M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative Bail ey To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 129

1 A RESOLUTI ON COVWWENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF THE REVEREND
2 THEODORE ROSEVELT FORD AND CONGRATULATI NG HI M ON THE OCCASI ON OF

3 H'S 85TH Bl RTHDAY CELEBRATI ON.

4 VWHEREAS, Theodore Rosevelt Ford, born April 15, 1922, on a

5 plantation in Holly Knowe, M ssissippi, and on his birthday, he

6 wll celebrate 85 years on this great earth; and

7 VWHEREAS, on Monday, August 7, 1939, at the age of 17, he

8 accepted Christ as his personal Savior at New Zion M ssionary

9 Baptist Church in Leland, M ssissippi; and

10 VWHEREAS, two nonths follow ng his profession of faith,

11 Reverend Ford married Essie Mae Lewis on Cctober 9, 1939, a

12 marital union overflowi ng with an abundance of | ove which was

13 blessed with the birth of 14 children, nine girls and five boys;
14 and expanded in the fostering of 11 additional children, two of

15 whomthe Fords adopted; and

16 VWHEREAS, having grown up on a farm picking cotton from sun up
17 to sun down and paid only pennies, Reverend Ford' s enduring faith
18 and persevering determ nation enabled himto purchase his own | and
19 to farm and
20 VWHEREAS, even on a neager incone, Theodore and Essie remained
21 dedicated to changing the lives of children all over the world
22 through the "Feed the Children" and "Wbrld Vision" organizations
23 by sending in nmonthly pledges for years, taking pride in the
24 pictures they received in the nail of the children they were
25 helping to feed and clothe as nenbers of their international
26 extended famly; and
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WHEREAS, Reverend Ford continues to be a shining exanpl e of
Christian courtesy, charity, commtted service to the |ess
fortunate and famly devotion for his 14 children, two adopted
children, 61 grandchildren, 98 great-grandchildren and
great - great -grandchil dren; and

VWHEREAS, one of his greatest joys cane on Cctober 28, 1993,
the |l ast Thursday in the nonth, when God called Theodore to the
mnistry at the age of 71; and

VWHEREAS, with unfailing endurance and strength as the
Associ ate Pastor of Holly Grove M ssionary Baptist Church in
Dunleith, Mssissippi, just a fewmles fromthe plantation where
he once |lived and worked, Reverend Ford continues the mnistry of
Wi nning souls to Christ and inspiring all people to put God first
in their lives; and

VWHEREAS, a devoted husband during the years of his wife's
i1l ness and being a prine exanple to the commttal vow of "until
death do us part,"” Reverend Ford' s lifelong |ove, Essie, was
called to her eternal honme on Saturday, October 2, 2004, just
seven days before their 65th year weddi ng anni versary; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
commend the |ife of such a noble and giving individual as Reverend
Ford, who is truly one of his comunity's unsung heroes and an
anbassador for Christ:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
comend and congratul ate the Reverend Theodore Rosevelt Ford on
the occasion of his 85th birthday cel ebration and extend war nmest
wi shes for continued health, love, Christian fellowship and
devotion for many nore years to cone.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to Reverend Ford and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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