M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

Senat or (s) Dawki ns To: Public Health and
Wl fare; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO 2288

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-15-13, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT OF HUVAN SERVI CES TO PROVI DE CASE
MANAGEMENT, AFTERCARE, TRANSI TI ONAL AND EDUCATI ON SERVI CES FOR
YOUNG ADULTS OVER AGE 18 THROUGH AGE 23 WHO WERE FORMERLY IN
FOSTER CARE UNDER CERTAI' N CONDI TI ONS, TO PROVI DE FOR COURT
APPROVAL OF SUCH SERVI CES, TO PRESCRI BE THE SERVI CES TO BE
PROVI DED AND APPLI CATI ON PROCEDURES, TO AUTHORI ZE AN EDUCATI ON AND
TRAI NI NG VOUCHER PROGRAM FOR SUCH YOUNG ADULTS FORVERLY I N FOSTER
CARE, TO AUTHORI ZE A "ROAD TO | NDEPENDENCE SCHOLARSHI P" PROGRAM
FOR YOUNG ADULTS FORVERLY I N FOSTER CARE TO COVPLETE H GH SCHOOL
OR I TS EQUI VALENT OR TO COVMPLETE A POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON
PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 43-15-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-15-13. (1) For purposes of this section, "children"
means persons found within the state who are under the age of
twenty-one (21) years, and who were placed in the custody of the
Depart ment of Human Services by the youth court of the appropriate
county.

(2) The Departnent of Human Services shall establish a
foster care placenent programfor children whose custody lies with
the departnent, with the foll ow ng objectives:

(a) Protecting and pronmoting the health, safety and
wel fare of children;

(b) Preventing the unnecessary separation of children
fromtheir famlies by identifying famly problens, assisting
famlies in resolving their problens and preventing the breakup of
the fam |y where the prevention of child renoval is desirable and
possi bl e when the child can be cared for at home w t hout

endangering the child' s health and safety;
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(c) Renedying or assisting in the solution of problens
which may result in the neglect, abuse, exploitation or
del i nquency of children;

(d) Restoring to their famlies children who have been
renmoved, by the provision of services to the child and the
famlies when the child can be cared for at home w t hout
endangering the child' s health and safety;

(e) Placing children in suitable adoptive hones
approved by a licensed adoption agency or famly protection
specialist, in cases where restoration to the biological famly is
not safe, possible or appropriate;

(f) Assuring safe and adequate care of children away
fromtheir honmes, in cases where the child cannot be returned hone
or cannot be placed for adoption. At the tinme of placenent, the
departnent shall inplenment concurrent planning, as described in
subsection (8) of this section, so that pernmanency may occur at
the earliest opportunity. Consideration of possible failure or
del ay of reunification should be given, to the end that the
pl acenmrent nmade is the best avail abl e placenent to provide
permanency for the child; and

(g) Providing a famly protection specialist or worker
or team of such specialists or workers for a famly and child
t hroughout the inplenentation of their permanent |iving
arrangenment plan. \Werever feasible, the same famly protection
speci alist or worker or teamshall remain on the case until the
child is no |l onger under the jurisdiction of the youth court.

(3) The State Departnment of Human Services shall adm nister
a system of individualized plans and revi ews once every six (6)
nont hs for each child under its custody within the State of
M ssi ssippi, each child who has been adjudged a negl ect ed,
abandoned or abused child and whose custody was changed by court
order as a result of such adjudication, and each public or private

facility licensed by the departnent. The State Departnent of
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Human Servi ces adm ni strative review shall be conpleted on each
child within the first three (3) nonths and a foster care review
once every six (6) nonths after the child s initial
forty-eight-hour shelter hearing. Such systemshall be for the
pur pose of enhancing potential famly life for the child by the
devel opnent of individual plans to return the child to its natura
parent or parents, or to refer the child to the appropriate court
for termnation of parental rights and placenent in a permanent
relative' s hone, adoptive hone or foster/adoptive hone. The goa
of the State Departnent of Human Services shall be to return the
child to its natural parent(s) or refer the child to the
appropriate court for term nation of parental rights and pl acenent
in a permanent relative's hone, adoptive hone or foster/adoptive
home within the tinme periods specified in this subsection or in
subsection (4) of this section. |In furthering this goal, the
departnent shall establish policy and procedures designed to
appropriately place children in permanent hones, such policy to
include a systemof reviews for all children in foster care, as
follows: foster care counselors in the departnent shall make al
possi ble contact wwth the child' s natural parent(s) and any
interested relative for the first two (2) nonths foll ow ng the
child s entry into the foster care system For any child who was
in foster care before July 1, 1998, and has been in foster care
for fifteen (15) of the last twenty-two (22) nonths regardl ess of
whet her the foster care was continuous for all of those twenty-two
(22) nonths, the departnent shall file a petition to term nnate the
parental rights of the child's parents. The tinme period starts to
run fromthe date the court nmakes a finding of abuse and/or
negl ect or sixty (60) days fromwhen the child was renoved from
his or her honme, whichever is earlier. The departnent can choose
not to file a termnation of parental rights petition if the
foll ow ng apply:

(a) The child is being cared for by a relative; and/or
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(b) The departnent has docunented conpel ling and
extraordi nary reasons why term nation of parental rights would not
be in the best interests of the child. Prior to granting or
denyi ng a request by the departnent for an extension of time for
filing a termnation of parental rights action, the court shal
receive a witten report on the progress which a parent of such
child has nade in treatnent, to be made to the court in witing by
a nental health/substance abuse therapist or counsel or.

(4) In the case of any child who is placed in foster care on
or after July 1, 1998, except in cases of aggravated circunstances
prescribed in Section 43-21-603(7)(c) or (d), the child s natural
parent(s) will have a reasonable tinme to be determ ned by the
court, which shall not exceed a six-nonth period of tine, in which
to meet the service agreenment with the departnent for the benefit
of the child unless the departnent has docunented extraordinary
and conpelling reasons for extending the tine period in the best
interest of the child. If this agreenent has not been
satisfactorily nmet, simultaneously the child will be referred to
the appropriate court for termnation of parental rights and
pl acenment in a permanent relative's honme, adoptive hone or a
foster/adoptive honme. For children under the age of three (3)
years, term nation of parental rights shall be initiated within
six (6) nonths, unless the departnent has docunented conpelling
and extraordi nary circunstances, and placenent in a pernanent
relative's home, adoptive honme or foster/adoptive home within two
(2) nmonths. For children who have been abandoned pursuant to the
provi sions of Section 97-5-1, termnation of parental rights shal
be initiated within thirty (30) days and placenment in an adoptive
honme shall be initiated without necessity for placenent in a
foster home. The departnment need not initiate term nation of
parental rights proceedings where the child has been placed in
durabl e | egal custody or long-termor formalized foster care by a

court of conpetent jurisdiction.
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(5) The foster care review once every six (6) nonths shal
be conducted by the youth court or its designee(s), and/or by
personnel within the State Departnent of Human Services or by a
desi gnee or designees of the departnent and may include others
appoi nted by the departnent, and the review shall include at a
m ni rum an eval uation of the child based on the foll ow ng:

(a) The extent of the care and support provided by the
parents or parent, while the child is in tenporary custody;

(b) The extent of communication with the child by
parents, parent or guardian;

(c) The degree of conpliance by the agency and the
parents with the social service plan established;

(d) The nethods of achieving the goal and the plan
establ i shing a permanent hone for the child;

(e) Social services offered and/or utilized to
facilitate plans for establishing a permanent hone for the child;
and

(f) Relevant testinony and recomrendati ons fromthe
foster parent of the child, the grandparents of the child, the
guardian ad litemof the child, representatives of any private
care agency which has cared for the child, the famly protection
wor ker or famly protection specialist assigned to the case, and
any other relevant testinony pertaining to the case.

Each child's review plan once every six (6) nonths shall be
filed with the court which awarded custody and shall be nade
avai l abl e to natural parents or foster parents upon approval of
the court. The court shall nmake a finding as to the degree of
conpliance by the agency and the parent(s) with the child's soci al
service plan. The court also shall find that the child' s health
and safety are the paranount concern. 1In the interest of the
child, the court shall, where appropriate, initiate proceedi ngs on
its own notion. The State Departnent of Hunman Servi ces shal

report to the Legislature as to the nunber of such children, the
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findings of the foster care review board and rel evant statistical
information in foster care in a sem annual report to the
Legislature to be submtted to the Joint Oversight Commttee of
t he Departnent of Human Services. The report shall not refer to
the specific nane of any child in foster care.

(6) The State Departnent of Human Services, with the
cooperation and assi stance of the State Departnent of Health,
shal | develop and inplenent a training programfor foster care
parents to indoctrinate themas to their proper responsibilities
upon a child's entry into their foster care. The program shal
provide a m ninum of twelve (12) clock hours of training. The
foster care training programshall be satisfactorily conpleted by
such foster care parents prior to or within ninety (90) days after
child placenment with such parent. Record of such foster care
parent's training program participation shall be filed with the
court as part of a foster care child' s review plan once every siXx
(6) nonths.

