M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) WIIlianson, Jackson (11th), To: FElections
Dawki ns, Lee (47th), Jordan, Walls, Simmons,
Thonas

SENATE BI LL NO. 2284

1 AN ACT TO ENACT | NTO LAW THE AGREEMENT AMONG THE STATES TO

2 ELECT THE PRESI DENT BY NATI ONAL POPULAR VOTE AND PROVI DE THAT THE
3 STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl ENTERS THE COMPACT W TH OTHER STATES THAT

4 JAO N IN THE COMPACT; TO PROVI DE THAT UNDER THE COWVPACT, THE

5 PRESENT OF THE UNI TED STATES BE ELECTED USI NG THE VOTE TOTAL FROM
6 THE NATI ONAL POPULAR VOTE; TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-785, M SSI SSI PPI
7 CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
9 SECTION 1. The Agreenent Anong the States to El ect the

10 President by National Popular Vote is enacted into | aw and entered
11 into by this state with any and all states legally joining in the
12 conpact in accordance with its terns, in the formsubstantially as
13 foll ows:

14 AGREEMENT AMONG THE STATES TO ELECT

15 THE PRESI DENT BY NATI ONAL POPULAR VOTE

16 ARTI CLE |

17 Menber shi p

18 Any state of the United States and the District of Colunbia
19 may becone a nmenber of this agreenment by enacting this agreenent.
20 ARTI CLE ||

21 Ri ght of the People in Menber States of

22 Vote for President and Vice President

23 Each nmenber state shall conduct a statew de popul ar el ection
24 for President and Vice President of the United States.

25 ARTI CLE 111

26 Manner of Appointing Presidential Electors in Menber States

27 Prior to the tine set by law for the neeting and voting by
28 the presidential electors, the chief election official of each

29 nmenber state shall determ ne the nunber of votes for each
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presidential slate in each state of the United States and in the
District of Colunbia in which votes have been cast in a statew de
popul ar el ection and shall add such votes together to produce a
"national popular vote total" for each presidential slate.

The chief election official of each nmenber state shall
designate the presidential slate wth the |argest national popul ar
vote total as the "national popular vote wi nner."

The presidential elector certifying official of each nenber
state shall certify the appointnment in that official's own state
of the elector slate nomnate in that state in association with
t he national popul ar vote w nner.

At | east six (6) days before the day fixed by law for the
meeting and voting by the presidential electors, each nenber state
shall nmake a final determ nation of the nunmber of popul ar votes
cast in the state for each presidential slate and shal
communi cate an official statement of such determination within
twenty-four (24) hours to the chief election official of each
ot her nenber state.

The chief election official of each nmenber state shall treat
as conclusive an official statenment containing the nunber of
popul ar votes in a state for each presidential slate made by the
day established by federal |law for making a state's final
determ nation conclusive as to the counting of electoral votes by
Congr ess.

In the event of a tie for the national popular vote w nner,
the presidential elector certifying official of each nenber state
shall certify the appointnent of the elector slate nomnate in
association with the presidential slate receiving the |argest
nunber of popular votes within that official's own state.

|f, for any reason, the nunber of presidential electors
nomnate in a nmenber state in association with the national
popul ar vote winner is less than or greater than that state's

nunber of el ectoral votes, the presidential candidate on the
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presidential slate that has been designated as the national
popul ar vote wi nner shall have the power to nom nate the
presidential electors for that state and that state's presidential
el ector certifying official shall certify the appointnment of such
nom nees. The chief election official of each nenber state shal

i medi ately release to the public all vote counts or statenents of
votes as they are determ ned or obtained.

This article shall govern the appoi ntnment of presidential
el ectors in each nenber state in any year in which this agreenent
is, on July 20, in effect in states cunul atively possessing a
majority of the electoral votes.

ARTI CLE IV
O her Provi sions

Thi s agreenent shall take effect when states cumul atively
possessing a majority of the electoral votes have enacted this
agreenent in substantially the sanme formand the enactnents by
such states have taken effect in each state.

