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Senat or (s) Flowers To: Constitution

SENATE BI LL NO. 2272

AN ACT TO AFFI RM THAT STATEMENTS OF NATI ONAL UNI TY MADE I N
THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, | NCLUDI NG THE NATI ONAL ANTHEM SHALL BE
RECI TED OR SUNG | N ENGLI SH; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

VWHEREAS, Francis Scott Key wote the words of the
St ar - Spangl ed Banner in English in 1814, inspired by the sight of
the American Flag still waving at Fort McHenry after 25 hours of
continual bonbardment by British Forces; and

VWHEREAS, Congress declared the Star-Spangl ed Banner the
Nat i onal Anthem of the United States in 1931 (Section 301 of Title
3, United States Code); and

VWHEREAS, the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United
States, witten in English, was first specified in | aw by Congress
in 1942 (Section 4 of Title 4, United States Code); and

VWHEREAS, the Cath of Allegiance, to which | awful pernanent
resi dents swear upon becom ng citizens of the United States (as
requi red under Section 337 of the Imm gration and Naturalization
Act (8 USC 1448), and the GCath of Ofice for public officers and
legislators in the State of M ssissippi prescribed in Sections 40
and 268, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, are based, in part, on
| anguage originally witten in English by General George
Washi ngton and sworn by himand his general officers at Valley
Forge in 1778; and

VWHEREAS, the vast majority of Americans are inmmgrants or the
descendants of inmgrants, proud of their ancestral country, but
prouder still to be American; and

VWHEREAS, millions of Americans speak or study additional

| anguages, but English is their common | anguage; and
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VWHEREAS, the original national notto of the United States, "E
Pl uri bus Unum , neaning from many, one', signifies the com ng
toget her of people frommany foreign countries to formone Nation,
was incorporated into the G eat Seal of the United States in 1776,
is printed on currency of the United States, and inscribed on the
wal | of the Senate chanber; and

VWHEREAS, the people of the United States are united not by
race, ancestry or origin, but by a common | anguage, English, and
by comon belief in the principles prescribed in the founding
docunents of the Nation, especially the Declaration of
| ndependence and the Constitution; and

VWHEREAS, to becone citizens of the United States, under
Sections 312 and 337 of the Inmgration and Nationality Act (8 USC
1423 and 1448), |lawful permanent residents of the United States
who have immgrated fromforeign countries nust, anong ot her
requi renents, renounce all egiance to the governnment of their
country of origin, swear allegiance to the aws and Constitution
of the United States, and denonstrate an understandi ng of the
Engl i sh | anguage; NOW THEREFORE,

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The State of Mssissippi affirns that statenents

or songs that synbolize the unity of the Nation, including the
Nati onal Anthem the Cath of All egiance sworn by new United States
citizens, and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United
States, when nmade or perforned in the State of M ssissippi, shal
be recited or sung in English, the common | anguage of the United
St at es.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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recited or sung in English.



