M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

© (00} N OO~ WNE

N N DN DN DD N MDD N DN P P P PP kPP P
o N o o0 A WO N P O © 00 N oo o~ N -+, O

Senat or (s) Thanes, Gordon, Davis To: Fees, Salaries and
Adm ni stration

SENATE BI LL NO 2218

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-7-21, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
| NCREASE THE FEES CHARGED BY CHANCERY CLERKS FOR COLLECTI ON OF
DELI NQUENT TAXES; TO AVEND SECTION 27-43-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO I NCREASE THE FEE CHARGED BY CHANCERY CLERKS FOR EXAM NI NG
RECORDS TO ASCERTAI N THE PROPERTY OMER BEFORE A TAX SALE; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-7-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-7-21. (1) Fromand after Cctober 1, 1985, there will be
no fees for the services of the tax collector, with the exception
of taxes collected for taxing authorities other than the board of
supervisors. For collecting taxes for authorities other than the
board of supervisors, the fee shall be five percent (5% of the
taxes collected or an anount authorized by contract between the
county and the outside taxing authority. A tax collector shal
keep a conpl ete account of every such fee collected and shall file
an item zed statenent thereof nonthly, under oath, with the clerk
of the board of supervisors of the county who shall preserve sane
as a part of the records of the office. The tax collector shal
nmake a remttance to the clerk of the board of supervisors of the
county on or before the twentieth of each nonth for deposit into
the general fund of the county of all said fees collected during
t he precedi ng nont h.

(2) For the purpose of the limtations set forth in Section
27-39-321, comm ssions for |evies set by the board of supervisors
shall be added to base collections of the general county fund for

the 1984-1985 year only.
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(3) Fees of publisher for publication - To the publishers,
payabl e by the delinquent taxpayer, and to be collected and paid
over by the tax collectors; or if the land be sold to the state to
be paid by the state:

For each separate publication advertising |ands for sale for
taxes, for each separately described subdivision, as described and
set out in the assessnent rolls for the county............. $ 1.50

(4) Fees of chancery clerk for collection of delinquent

t axes:
(a) For abstracting the list of lands sold for taxes,

for each separately described section or subdivision lot... $ 1.00
(b) For filing and recording deed to |and sold for

L= 01 $10. 00
(c) For abstracting each deed in the sectional index,

per section or subdivision lot............................. $ 1.00
(d) For recording redenption of each............ $10. 00
(e) For abstracting each redenption in the sectional

i ndex, per section or subdivision lot...................... $ 1.00

(f) And, in addition, three percent (3% on the anount

necessary to redeem

The several officers' fees shall be collected by the tax
coll ector or chancery clerk and paid over to those entitled to
sane.

SECTION 2. Section 27-43-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-43-3. (1) The clerk shall issue the notice to the
sheriff of the county of the reputed owner's residence, if he is a
resident of the State of M ssissippi, and the sheriff shall be
required to serve personal notice as sumons issued fromthe
courts are served, and nmake his return to the chancery clerk
I Ssui ng sane.

(2) The clerk shall also nmail a copy of the notice to the

reputed owner at his usual street address, if the street address
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can be ascertained after diligent search and inquiry, or to his
post office address if only that can be ascertai ned, and he shal
note such action on the tax sales record. The clerk shall also be
required to publish the name and address of the reputed owner of
the property and the | egal description of the property in a public
newspaper of the county in which the land is |ocated, or if no
newspaper i s published as such, then in a newspaper having a
general circulation in the county. Such publication shall be nade
at least forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration of the
redenpti on peri od.

(3) If the reputed owner is a nonresident of the State of
M ssissippi, then the clerk shall mail a copy of the notice

thereto in the sane nanner as herein provided for notice to a

resident of the State of M ssissippi, except that personal notice
served by the sheriff shall not be required.

(4) Notice by mail shall be by registered or certified mail.
In the event the notice by mail is returned undelivered and the
personal notice as herein required to be served by the
sheriff is returned not found, then the clerk shall make further
search and inquiry to ascertain the reputed owner's street and
post office address. |If the reputed owner's street or post office

address is ascertained after the additional search and inquiry,

the clerk shall again issue notice as herein set out. |f personal

notice is again issued and it is again returned not found and if
notice by mail is again returned undelivered, then the clerk shal
file an affidavit to that effect and shall specify * * * the acts
of search and inquiry nmade by himin an effort to ascertain the
reputed owner's street and post office address and the affidavit
shall be retained as a permanent record in the office of the clerk
and such action shall be noted on the tax sales record. |If the
clerk is still unable to ascertain the reputed owner's street or
post office address after maeking search and inquiry for the second

time, then it shall not be necessary to issue any additional
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notice but the clerk shall file an affidavit specifying * * * the
acts of search and inquiry made by himin an effort to ascertain
the reputed owner's street and post office address and said
affidavit shall be retained as a permanent record in the office of
the clerk and such action shall be noted on the tax sale record.
(5) For examning the records to ascertain the record owner

of the property, the clerk shall be allowed a fee of Fifty Dollars

($50.00); for issuing the notice the clerk shall be allowed a fee
of Two Dollars ($2.00) and, for mailing same and noting such
action on the tax sales record, a fee of One Dollar ($1.00); and
for serving the notice, the sheriff shall be allowed a fee of Four
Dol lars ($4.00). For issuing a second notice, the clerk shall be
allowed a fee of Five Dollars ($5.00) and, for nmiling sanme and
noting such action on the tax sales record, a fee of Two Doll ars
and Fifty Cents ($2.50), and for serving the second notice, the
sheriff shall be allowed a fee of Four Dollars ($4.00). The clerk

shall also be allowed the actual cost of publication. Such fees

and cost shall be taxed against the owner of the land if the sane
is redeemed, and if not redeened, then the fees are to be taxed as
part of the cost against the purchaser. The failure of the

| andowner to actually receive the notice herein required shall not
render the title void, provided the clerk and sheriff have
conplied with the duties herein prescribed for them

(6) Should the clerk inadvertently fail to send notice as
prescribed in this section, then such sale shall be void and the
clerk shall not be |iable to the purchaser or owner upon refund of
all purchase noney pai d.

SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States

District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
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provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and

ext ended.

SECTI ON 4.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended, or July 1, 2007,

whi chever occurs | ater.
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