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Representati ve Hi nes To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 117

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE, LEGACY AND ACCOWMPLI SHMENTS
OF DR. WALTER TURNBULL, FOUNDER OF THE BOYS CHO R OF HARLEM AND
EXPRESSI NG DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HHS FAM LY AND FRI ENDS UPON HI S
PASSI NG

VWHEREAS, Dr. Walter Turnbull, born July 19, 1944, in
Geenville, Mssissippi, departed this earthly life on Friday,
March 23, 2007, at the age of 62 after a lengthy battle with
cancer, to enter into eternal rest wwth his Heavenly Fat her,
causing great sorrow and loss to his famly and friends; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Turnbull won a nusic scholarship to Tougal oo
Col | ege, where he studied classical nusic and vocal performnce,
and after graduation noved to New York in 1968 with dreans of
bei ng an operatic tenor; and

VWHEREAS, in addition to continuing his education at the
Manhattan School of Misic, Dr. Turnbull began performng with the
New Yor k Phil harnmoni ¢ and the Phil adel phia Orchestras; and

VWHEREAS, while working toward a doctorate at the Manhattan
School of Misic, he began a choir as an after-school nusic program
in the basenent of Harlem s Ephesus Sevent h-day Adventist Church
in 1968, whose popularity grew rapidly before eventually being
established as the internationally renowned performnce group; and

VWHEREAS, incorporated as the Boys Choir of Harlemin 1975,

t he group, which usually included about 150 boys, eventually
spawned a 600-student school, the Choir Acadeny of Harlem which
offered a full academ c programin G ades 4 through 12; and

VWHEREAS, from nodest begi nnings in the basenent of the
church | ocated on 123rd Street, the choir went on to sing for

presidents, world di plomats and popes, reflecting Dr. Turnbull's
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belief that musical training focuses the m nd and hel ps any child
succeed in life; and

VWHEREAS, it has been cel ebrated around the world for its
ecl ectic nusical standards, varying from performnces of Handel to
spirituals, jazz and pop; and

VWHEREAS, based on the success of the Boys Choir, Dr. Turnbul
founded the Grls Choir of Harlemin 1988; and

VWHEREAS, for his remarkable work with inner city youth, who
could have easily fallen prey to the many soci etal nenaces and
deviant tenptations, Dr. Turnbull received the National Medal of
Arts fromPresident Cinton in 1997 and many ot her honors,
i ncl udi ng being naned to the New York Black 100 by the Schonburg
Center for Research in Black Culture; and

VWHEREAS, though he has traversed the rivers of life to now
stand on gol den heavenly shores, the |egacy of his teaching and
profound i npact on the lives of nore than 7,000 young nmen wl |
thrive in the hearts of those who were privileged to experience
growt h under his tutelage and inspiration, including his surviving
siblings: Horace Turnbull, Samvy J. Turnbull and Mary Webster;
nephew, Representative John W Hines, Sr.; and |legislative nenbers
of the Tougal oo Alumi, Representatives Wllie L. Bailey, Edward
Bl ackmon, Jr., Mary H Coleman, WIllie J. Perkins, Sr., and Rufus
E. Straughter; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze the acconplishments and comend the |ife and success of
one of our great state's native sons, such as a naster mnusician as
Dr. Turnbull, whose remarkabl e career has brought great pride to
the affiliates of the Harl em Boys Choir and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend the life, |legacy and acconplishnments of Dr. Walter

Turnbul I, founder of the Boys Choir of Harlem extend our
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condol ences and express deepest synpathy to his famly and friends

upon hi s passi ng.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to the fam |y nenbers of Dr. Turnbull and to the nenbers

of the Capitol
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ST: Dr. Walter Turnbull; comrend |ife and
| egacy of founder of the Boys Choir of Harlem
upon his passing.