(7) \When the Departnent of Human Services is considering
pl acenent of a child in a foster honme and when the departnent
deens it to be in the best interest of the child, the departnent
shall give first priority to placing the child in the hone of one
(1) of the child' s relatives within the third degree, as conputed
by the civil lawrule. 1In placing the child in a relative's hone,
the departnent may waive any rule, regulation or policy applicable
to placenent in foster care that would otherwi se require the child
to have a separate bed or bedroom or have a bedroom of a certain
size, if placing the child in a relative's hone would be in the
best interest of the child and such requirenents cannot be nmet in
the relative's hone.

(8) The Legislature recognizes that the best interests of
the child require that the child be placed in the nbst permanent
living arrangenent as soon as is practicably possible. To achieve

this goal, the Departnent of Human Services is directed to conduct
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concurrent planning so that a permanent |iving arrangenent may
occur at the earliest opportunity. Permanent |iving arrangenents
may i nclude prevention of placenment of a child outside the honme of
the famly when the child can be cared for at honme w t hout
endangering the child' s health or safety; reunification with the
famly, when safe and appropriate, if tenporary placenent is
necessary; or novenent of the child toward the nost pernmanent
living arrangenent and permanent |egal status. Wen a child is
pl aced in foster care or relative care, the departnent shall first
ensure and docunent that reasonable efforts were nade to prevent
or elimnate the need to renove the child fromthe child' s hone.
The departnent's first priority shall be to make reasonabl e
efforts to reunify the famly when tenporary placenent of the
child occurs or shall request a finding fromthe court that
reasonabl e efforts are not appropriate or have been unsuccessful.
A decision to place a child in foster care or relative care shal
be made with consideration of the child' s health, safety and best
interests. At the tinme of placenent, consideration should also be
given so that if reunification fails or is delayed, the placenent
made is the best avail able placenent to provide a permanent |iving
arrangement for the child. The departnment shall adopt rules
addressi ng concurrent planning for reunification and a pernanent
living arrangenent. The departnent shall consider the foll ow ng
factors when determ ning appropriateness of concurrent planning:

(a) The likelihood of pronpt reunification;

(b) The past history of the famly;

(c) The barriers to reunification being addressed by
the famly;

(d) The level of cooperation of the famly;

(e) The foster parents' willingness to work with the

famly to reunite;
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(f) The wllingness and ability of the foster famly or
rel ative placenent to provide an adoptive home or |ong-term
pl acenent ;

(g) The age of the child; and

(h) Placenent of siblings.

(9) If the departnment has placed a child in foster care or
relative care pursuant to a court order, the departnent may not
change the child's placenent unless the departnment specifically
docunents to the court that the current placenent is unsafe or
unsui tabl e or that another placenent is in the child s best
interests unless the new placenent is in an adoptive honme or other
per manent placenent. Except in enmergency circunmstances as
determ ned by the departnent or where the court orders placenent
of the child pursuant to Section 43-21-303, the foster parents,
grandparents or other relatives of the child shall be given an
opportunity to contest the specific reasons docunented by the
departnent at |east seventy-two (72) hours prior to any such
departure, and the court nmay conduct a review of such placenent
unl ess the new placenent is in an adoptive hone or other pernmanent
pl acenment. Wen a child is returned to foster care or relative
care, the fornmer foster parents or relative placenent shall be
given the prior right of return placenent in order to elimnate
additional trauma to the child.

(10) The Departnent of Human Services shall provide the
foster parents, grandparents or other relatives with at |east a
seventy-two- hour notice of departure for any child placed in their
foster care or relative care, except in energency circunstances as
determ ned by the departnent or where the court orders placenent
of the child pursuant to Section 43-21-303. The parent/| egal
guardi an, grandparents of the child, guardian ad |item and the
court exercising jurisdiction shall be notified in witing when
the child | eaves foster care or relative care placenent,

regardl ess of whether the child s departure was pl anned or
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unpl anned. The only exceptions to giving a witten notice to the
parent(s) are when a parent has voluntarily released the child for
adoption or the parent's legal rights to the child have been
termnated through the appropriate court with jurisdiction.

