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Senator (s) King To:  Finance

SENATE BI LL NO. 2052

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-33-69, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972
TO | NCREASE THE AMOUNT THAT A LI CENSEE MAY PAY AS COVPENSATI ON FOR
ALL PERSONS | NVOLVED I'N THE HOLDI NG OPERATI NG OR CONDUCTI NG OF
ANY LI CENSED GAME OR GAMES OF CHANCE UNDER THE CHARI TABLE BI NGO
LAW AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 97-33-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-33-69. (1) Except as otherw se provided in subsection
(3) of this section, no person shall hold, operate, conduct or
assi st in holding, operating or conducting, any bingo gane under
any license issued pursuant to Sections 97-33-51 through 97-33-81,
except designated supervisors or alternate supervisors designated
as provided for in Section 97-33-67(3).

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in subsection (3) of this
section and as may be ot herw se provided pursuant to subsection
(10) of this section, no conm ssion, salary, conpensation, reward
or reconpense, including, but not limted to, granting or use of
bi ngo cards wi thout charge or at a reduced charge, shall be paid
or given directly or indirectly to the bingo supervisor or
al ternate supervisor or any person related to such supervisor or
al ternate supervisor by blood, marriage or business rel ationship,
for the holding, operating or conducting any |icensed gane or
ganmes of chance.

(3) Except as may be otherw se provided pursuant to
subsection (10) of this section, any |licensee may pay as
conpensation for all persons involved in the holding, operating or

conducting of any licensed ganme or ganmes of chance, an anount not
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to exceed Five Hundred Dol l ars ($500.00) per session. Persons who

may be conpensated fromthe Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00) per

session amount may include the bingo supervisor or alternate
supervisor, callers, runners and cashiers. Neither the bingo
supervi sor nor any alternate supervisor, or any person related to
such supervisor by blood, marriage or business relationship, while
bei ng conpensated as the bingo supervisor, shall receive any other
conpensation, directly or indirectly, fromthe licensee. No

enpl oyee receiving conpensation for the hol ding, operating or
conducting or assisting in the holding, operating or conducting of
a bingo gane shall receive conpensation for nore than one (1) job
function.

(4) (a) Any corporation, person or entity operating bingo
ganmes, under contract, for the benefit of organi zations as
prescribed in subsection (3) of this section shall be restricted
to operating such ganmes for a limt of one (1) such organization

aut hori zed to pay enployees up to a maxi nrum of Five Hundred

Dol I ars ($500. 00) per session. Such corporation, person or entity

shall only be authorized to conduct such sessions at one (1)
physi cal |ocation or building.

(b) Any corporation, person or entity operating bingo
ganes, under contract, for the benefit of organizations as
prescribed in subsection (3) of this section shall have a witten
contract with the organi zati on and shall be subject to any rules
and regul ati ons pronul gated by the comm ssion for the purpose of
i nvestigating or regulating contracting agents.

(5) Except as may be otherw se provided pursuant to
subsection (10) of this section, no manufacturer, operator,
distributor, commercial |essor, or his agents or enployees, who
directly or indirectly | eases prem ses, sells, |eases, otherw se
di stributes gam ng supplies or equi pnent, or furnishes any
commodities or services, in relation to the conducting of any

bi ngo ganme pursuant to Sections 97-33-51 through 97-33-203 shal
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take part in the holding, operation or conducting of a bingo gane.
However, nothing in this section shall prohibit the owner of a
prem ses from having a representative present to protect his
interests in the prem ses.

(6) Except as may be otherw se provided pursuant to
subsection (10) of this section, no bingo ganme shall be conducted
w th any supplies or equi pnent except such as shall be owned by
the licensee, provided w thout paynent of any conpensation by the
i censee or purchased froma |licensed manufacturer or distributor
of such supplies or equi pnent.

(7) Except as may be otherw se provided pursuant to
subsection (10) of this section, no item of expense shall be
incurred or paid in connection with the hol ding, operating or
conducting of any bingo gane by a |icensee, except:

(a) The actual and reasonabl e costs of purchasing or
| easi ng necessary supplies, equipnment and materials to be used
exclusively in the hol ding, operating or conducting of the bingo
gane; and

(b) The actual and reasonable costs incurred in
obt ai ni ng and perform ng necessary bookkeepi ng, security and
janitorial services for the holding, operating or conducting of
the bingo gane. The reasonabl eness of the anpbunts of, and the
necessity for, an expense authorized by this subsection shall be
determ ned by the conmm ssion.

(8) Except as may be otherw se provided pursuant to
subsection (10) of this section, no |icensee shall pay any
consulting fees to any person for any service perforned in
relation to the conducting of any charitable ganme of chance or
concession fees to any person who provides refreshnents to the
participants in any such ganes.

(9) Except as may be otherw se provided pursuant to
subsection (10) of this section, no | ease providing for a rental

arrangenent for prem ses or equipnent shall provide for paynent in

S. B. No. 2052 *SS02/ R4A83*
07/ SS02/ R483
PAGE 3



95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109

excess of the reasonable market rental rate for such prem ses or
equi pnent, and in no case shall any paynent be based on a
percentage of gross receipts or profits derived froma bingo gane.
Whet her a market rental rate is reasonable shall be determ ned by
t he conmm ssi on.

(10) Admnistrative exceptions to the provisions of this
section with regard to organi zati ons whi ch have denonstrated to
the M ssissippi Gam ng Commi ssion a practice of legitimte
operation of such ganes, nmay be nade by the M ssissippi Gam ng
Comm ssion pursuant to its rules and regul ations, as duly adopted
and pronul gated by the conm ssion; provided that such an
adm ni strative exception shall be no nore restrictive than the
provision of law to which it is an exception.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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