M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

Represent ati ves Huddl eston, Di ckson, To: Rules

Col eman (65th), Bailey, Banks, Broonfield,
Buck, Cal houn, Clark, Ellis, Harrison, Hines,
M ddl et on, Gardner, Robinson (63rd),

St raught er, Thomas, Watson, Young
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HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 99

A RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG AND COMVENDI NG THE DEDI CATED SERVI CE
OF RO WLLIAVM5, LEWS YOUNCER, Jr., AND WALTER CROSBY UPON BEI NG
THE FI RST AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN MEMBERS OF THE M SSI SSI PPI HI GHVWAY
PATROL.

VWHEREAS, t hroughout Anerican history, African Anmericans have
contributed to the construction of the foundation of this nation
by setting benchmarks of excellence by which others could pattern
t hensel ves after; and

VWHEREAS, R O. WIlianms, Lewis Younger, Jr., and Walter
Crosby, retired officers of the M ssissippi H ghway Patrol, fal
not hi ng short of this benchmark, as these three individuals
established a nmilestone in African-Anerican and M ssi ssi pp
hi story by becom ng the first African-American hi ghway patrol nen
and

WHEREAS, R. O. WIlianms, born Septenber 12, 1950, in MConb,
Pi ke County, Mssissippi, to Hllary and Letha WIlIlians, Sr.
graduated from Eva Gordon Attendance Center in 1968, attended
Utica Junior College from 1968-1970 and graduated from Tougal oo
Col | ege; and

VWHEREAS, M. WIllians entered patrol school June 18, 1972,
one of 50 nenbers of Cass No. 12 and one of 32 who successfully
conpl et ed acadeny coursework and training, graduating on Septenber
1, 1972; and

VWHEREAS, having retired fromthe patrol in 1996 as Master
Sergeant of Investigation after 24 years of distinguished service,
M. WIlianms has since been enployed with the United States

Mar shal Service, the M ssissippi State Senate as Sergeant-at - Ar s,
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the United States Census Bureau and presently working with the
M ssi ssippi State Capitol Police; and

VWHEREAS, Lew s Younger, Jr., born Septenber 8, 1950, in Eden,
M ssi ssippi, on the outskirts of Yazoo Cty, to Lews, Sr., and
Mary Younger, graduated from N. D. Taylor H gh School in 1968 and
attended Jackson State University; and

VWHEREAS, M. Younger entered patrol school June 18, 1972, one
of 50 nmenbers of Cass No. 12 and one of 32 who successfully
conpl eted acadeny coursework and training, graduating on Septenber
1, 1972; and

VWHEREAS, having retired fromthe patrol in 1992 as Mj or
after 20 years of distinguished service, M. Younger currently
serves as the City of Jackson's Code Enforcenent Oficer and
ref erees hi gh school basketball; and

WHEREAS, Walter Crosby, born May 29, 1950, in Hattiesburg,
M ssissippi, to OC and Oeo Crosby, graduated from Rowan Hi gh
School in 1968 and attended the University of Southern M ssissipp
for two years; and

VWHEREAS, M. Crosby entered patrol school June 18, 1972, one
of 50 nenbers of Cass No. 12 and one of 32 who successfully
conpl eted acadeny coursework and training, graduating on Septenber
1, 1972; and

VWHEREAS, having retired fromthe patrol in 1982 as Sergeant
after 10 years of distinguished service; and

VWHEREAS, due to great strides of these individuals to
transcend barriers and nuances to blaze a trail for other aspiring
| aw enforcenent officers to follow, M ssissippi's |aw enforcenent
personnel are anong the nation's elite in serving and protecting
the state's popul ace, holding fast to the "Virtue Et Arm s"
coat-of-arns; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze these

remar kabl e i ndividuals and their efforts to become shining
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exanpl es of excell ence, depicting the power of perseverance and
determ nation to effectuate change in our state's history:

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend the dedicated service of RO WIIlians, Lew s Younger,
Jr., and Walter Crosby upon being the first African-Anerican
menbers of the M ssissippi H ghway Patrol and extend sincere
wi shes for continued success in all their future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to RO WIllianms, Lewis Younger, Jr., Walter Crosby and

to the nmenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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