(11) The Departnent of Human Services shall extend the
followng rights to foster care parents:

(a) A clear understanding of their role as foster
parents and the roles of the birth parent(s) and the placenent
agency in respect to the child in care;

(b) Respect, consideration, trust and value as a famly
who is making an inportant contribution to the agency's
obj ecti ves;

(c) Involvenent in all the agency's crucial decisions
regarding the foster child as team nenbers who have pertinent
i nformati on based on their day-to-day know edge of the child in
care;

(d) Support fromthe famly protection worker or the
famly protection specialist in efforts to do a better day-to-day
job in caring for the child and in working to achi eve the agency's
objectives for the child and the birth famly through provision
of :

(1) Pertinent information about the child and the
birth famly;

(i1i1) Help in using appropriate resources to neet
the child' s needs;

(ti1) Drect interviews between the famly
protection worker or specialist and the child, previously
di scussed and understood by the foster parents;

(e) The opportunity to devel op confidence in making
day-to-day decisions in regard to the child;

(f) The opportunity to learn and grow in their vocation

t hrough pl anned foster parent education;
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(g) The opportunity to be heard regardi ng agency
practices that they may question; and

(h) Reinbursenent for costs of the foster child' s care
in the formof a board paynent based on the age of the foster
child as prescribed in Section 43-15-17.

(12) The Departnent of Human Services shall require the
follow ng responsibilities fromparticipating foster parents:

(a) Understanding the departnent's function in regard
to the foster care program and rel ated soci al service prograns;

(b) Sharing with the departnent any information which
may contribute to the care of foster children;

(c) Functioning wwthin the established goals and
objectives to inprove the general welfare of the foster child;

(d) Recognizing the problens in foster home placenent
that will require professional advice and assistance and that such
hel p should be utilized to its full potential;

(e) Recognizing that the foster famly will be one of
the primary resources for preparing a child for any future plans
that are made, including return to birth parent(s), term nation of
parental rights or reinstitutionalization;

(f) Expressing their view of agency practices which
relate to the foster child with the appropriate staff nenber;

(g) Understanding that all information shared with the
foster parents about the child and his/her birth parent(s) nust be
held in the strictest of confidence;

(h) Cooperating with any plan to reunite the foster
child with his birth famly and work with the birth famly to
achi eve this goal; and

(i) Attending dispositional review hearings and
term nation of parental rights hearings conducted by a court of
conpetent jurisdiction, or providing their recomendations to the

court in witing.

S. B. No. 2288 *SS02/ R571. 1*
07/ SS02/ R571. 1
PAGE 10



325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356
357

(13) (a) The services that shall be provided by the

Departnent of Human Services to young adults fornerly in foster

care to transition successfully to i ndependent |iving shal

i nclude, as appropriate for the individual young adult:

(i) Aftercare Support Services;

(11) Road To |Independence Schol arshi p Program and

(ii1) Transitional Support Services.

(b) Case Managenent/Contact with Young Adults Fornerly

in Foster Care/ Support by Services Wrker.

(1) Depending upon the stated w shes and needs of

the young adult fornerly in foster care, services worker support

t hrough hone visits, office visits and other types of contact

shal |l occur.

(i1i) A plan for transition is required for al

reci pients of scholarship and/or transitional support funds.

(ii1) The services worker shall arrange and

provi de services to support young adults fornmerly in foster care

bet ween the ages of eighteen (18) and up to his or her

twenty-third birthday.

(iv) The services worker shall provide young

adults fornmerly in foster care with devel opnental disabilities,

nental heal th needs and/or other special needs nore contact, as

necessary, to assist in the ability of the young adult to

transition successfully to i ndependent |iving.

(v) The frequency of contact by the services

wor ker with the young adult shall be determ ned by the young adul t

in consultation with the services worKker.

(vi) Services prorated under this subsection (13)

to any child who is under the jurisdiction of the youth court

shal |l be provided subject to the approval of the court.

(c) Preparation and Education of the Child/ Youth Age

16-17 in Foster Care. The services worker shall arrange or

provi de the services necessary to ensure that
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preparation/ education for the young adult fornmerly in foster care

to achi eve i ndependence occurs. This shall include initial

application, renewal and reinstatenent for the Road To

| ndependence Schol arshi p, which provides specific direction for

young adults fornmerly in foster care to renew or continue

receiving benefits and to reinstate benefits for young adults

whose schol arshi p benefits were interrupted and who wi shes to

begi n receiving benefits again. This shall also include selecting

t he appropriate funding source for young adult services which is

avai l able fromfederal funding sources to support the program for

young adults fornmerly in foster care, including Educati on and

Trai ni ng Voucher (ETV) funds. The services worker shall determ ne

the appropriate fund in order to conply wth federal regul ations

and to nmaxi m ze avail able funding. State funds shall be used for

young adults age twenty-one (21) and twenty-two (22) if they are

not eligible for ETV funds.

