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HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 84

A RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG THE HI STORY AND | MPACT OF THE
NESHOBA COUNTY FAI R AND EXTENDI NG CONGRATULATI ONS UPON I TS 118TH
ANNI VERSARY THI S YEAR 2007.

VWHEREAS, this year, 2007, marks the 118th anniversary of the
Neshoba County Fair, whose rich history entails |ivestock and
produce showcases, arts, crafts and handi work and the air of
politicians politicking around the old canp grounds; and

VWHEREAS, in 1889, a group of local farmers attended the
"Patron's Union" in Lake, M ssissippi, where farm produce and
animal s were shown, which was ultinmately arranged into a picnic in
t he Col dwat er community of Neshoba County where they showed farm
ani mal s, farm produce and wonen's handi work; and

VWHEREAS, after two successful picnics, the fair, originally

cal l ed the "Neshoba County Stock and Agricultural Fair," was
organi zed in 1891 when officers and a board of directors were
el ected; and

VWHEREAS, through the years, nmany staples of today's fair
remai n which were part of the early founders' vision of a true
county fair and remai ns a haven for sunmer gatherings and reunions
for famlies throughout the United States; and

VWHEREAS, the 600 individually owned cabins on the grounds
represent dwellings which have famly roots dating back to the
first fair and have been passed down for generations; and

VWHEREAS, the Neshoba County Fair boasts Mssissippi's only

Iicensed horse-racing track, where harness and runni ng horse races

have been held since 1894; and
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VWHEREAS, agricultural and honme exhibits remain a | arge part
of the fair's pulse, in addition to being | auded today as
M ssissippi's nmust-attend political forumfor candi dates seeking
of fice; and

VWHEREAS, each year since 1896 all statew de, district and
| ocal officials and candi dates have spoken during the annual
Neshoba County Fair; and

VWHEREAS, designated as a Historical District in 1980 and
havi ng the "Neshoba County Fair Association, Inc." and
"M ssissippi's G ant Houseparty" regi stered as national tradenarks
in 1983, the fair has been naned as one of the Southeastern
Tourisms Top 20 events on nunerous occasions and it has been
featured in national publications and nedia productions; and

WHEREAS, as a tourismevent, the Neshoba County Fair
generates significant resources for the |l ocal and state econom es
and remains the icon for which Phil adel phia and Neshoba County are
recogni zed; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
commend and recogni ze events which represent a part of
M ssissippi's proud culture and heritage as the Neshoba County
Fair, which has garnered national acclaimand vested the citizens
of Neshoba County and the entire State of M ssissippi with a great
sense of pride:

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
recogni ze the history and i npact of the Neshoba County Fair,
extend congratul ati ons upon the occasion of its 118th year
anni versary and express our fondest hope for its continued success
inall its future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the Board of Directors of the Neshoba County Fair and

to the nmenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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