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Represent ati ves Parker, Patterson To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 83

A RESCLUTI ON URGA NG THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE
OF M SSI SSI PPI TO RECOGNI ZE AUGUST 17 THROUGH AUGUST 29, 2007, AS
A TI ME OF HURRI CANE AWARENESS AND PREPAREDNESS OBSERVATI ON.

WHEREAS, history teaches that a | ack of hurricane awareness
and preparation are common t hreads anong all major hurricane
di sasters; and

VWHEREAS, by sinply knowi ng one's |level of vulnerability and
what appropriate actions should be taken, the effects of a
hurri cane di saster can be greatly reduced; and

VWHEREAS, both public and private entities should devel op
energency response and recovery plans in accordance with |ocal
jurisdictions and | ocal energency managenent offices; and

WHEREAS, the best defense is preparedness and public
educati on about the dangers of high winds, stormsurge, flooding
and tornadoes that may occur for hundreds of mles in conjunction
with a hurricane or tropical storm and

VWHEREAS, hurricanes devastate our communities, endangering
t housands of human |ives and causing billions of dollars in
property danmage, and their fierce and destructive power al one
requires that we all take steps to reduce our vulnerability to
this natural hazard; and

WHEREAS, according to the Federal Enmergency Managenent Agency
(FEMA) and the National Oceanic and At nospheric Adm nistration, an
average of 10 tropical storns devel op annually over the Atlantic
Ocean, Caribbean Sea and Gul f of Mexico; and

VWHEREAS, every year, an average of six of these storns grow

strong enough to becone hurricanes, accounting for approximtely
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five hurricanes which strike the United States coastline every
three years, two of which will have wi nds exceeding 111 m | es per
hour, qualifying themas major hurricanes; and

VWHEREAS, nore than 50 mllion people |live al ong
hurri cane-prone coastlines in the United States, with mllions of
tourists visiting these areas annual ly; and

WHEREAS, during this tine of M ssissippi Hurricane Awareness
and Preparedness Cbservation, we encourage those who live in
coastal areas, as well as all concerned M ssissippians, to be nore
vigilant in preparing for hurricanes and other natural disasters
before they occur; and

VWHEREAS, by pronoting awareness of hurricane hazards and
hel ping with relief efforts when these powerful storms strike, we
can reduce the risks of hurricane damage and hel p our nei ghbors
recover nore quickly fromtheir devastating effects; and

VWHEREAS, with preparation, forecasting and coordi nation, we
can save lives and inprove our state's ability to wthstand the
i npact of hurricanes:

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
recogni ze August 17 through August 29, 2007, as the tinme of
Hurri cane Awareness and Preparedness (bservation in the State of
M ssi ssippi, and call on governnment agencies, private
organi zati ons, schools, news nedia, and residents in
hurri cane-prone areas to share infornmation about hurricane
pr epar edness and response in order to hel p prevent storm damage
and save |ives.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to Ms. Dana Nel son and to the nenbers of the Capitol

Press Cor ps.

H R No. 83 *HRO3/ R2172*

07/ HRO3/ R2172 ST:  Hurricane awareness and preparedness;

PAGE 2 (DJ\LH) recogni ze August 17 through August 29, 2007, as

observation of in M ssissippi.