(d) Young Adults Formerly in Foster Care with Children

of Their Om. The services workers shall determ ne which funds

may be used for children whose parents are young adults fornerly

in foster care. |If the parent of a child in a dependency case is

a young adult fornerly in foster care, the processes required for

any parent still apply. Case planning, case managenent and

requi red contacts shall continue as with any ot her dependency

case.

(e) Selection of Placenents for Young Adults Fornerly

in Foster Care. Prior to his or her eighteenth birthday, each

young adult fornmerly in foster care shall choose the pl acenent

that best suits his or her needs. The services worker assigned to

work with a young adult shall provide information to the young

adult so as to assist in the best decision nmaking.

(i) If the young adult elects to reside in the

sane or different licensed placenent after reachi ng age ei ghteen

(18), the services worker assigned to work with the young adul t
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shal | assist both the placenent provider and the young adult to

understand the roles and the responsibilities of continuing this

pl acenment after the young adult's ei ghteenth birthday.

(i1i) A young adult who continues with the foster

famly shall not be included as a child in cal culating any

licensing restriction on the nunber of children in the foster

home.

(f) Programfor Young Adults Fornmerly in Foster Care.

This plan shall be used in order to devel op each depart nental

district/region or contracted service provider specific

i npl enentation plan. Steps for effective inplenentation are as

foll ows:

(i) Departnental districts/regions and contracted

service providers shall designate staff responsible for receiving

i nqui ri es about services available to young adults fornmerly in

foster care. The departnental district/region and contracted

service providers shall al so devel op nethods to provide

i nformati on about ETV funds, prior to their eighteenth birthday,

to youth adopted fromfoster care at ages sixteen (16) and

seventeen (17), and to performoutreach for those adopted since

July 1, 2007.

(ii) District/region and/or contracted service

provi ders shall develop a process with fiscal/budget staff to

ensure expedited and/ or energency assistance i s provided.

(1i1) District/region and/or contracted service

provi ders shall devel op a tracking systemfor approved cash

assi stance paynents until such tinme as the Departnent of Human

Services can utilize this information

(g) Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Program

Requi renents are as foll ows:

(1) Young adult nmust have been adjudi cated

dependent, have been in the custody of the State of M ssissippi on

his or her eighteenth birthday and have spent at |east six (6)
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nonths in foster care prior to reaching his or her eighteenth

bi rt hday; or

(i1i) Adopted fromthe M ssissippi foster care

system at age sixteen (16) or seventeen (17) as of July 1, 2007.

(1i1) Young adults are potentially eligible for

services from age eighteen (18) through age twenty-two (22).

(iv) Initial application nust be conpl eted before

twenty-first birthday.

(v) Benefits fromthis and other federal

educati onal assistance sources may not exceed the young adult's

"cost of attendance" at an "institution of higher education" as

defined by federal statute.

(vi) The young adult nust be attendi ng an

institution of higher education in M ssissippi.

(vii) The young adult may receive a maxi mum of

Fi ve Thousand Dol | ars ($5, 000.00) per year towards the paynent of

Road To | ndependence Schol arshi p awards.

(viii) For a student attending an institution of

hi gher education on a part-tine basis, ETV funds of up to Five

Thousand Dol | ars ($5, 000. 00) per year nmay be used to pay for

Transi ti onal Support Servi ces.

(ix) The young adult shall provide proof of

enrol Il nent and satisfactory progress.

(h) Aftercare Support Services for Young Adults

Fornerly in Foster Care. The services worker shall provide

support to young adults fornmerly in foster care through maki ng of

service referrals in the conmunity to assist young adults in

devel oping "the skills and abilities necessary for independent

living," as determ ned by the Departnent of Human Servi ces.

Eligibility for aftercare support is as follows: A young adult

who | eaves foster care at age eighteen (18) but requests services

prior to his or her twenty-third birthday shall be eligible for

Aftercare Support Services. There is no formal witten
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application to receive aftercare support service referrals. The

servi ces worker shall assist the young adult to receive cash

assi stance for housing, electric, water, gas, sewer service, food

and any other provisions permtted under federal regul ations.

