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Senat or (s) Deari ng To: Judiciary, Dvision A

SENATE BI LL NO 2126

AN ACT TO PROH BI T ANY PRI VATE ESTABLI SHVENT FROM
DI SCRI M NATI NG AGAI NST PATRONS BASED ON THEI R MODE OF
TRANSPORTATI ON OR ASSCCI ATED ATTI RE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) This act shall be known as the M ssissipp

Mode of Transportation Equal Access Act.
(2) (a) "Public Accommopdation" neans a busi ness or other
entity that offers food, shelter, recreation, anusenent or any
ot her goods, service, privilege, facility or accommodation to the
general public.
(b) "Attire" neans any article of clothing that is
requi red or associated with:

(i) A particular individual's or group's neans of
transport ai on;

(ii) Safety or health concerns arising from any
| egal nmeans of transportation;

(tiit) An individual's affiliation with a fraternal
organi zati on or other organi zed group who nmay travel together or
share a comon cr eed.

(3) A person or entity that owns, operates or is enployed by
a public accomodation nmay not restrict an individual or group
from access or adm ssion to the accommopdati on or ot herw se prevent
the individual or group fromfully using the accommobdati on and the
anenities normally associated with such, solely because of the
i ndi vidual's or group's:

(a) Mode of transportation;
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(b) Attire which may be associated with the individuals
preferred node of transportation; or

(c) Affiliation wth any fraternal organization or
ot her group engaging in their preferred node of transportation.

(4) This act does not prohibit a person who owns or operates
a public accommobdation fromdenying to an individual access or
adm ssion to use of the accommodation if:

(a) The conduct of the individual poses a risk to the
health or safety of another person or a risk to the safety of
anot her person's property; or
(b) The person's clothing does not conformwi th a dress
code that is:
(i) In effect at the public accommodati on;
(1i1) Stated clearly; and
(ti1) Not designed to exclude a particul ar
i ndi vi dual or group of individuals or a particular industry or
cl ass.

(5) An individual injured by a violation of this act may
bring an action to recover actual danmamges, civil danages,
injunctive relief, and reasonable attorney fees based on
reasonabl e hourly billing plus cost for the violation, said civil
damages not to exceed Five Thousand Dol |l ars ($5, 000.00), exclusive
of attorney fees.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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