Any nmenber state may withdraw fromthis agreenment, except
that a wthdrawal occurring six (6) nonths or | ess before the end
of a President's termshall not becone effective until a President
or Vice President shall have been qualified to serve the next
term

The chi ef executive of each nenber state shall pronptly
notify the chief executive of all other states of when this
agreenent has been enacted and has taken effect in that official's
state, when the state has withdrawmn fromthis agreenent, and when
this agreenent takes effect generally.

This agreenent shall termnate if the electoral college is
abol i shed.

I f any provision of this agreenent is held invalid, the

remai ni ng provisions shall not be affected.

ARTI CLE V
Definitions
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For purposes of this agreenent:

"Chi ef executive" nmeans the Governor of a state of the United
States or the Mayor of the District of Colunbia;

"El ector slate" neans a slate of candi dates who have been
nomnated in a state for the position of presidential elector in
association with a presidential slate;

"Chief election official” neans the state official or body
that is authorized to certify the total nunber of popul ar votes
for each presidential slate;

"Presidential elector” neans an el ector for President and
Vice President of the United States;

"Presidential elector certifying official"” neans the state
official or body that is authorized to certify the appointnent of
the state's presidential electors;

"Presidential slate" neans a slate of two (2) persons, the
first of whom has been nom nated as a candi date for President of
the United States and the second of whom has been nom nated as a
candidate for Vice President of the United States, or any | egal
successors to such persons, regardl ess of whether both nanes
appear on the ballot presented to the voter in a particul ar state;

"State" neans a state of the United States and the D strict
of Col unmbi a; and

" St at ew de popul ar el ection” neans a general election in
whi ch votes are cast for presidential slates by individual voters
and counted on a statew de basis.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-785, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

23-15-785. Except as otherw se provided in Section 1 of

Senate Bill No. 2284, 2007 Regul ar Sessi on:

(a) \When presidential electors are to be chosen, the

Secretary of State of Mssissippi shall certify to the circuit
clerks of the several counties the nanmes of all candidates for
Presi dent and Vice President who are nom nated by any nati onal
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convention or other like assenbly of any political party or by
witten petition signed by at |east one thousand (1,000) qualified
voters of this state.

(b) The certificate of nom nation by a political party
convention nust be signed by the presiding officer and secretary
of the convention and by the chairman of the state executive
commttee of the political party nmaking the nom nation. Any
nom nating petition, to be valid, nust contain the signatures as
well as the addresses of the petitioners. Such certificates and
petitions nust be filed with the State Board of El ection
Comm ssioners by filing the same in the office of the Secretary of
State not |ess than sixty (60) days previous to the day of the
el ection.

(c) Each certificate of nom nation and nom nati ng
petition nust be acconpanied by a list of the nanmes and addresses
of persons, who shall be qualified voters of this state, equal in
nunber to the nunber of presidential electors to be chosen. Each
person so listed shall execute the follow ng statenent which shal
be attached to the certificate or petition when the sane is filed
with the State Board of Election Conmm ssioners: "I do hereby
consent and do hereby agree to serve as elector for President and
Vice President of the United States, if elected to that position,
and do hereby agree that, if so elected, | shall cast ny ballot as
such for _for President and __ for Vice President of
the United States" (inserting in said blank spaces the respective
nanes of the persons nanmed as nom nees for said respective offices
inthe certificate to which this statenent is attached).

(d) The State Board of Election Comm ssioners and any
other official charged with the preparation of official ballots
shal |l place on such official ballots the words " PRESI DENTI AL
ELECTORS FOR (here insert the nane of the candi date for President,

the word ' AND and the name of the candidate for Vice President)"”

in lieu of placing the nanes of such presidential electors on such

S. B. No. 2284 *SS26/ R669*
07/ SS26/ R669
PAGE 5



162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182

official ballots, and a vote cast therefor shall be counted and
shall be in all respects effective as a vote for each of the
presidential electors representing such candi dates for President
and Vice President of the United States. 1In the case of unpl edged
el ectors, the State Board of Election Conm ssioners and any ot her
official charged with the preparation of official ballots shal
pl ace on such official ballots the words "UNPLEDGED ELECTOR(S)
(here insert the nanme(s) of individual unpledged elector(s) if
pl aced upon the ball ot based upon a petition granted in the manner
provi ded by |l aw stating the individual nanme(s) of the el ector(s)
rather than a slate of electors).™

SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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