Prior to arranging for the provision of cash assistance, the

services worker shall explore the feasibility of agreenments with

comunity providers to waive fees, contacting relatives and ot her

such options. The young adult shall conplete the "Aftercare

Support Services Cash Assistance Application.”™ The services

wor ker responsi ble for the case shall choose between nmaki ng one

(1) paynent directly to the young adult fornmerly in foster care

or, at the request of the young adult, paying all or a portion of

the funds to a service provider.

(i) Road To I ndependence Schol arship (RTlI) requirenents

are as follows: Each student, with the assistance of the services

wor ker if requested by the young adult, shall conplete an RTI

Schol arship application. This application shall be conpleted and

signed by the student, reviewing authority and approval authority

and a copy nust be placed in the case file. For the initial

award, a young adult fornmerly in foster care nust:

(i) Be age eighteen (18), nineteen (19) or twenty

(20);

(i1i1) Have been a dependent chil d;

(iii) Be or have been in the | egal and/or physical

custody of the Departnent of Human Services at the tine of his or

her ei ghteenth birthday;

(iv) Have spent at least six (6) nonths in foster

care before reaching his or her eighteenth birthday, which may

include the tine the youth spent in shelter status in state

cust ody;

(v) Be a resident of M ssissippi; and

(vi) Meet one (1) of the foll ow ng educati onal

requi renents:
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1. Earned a standard hi gh school diplonma or

its equivalent, or earned a special diplom or special certificate

of conpletion, and has been admtted for full-tinme enrollnment in

an eligible postsecondary education institution.

2. Is enrolled full tine in an accredited

hi gh school, unless he or she has a docunented disability and has

provi ded docunentation that part-tinme attendance is a necessary

accommobdati on; or

3. Is enrolled full tine in an accredited

adul t education program desi gned to provide the student with a

hi gh school diploma or its equivalent, unless he or she has a

docunented disability and has provi ded docunentation that

part-tine attendance is a necessary accommodati on.

(vii) In addition, young adults age ei ghteen (18)

up to their twenty-third birthday, who were adopted from foster

care at age sixteen (16) or seventeen (17) and are attendi ng an

institution of higher education, whether on a full- or part-tine

basis, and neet the other criteria set forth for schol arship

eligibility are eligible to receive the scholarship award. The

sane application shall be used for children adopted at age si xteen

(16) or seventeen (17) applying for ETV funds. These funds are

intended to assist in neeting the student's |iving expenses or

provi de for basic personal needs.

(viii) Application Process for Schol arship.

1. The services worker shall assist each

yout h between the ages seventeen (17) years, six (6) nonths and

ei ghteen (18) years of age to apply for the Road To | ndependence

Schol arship. The youth shall conplete the application and obtain

docunent of proof of enroll nent.

2. Each departnental district/region or

contracted service provider shall designate a services worker to

assi st each young adult applying for or receiving i ndependent

living services. The young adult shall submt his or her
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application to the I ndependent Living services worker designated

by the departnent or its contracted service provider. The

| ndependent Living services worker shall have ten (10) working

days to review the application and approve or deny the schol arship

award or, if not the approval authority, shall forward the request

to the approval authority early enough to have it approved within

the ten-day period.

3. If approved, the services worker or

| ndependent Living services worker shall notify the youth in

witing wwthin ten (10) working days of the determ nation. The

nont hl y schol arship award shall be distributed at the begi nning of

the nonth that the recipient turns eighteen (18) years of age or,

i f approval occurs after the youth's eighteenth birthday, at the

begi nni ng of the next nonth foll ow ng approval of the application.

For youth approved prior to their eighteenth birthday, the first

nont hl y schol arship award shall not be prorated regardl ess of the

day of the nonth recipient turns eighteen (18) years of age.

4. |If the application is denied, the services

wor ker shall notify the youth in witing within ten (10) worKking

days of the term nation and shall provide the youth the procedure

for filing an appeal and notify the youth of other avail abl e

benefits, including Transitional Support Services or aftercare

support.

5. |If a young adult fornmerly in foster care

did not conplete the application process prior to his or her

ei ghteenth birthday, or if the application was not approved, the

young adult may apply once prior to his or her twenty-first

birthday. No retroactive benefits are avail able due to del ayed

conpl etion of the application process by the youth.

(ix) Scholarship Renewal. The services worker

shal | evaluate for renewal each schol arship award annual | y during

the ni nety-day period before the student's birthday. In order to
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555 Dbe eligible for a renewal award for the subsequent year the

556 student shall:

557 1. Conplete the nunber of hours, or the

558 equival ent considered full time by the educational institution, in

559 the last academ c year in which the young adult earned a

560 schol ar shi p.

