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Senat or (s) Chaney, d arke To:  Education
Appropri ations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2330

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-3-11, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE THE STATEW DE FI NANCI AL REPORT BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON TO COWPLY W TH THE STANDARD THAT AT LEAST 65% OF TOTAL
CURRENT OPERATI ONAL EXPENDI TURES SHALL BE EXPENDED FOR DI RECT
STUDENT | NSTRUCTI ON AND TO PROVI DE THAT SAI D FI NANCI AL REPORT
SHALL BE PREPARED ON A SCHOOL DI STRI CT BASIS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-3-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-3-11. The State Superintendent of Public Education shal
performthe duties assigned to himby the State Board of
Educati on, and he shall have the follow ng duties:

(a) To serve as secretary for the State Board of
Educati on;

(b) To be the chief adm nistrative officer of the State
Depart ment of Educati on;

(c) To recomrend to the State Board of Education, for
its consideration, rules and regul ations for the supervision of
the public free schools and agricultural high schools of the state
and for the efficient organization and conduct of the sane;

(d) To collect data and nake it available to the state
board for determ ning the proper distribution of the state common
school funds;

(e) To keep a conplete record of all official acts of
the state superintendent and the acts of the State Board of
Educati on;

(f) To prepare, have printed and furnish all officers

charged with the adm nistration of the laws pertaining to the
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public schools, such blank fornms and books as nay be necessary to
the proper discharge of their duties, which printing is to be paid
for out of funds provided by the Legislature;

(g) To have printed in panphlet formthe | aws
pertaining to the public schools and publish therein forns for
conducting school business, the rules and regulations for the
governnment of schools that the state superintendent or the State
Board of Education may reconmend, and such other matters as nay be
deened worthy of public interest pertaining to the public schools,
which printing is to be paid for out of funds provided by the
Legi sl ature;

(h) To neet all superintendents annually at such tine
and place as the state superintendent shall appoint for the
pur pose of accumulating facts relative to schools, to reviewthe
educati onal progress made in the various sections of the state, to
conpare views, discuss problens, hear discussions and suggestions
relative to exam nations and qualifications of teachers, nethods
of instruction, textbooks, summer schools for teachers, visitation
of school s, consolidation of schools, health work in the school s,
vocati onal education and other matters pertaining to the public
school system

(1) To advise all superintendents upon all matters
i nvolving the welfare of the schools, and at the request of any
superintendent, to give an opinion upon a witten statenent of
facts on all questions and controversies arising out of the
interpretation and construction of the school laws, in regard to
rights, powers and duties of school officers and superintendents,
and to keep a record of all such decisions. Before giving any
opi nion, the superintendent may submt the statenent of facts to
the Attorney CGeneral, and it shall be the duty of the Attorney
Ceneral forthwith to exam ne such statenment and suggest the proper

deci sion to be made upon such fact;
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(j) To require annually, and as often as the state
superi ntendent may deem proper, of all superintendents, detailed
reports on the educational business of the various districts;

(k) On or before January 10 in each year to prepare,
under the direction of the State Board of Education, and have
printed the annual report of the board to the Legislature show ng:

(1) The receipts and di sbursenents of all school
funds handl ed by the board;

(11) Reports of expenditures for public schools,
whi ch, upon request, mnmust be made avail able on an indivi dual
school district basis by the State Departnent of Education. The
reports nust show the same | evel of detail as reports conpleted
before the 2006 fiscal year and nust be divided into the foll ow ng
categories and function codes:

1. Total Student Expenditures:
a. Instruction (1000s);
b. Oher Student Instructional
Expendi tures (2100s, 2200s);
2. General Adm nistration (2300s and 2500s);
3. School Adm nistration (2400s);
4. O her Expenditures (2600s, 2700s, 2800s,
3100s, 3200s); and
5. Nonoperational Expenditures (4000s, 5000s,
6000s) ;

Beginning in fiscal year 2008, Total Student Expenditures

shall be at |east sixty-five percent (65% of Total Current

Oper ati onal Expenditures, exclusive of Fixed Assets Expenditures

in the other expenditures categories. This sixty-five percent

(659 requirenent shall not be in effect in fiscal years when a

natural disaster or state of energency has been declared by the

Governor in counties in which nore than one-fifth (1/5) of school

districts in the State of Mssissippi are |ocated. These reports
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shall be nmade available by district fromthe State Departnent of

Educati on upon request.

(ti1) The nunmber of school districts, school
teachers enpl oyed, school adm nistrators enployed, pupils taught
and the attendance record of pupils therein;

(itv) County and district levies for each school
district and agricultural high school;

(v) The condition of vocational education, a list
of schools to which federal and state aid has been given, and a
detail ed statenent of the expenditures of federal funds and the
state funds that may be provided, and the ranking of subjects
taught as conpared with the state's needs;

(vi) Such general matters, information and
recommendations as relate, in the board' s opinion, to the
educational interests of the state;

(I') To determ ne the nunber of educable children in the
several school districts under rules and regul ati ons prescribed by
the State Board of Education; and

(m To perform such other duties as may be prescribed
by the State Board of Educati on.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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