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Senat or (s) Flowers To: Minicipalities

SENATE BI LL NO. 2030

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 21-17-9, 21-17-11, 21-35-5 AND
21-41-51, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE MUNI Cl PALI TIES TO
PUBLI SH NOTI CES | N A NEWSPAPER | N THE COUNTY WHEREI N THE
MUNI CI PALI' TY IS LOCATED, | NSTEAD OF A NEWSPAPER PUBLI SHED | N THE
MUNI CI PALI TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 21-17-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-17-9. \When a rmunicipality now existing, which has not
adopted the code charter or conm ssion formof governnment, but is
governed by another charter, shall desire to anmend its charter,
the sane may be done in this way: the mayor and board of
al dernen, city council, or nunicipal authority, by whatever nane
known, nay prepare, in witing, the desired anendnent or
anendnents and have the same published for three (3) weeks in a

| egal newspaper published in the county wherein the nmunicipality

is located, if there be one, and, if none, then by posting for
said time in at least three (3) public places therein, after which
t he proposed anendnment or amendnents shall be submtted to the
Governor, who shall submit the sane to the Attorney Ceneral for
his opinion. The publication of the amendnent or anendnents nay
be made as provided in Section 21-17-19. |If the Attorney Ceneral
is of the opinion that the proposed amendnment or anmendnents are
consistent with the Constitution and |aws of the United States and
the Constitution of this state, the Governor shall approve the
proposed amendnent or anendnents. |f, after publication is nade,
one-tenth (1/10) of the qualified electors of the nmunicipality

shal | protest against the proposed anendnents, or any of them the
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Governor shall not approve the ones protested against until they
shall be submtted to and ratified by a nmgjority of the electors
of the municipality voting in a special election. Anendnents,
when approved by the Governor, shall be recorded, at the expense
of the municipality, in the office of the Secretary of State and
upon the records of the mayor and board of al dernmen, or other
governing authorities of the municipality, and when so recorded
shal |l have the force and effect of law. No anmendnent to the
private or special charter of any nunicipality shall be adopted or
approved when such anendnent is in conflict with any of the
provisions of this title expressly made applicable to
muni ci palities operating under a private or special charter, or is
in conflict wwth the provisions of any other |egislation expressly
made applicable to any such nmunicipality.

SECTION 2. Section 21-17-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-17-11. It shall be lawful for any nunber, not |ess than
twenty percent (20% of the qualified electors of any
muni cipality, by petition, to propose an anendnent or anendnents
to the charter of such nmunicipality not in conflict with the
Constitution and |laws of the United States, or the Constitution of
this state. The said anendnent or anmendnents shall be published
for three (3) weeks prior to a special election in a newspaper

publ i shed in the county wherein the nunicipality is |located, if

there be one, and if not, by posting for said tinme in at |east
three (3) public places therein. The publication of the anmendnent
or anmendnents may be nmade as provided in Section 21-17-19. If
such election results in favor of any such anendnent or

anmendnents, then the anmendnent or anmendnents shall be submtted to
the Governor, as is provided in Section 21-17-9, and the procedure
therein outlined shall be foll owed, except that it shall not be

necessary to republish such anmendnent or anendnments, or resubmt
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such anmendnent or anendnents for approval of the qualified
el ectors.

SECTION 3. Section 21-35-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-35-5. The governing authorities of each nunicipality of
the State of Mssissippi shall, not later than Septenber 15 each
year, prepare a conplete budget of the nunicipal revenues,
expenses and wor ki ng cash bal ances estimated for the next fiscal
year, and shall prepare a statenent showi ng the aggregate revenues
collected during the current year in said nmunicipality for
muni ci pal purposes. Such statenent shall show every source of
revenue along with the amount derived fromeach source. Said
budget of any nmunicipality of one thousand five hundred (1, 500)

i nhabitants or nore, according to the |ast preceding federal
census, with said statenent of revenue and expenses, shall be
publ i shed at | east one (1) tinme during Septenber of said year in a
newspaper published in * * * the county wherein the municipality
is located. In nunicipalities of |ess than one thousand five
hundred (1,500) inhabitants, according to the |ast preceding
federal census, as many as three (3) prepared statenents of said
budget shall be posted in three (3) public places in said

muni ci palities.

Prior to the adoption of a budget pursuant to this section,
t he governing authority of each nmunicipality shall hold at |east
one (1) public hearing to provide the general public with an
opportunity to comrent on the taxing and spending plan
i ncorporated in the proposed budget. The public hearing shall be
hel d at | east one (1) week prior to the adoption of the budget
w th advance notice and hel d outside normal working hours. The
advance notice shall include an announcenent published or posted
in the sanme manner as required for the final adopted budget.

SECTION 4. Section 21-41-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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21-41-51. Except as nmay be otherw se provided, where, by any
provision of this chapter, notice is required to be given by
publ i cation, such publication made shall be in a newspaper

published in the county wherein the nunicipality is |located, if

there be one. |[If there be no newspaper published in the county,

then such notice shall be posted for the prescribed period of tine

in at least five (5) public places in the nunicipality, one (1) of

whi ch shall be the city or town hall, or the place of neeting of

t he governing authorities, if there be no city or town hall.
SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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