561 2. Maintain appropriate progress as required

562 by the educational institution, except that, if the young adult's

563 progress is insufficient to renew the scholarship at any tine

564 during the eligibility period, the young adult may restore

565 eligibility by inproving his or her progress to the required

566 |evel.

567 (x) Schol arship Reinstatenent. A student who has

568 lost eligibility for the RTI schol arship or who choose not to

569 renew the award may apply for reinstatenent one (1) tine before

570 his or her twenty-third birthday using "Road To | ndependence

571 Schol arshi p and/ or Education Trai ni ng Vouchers (ETV) Funds

572 Reinstatenent Application.” |In order to be eligible for

573 reinstatenent the student nust neet the eligibility criteria and

574 the criteria for schol arship renewal .

575 (xi) RTlI Schol arshi p Needs Assessnent. An RTI

576 Needs Assessnent nust be conpl eted on each student who has been

577 awarded the RTI schol arship. The anount of the award, whether it

578 is being used by a young adult working toward conpl etion of a high

579 school diploma or its equivalent or working toward conpletion of a

580 postsecondary educati on program shall be determ ned based on an

581 assessnent of the funding needs of the young adult. This

582 assessnent shall consider the young adult's |iving and educati onal

583 costs and other grants, schol arships, waivers, earnings and ot her

584 incone to be received by the young adult. The total anount of ETV

585 funds and any other federal educational assistance to the young

586 adult shall not exceed the young adult's cost of attendance.
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(xi

i) Paynent Requirenents for Schol arship

Reci pients. The servi ces worker

responsi ble for the case shal

determ ne how the nonthly schol arship awards will be paid

according to either of the two (2) foll ow ng nethods:

1. Direct paynent to the young adult.

2. Paynent of a portion of the schol arship

award to a service provider and the balance to the young adult, if

requested by the young adult.

| f the young adult nmakes this

request, it nust be nade in witing.

ETV funds are avail abl e pursuant to the foll ow ng:

hi gher educati on,

1. For students attending an institution of

i ncl udi ng community coll ege, university or

vocati onal educati

on courses. Hi gh school or CGED attendance does

not qualify.

2. For youth adopted at age sixteen (16) or

seventeen (17) fromfoster care who are attending an institution

of higher | earning.

3. Part-tine attendance at an institution of

hi gher education may qualify young adults under M ssissippi's

Transi tional Support Services conponent.

(xi

ii) Renewal of Road To | ndependence

Schol ar shi ps.

1. Young adults fornerly in foster care are

required to renew their schol arshi ps on an annual basis.

2. Departnental districts/regions or

contracted service provider agencies shall develop a plan for

renewal of scholarships. At a m ni nmum

the plan shall address the

tracki ng and schedul i ng of schol arship renewal s and those staff

responsi ble for notifying for these activities as well as

notifying the scholarship recipient of his or her obligations

during the renewal

peri od.
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3. Each approved award shall be eval uated and

renewed during the ninety-day period prior to the young adult's

bi rt hday.

4. |If the young adult is awarded a

scholarship within ninety (90) days prior to his or her next

bi rt hday, he/she is not required to file for renewal until the

foll ow ng birthday.

5. For young adults who were adopted from

foster care at age sixteen (16) or seventeen (17), the sane

procedures established above shall be foll owed when renewing their

ETV funds.

(xiv) Eligibility to Renew Road To | ndependence

Schol arshi ps. The young adult shall:

1. Mke one (1) application for the initial

award prior to his or her twenty-first birthday.

2. Conplete the nunber of hours, or the

equi val ent considered full time by the educational institution, in

the | ast academi c year in which the young adult earned a

schol ar shi p.

3. Maintain appropriate progress as required

by the educational institution, except that, if the young adult's

progress is insufficient to renew the scholarship at any tine

during the eligibility period, the young adult may restore

eligibility by inproving his or her progress to the required

| evel .

