special Philippine
Scouts ("New Scouts"), who was killed in action in Wrld War Il on
or after Decenber 7, 1941, and prior to January 1, 1947, or who
died at any tine as a result of war service during such period;

(tii) Any nmenber of the Arned Forces of the United
States who was killed in action during a period of hostilities in
which the United States is engaged, or who died or was totally
disabled at any tinme as a result of active service during any such
period or during the induction period; or

(iv) Any person who, at the tine of entry into the
Arnmed Forces of the United States was a resident of the state and
was subsequently declared by the United States governnent to be

m ssing in action, captured in the line of duty by hostile forces,
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or forcibly detained or interned in the line of duty by a foreign
gover nment or power.

(b) "Departnent” nmeans the M ssissippi Departnent of
Veterans Affairs.

(c) "Dependent of a veteran" neans the natural or
adopted child of a veteran, or stepchild of a veteran as defined
by the United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs for
conpensati on purposes, the unmarried surviving spouse of a
veteran, or the spouse of a totally disabled veteran.

(d) "Induction period" means (i) the period begi nning
Sept enber 16, 1940, and endi ng Decenber 6, 1941, and the period
begi nning January 1, 1947, and endi ng June 26, 1950, and (ii) the
peri od begi nning on February 1, 1955, and ending on the day before
the first day thereafter on which individuals (other than
individuals liable for induction by reason of a prior defernent)
are no longer liable for induction for training and service into
the arned forces under the federal Universal MIlitary Training and
Servi ce Act.

SECTION 2. (a) A dependent of a veteran applying for aid

under this act shall be over the age of fourteen (14) or shal
have entered the ninth grade, and shall be a native of or shal
have lived in this state for five (5) of the nine (9) years

i medi ately preceding the date that the application is filed.

(b) Any dependent of a veteran who has attained eligibility
pursuant to this act while under twenty-one (21) years of age may
continue to receive the benefits of this act until the needed
training is conpleted or until he or she attains the age of
twenty-seven (27) years, whichever first occurs.

(c) The eligibility limtations of paragraph (b) shall not
apply to the spouse or dependent w dow of a veteran. However, the
spouse or dependent w dow of a veteran shall be limted to not
nore than forty-eight (48) nonths, or full-tine training, or the

equi val ent thereof in part-time training.
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(d) Notwithstanding the eligibility limtations of paragraph
(b), a dependent who has honorably served in the Armed Forces of
the United States may be granted an extension of training through
the age of thirty (30) years.

(e) The eligibility limtations of paragraphs (a) and (b)
shall not apply to the dependent of a veteran as defined in
subpar agraph (iv) of paragraph (a) of Section 1 of this act.

SECTI ON 3. A dependent of a veteran who desires to continue

his education may apply to the Departnment of Veterans Affairs. |If
in the opinion of the departnent the educational needs of the
applicant can be satisfactorily net in educational institutions in
this state or el sewhere, the departnent shall assune state

war dshi p over the education of the applicant. The departnent may
provi de educational counsel for applicants and assist themin
securing adm ssion to suitable institutions of learning. Tuition
may be paid at private schools only when suitable opportunity is
not available in public or sem-public institutions.

SECTI ON 4. The Departnment of Veterans Affairs, insofar as

funds permt, nmay provide:

(a) For the paynent of tuition and other fees.

(b) For the nonthly paynent of an all owance for books,
supplies and |iving expenses of the student. Qualified applicants
may claimtheir first nonthly all owance upon conpl etion of school
registration and the departnment is authorized to establish a
revolving fund if necessary to expedite paynent.

SECTION 5. For students of collegiate, community coll ege,

busi ness and trade school rank, the anount expended by the
departnent as an allowance for living expenses shall not exceed
One Hundred Dol l ars ($100.00) per nonth. Dependents enrolled in
the fifth year of any course requiring five (5) years may be
considered to be at the undergraduate level. For students of high
school rank, the anpunt shall not exceed Fifty Dollars ($50.00)

per nonth during the tinme the student is in actual attendance at a
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day school. Absence during the nonth on account of illness shal
be i ncluded as attendance.

SECTION 6. The Departnent of Veterans Affairs shall consider

applications in the order in which they are received. |If the
funds available are insufficient to neet the obligations which
woul d arise fromthe guardi anship of all worthy applicants, the
departnent shall assune wardshi p over the applicants who are nost
urgently in need of further education, taking into consideration
bot h schol astic achi evenent and financial need.

SECTION 7. No dependent of a veteran, as defined in

subparagraph (i), (ii) or (iii) of paragraph (a) of Section 1 of
this act, shall be eligible to receive the benefits of this act
during the tinme that he is entitled to receive federal educational
benefits under Chapter 35, Title 38, United States Code, as
anended, or duplicate assistance from any ot her governnment source.

SECTI ON 8. Upon application to the departnment by a dependent

of a veteran as defined in subparagraph (iv) of paragraph (a) of
Section 1 of this act, the departnent shall reinburse such person
for the costs of tuition and fees incurred by such person at a
public or private educational institution.

SECTION 9. The Departnent of Veterans Affairs may promul gate

any rules and regul ati ons necessary to carry out the purposes of
this act.

SECTION 10. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.
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