(xv) Docunentation Requirenents for Schol arship

Recipients. All eligible recipients shall:

1. Provi de docunentation of enrollment in a

hi gh school or institution of higher education; and

2. Provide docunentation of progress made in

his or her course of study during the nost recently conpl eted

school term
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(j) Transitional Support Services for Young Adults

Fornerly in Foster Care. A young adult fornmerly in foster care

may request Transitional Support Services in addition to aftercare

referrals, each assistance or the Road To | ndependence Schol arship

if the young adult denonstrates that the services are critical to

his or her own efforts to achieve self-sufficiency and devel op a

personal support system

In order to be eligible, the young adult shall:

(i) Be age eighteen (18), nineteen (19), twenty

(20), twenty-one (21) or twenty-two (22);

(i1i1) Have been a dependent chil d;

(iii) Be or have been in the | egal and/or physical

custody of the Departnent of Human Services at the tine of his or

her ei ghteenth birthday.

(iv) Have spent at least six (6) nonths in foster

care before his or her eighteenth birthday.

(v) Denonstrate that the services are critical to

his or her own efforts to achieve self-sufficiency and to devel op

a personal support system as determ ned by the Departnent of

Human Servi ces.

If at any time the services are determ ned by the services

wor ker as no longer critical to the young adult's own efforts to

achi eve self-sufficiency and to devel op a personal support system

they shall be term nated or reapplication denied. Application

Process to Receive Transitional Support Services is as foll ows:

(i) A Transitional Support Services application

shal |l be conpleted by the young adult wi th assistance fromthe

assi gned servi ces worker.

(i1i) An application for Transitional Support

Services is limted to a maxi numthree-nonth benefit period. A

young adult may reapply for Transitional Support Services after

the three-nonth period but nust denonstrate that the services are

vital for achieving self-sufficiency.
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Transition Plan. Each young adult requesting Transitional

Support Services shall prepare a transition plan. This plan

shal | :

(i) Qutline the types of services being provided

by the departnent and the types of activities that the young adult

will conplete in order to achieve self-sufficiency.

(ii) Be reviewed a m nimum of every three (3)

nonths, if the young adult intends to reapply for services, and

adj usted according to the young adult's needs at the tine of

revi ew and reapplication.

Servi ce Wirker and Young Adult Contact Requirenments. The

services worker shall work with the young adult fornmerly in foster

care to determ ne the need for contact.

Paynment Requirenents for Transitional Support Services

Reci pients. Paynents shall be made directly to the young adult

formerly in foster care unless the young adult requests all or a

portion of the funds be paid to a service provider. This request

shall be made in witing.

Confidentiality. The youth's status as a forner foster youth

and recipient of public benefits is confidential and shall not be

reveal ed to anyone without the youth's permssion. Staff shal

not have direct contact with the youth's landlords or third

parties, unless the youth provides witten perm ssion.

Servi ces workers shall process a young adult's request for

assistance. If a young adult requests assistance in conpleting

the application, the services worker shall provide the requested

assi stance. Each office of the departnent or its contracted

service provider involved in serving young adults fornerly in the

custody of the departnent shall maintain application forns for the

Road To | ndependence Schol arshi p, Transitional Support Services

and Aftercare Support Services in a visible area and shall assi st

the youth with conpleting the application forns.
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(k) Youth with Disabilities. Youth who have

disabilities shall be provided with an equal opportunity to

participate in the conti nuum of independent |iving services.

(1) Though a youth who has a physical, enotional

or learning disability may need additional support, he or she

still is eligible for all independent |living and post-18 services.

(ii) Each office of the departnent or its

contracted service provider involved in serving young adults

formerly in the custody of the departnent shall provide youth with

disabilities with reasonabl e accommbdati ons and appropri ate

services to ensure the equal opportunities and participation of

t hese yout h.

(1) Youth who are Pregnant or Parenting. Youth who are

pregnant or who are parenting shall be provided with an equa

opportunity to participate in the continuum of independent |iving

and post-18 services. The services worker shall assist these

youth wi th accessi ng needed services, such a prenatal care, day

care, other public benefits and appropriate housing.

(m Pursuant to federal and state docunentation

requi renents, for each young adult receiving funding fromthe Road

To | ndependence Schol arship, Transitional Support Services and/or

Aftercare Support Services the departnent or its contracted

servi ce provider shall have an active case and a case file

containing at a m ni num

(1) A docunment that contains current denographic

informati on on the student such as, nane, address, date of birth,

soci al security nunber, school attending, etc.

(1i1) Conpleted applications signed by the young

adult and revi ew and approval authorities.

(ii1) Followup renewal applications or evidence

of review of transitional support services cases.

(iv) Conpl eted Needs Assessnents for RTI

Schol ar shi p cases.
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(v) Docunentation to support eligibility

requi renents for

the services provided.

SECTI ON 2.

and after July 1,
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This act shall take effect and be in force from

2007.
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