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Representati ve Hol | and To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 76

A RESCLUTI ON TO CREATE THE HOUSE ASTHVA STRATEGQ C PLANNI NG
STUDY COW TTEE TO STUDY THE BURDEN OF ASTHVA | N CH LDREN AND
ADULTS I N M SSI SSI PPl AND PRI ORI TI ZE THE STRATEG ES TO REDUCE THE
BURDEN OF THE DI SEASE

VWHEREAS, asthma is one of the nost chronic health conditions
in the world, affecting over 20 mllion people in the United
States and 325,687 in M ssissippi in 2003; and

VWHEREAS, asthma is the Nunmber One reason for schoo
absenteeismin M ssissippi and nationw de; and

VWHEREAS, asthma is responsible for nore than 500, 000
hospitalizations and 5,000 deaths nationw de; and

VWHEREAS, asthma costs our nation approximately $11 billion
per year in health care costs; and

VWHEREAS, asthnma results in alnost $5 billion in additional
costs due to worker absenteeismand | ost productivity nationw de;
and

VWHEREAS, asthma is the nost common chil dhood di sorder,
af fecting approxi mtely 12.8% (96, 835) of children under 18 years
of age in Mssissippi in 2003; and

VWHEREAS, asthma accounted for 3,585 energency roomvisits in
chil dren under 15 years old in 2003; and

VWHEREAS, 237 M ssi ssippians di ed due to asthma between 1999
and 2003, including 11 children under 15 years old; and

VWHEREAS, asthma preval ence is higher in M ssissippians with
| oner inconmes, those with I ess than high school education, adult

femal es and nonwhite adults:
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That there is created
the House Asthma Strategic Planning Study Commttee, which shal
study the burden of asthma in children and adults in M ssissippi,
and priortize the strategies to reduce the burden of the disease
as provided in the Mssissippi State Asthma Pl an 2006- 2010, set
forth by the statewi de Asthma Coalition of M ssissippi, to address
asthma through a col |l aborative public health approach thereby
i nproving the health status of M ssissippians with asthma

The study commttee shall consist of four nmenbers of the
House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker, and one nenber
or representative of each of the follow ng agenci es and
organi zations: State Departnent of Health - Asthma Program
Di vision of Medicaid, Mssissippi Departnent of Environnental
Quality, State Departnent of Education - Superintendent's office,
M ssi ssi ppi School Nurse Associ ation, Anerican Lung Associ ati on of
M ssi ssippi, State and School Enpl oyees Life and Health | nsurance
Pl an, M ssissippi Chapter of the American Acadeny of Pediatrics,
and Bl ue Cross and Blue Shield of M ssissippi.

Wthin thirty days after adoption of this resolution, the
Speaker shall appoint the House nenbers of the study conmttee and
t he agenci es and organi zati ons having nenbers or representatives
on the commttee shall designate their nmenber or representative to
the commttee. Wthin fifteen days after the period designated
for maki ng appointnents, on a day to be designated by the Speaker,
the coonmttee shall neet and organize by selecting fromits
nmenbership a chairman and a vice chairman. The vice chairman w ||
serve as secretary and is responsible for keeping all records of
the commttee. A mgjority of the nenbers of the commttee
constitutes a quorum An affirmative vote of a majority of the
committee is required in the transaction of all business. Al

menbers nmust be notified in witing of all neetings, and those
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notices nmust be mailed at | east five days before the date on which
a neeting is to be held.

Menbers of the study commttee who are not legislators, state
officials or state enpl oyees shall be conpensated at the per diem
rate authorized by Section 25-3-69 and shall be reinbursed in
accordance wth Section 25-3-41 for m | eage and actual expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties. Legislative nenbers
of the commttee shall be paid fromthe contingent expense funds
of their respective houses in the sane manner as provided for
commttee neetings when the Legislature is not in session,
however, no per diemor expense for attending neetings of the
committee nmay be paid while the Legislature is in session. A
conmm ttee nenber may not incur per diem travel or other expenses
unl ess previously authorized by vote, at a neeting of the
commttee, which action nust be recorded in the official mnutes
of the nmeeting. Nonlegislative nenbers will be paid from any
funds nade available to the conmttee for that purpose.

The study comm ttee shall make a report of its findings and
recommendati ons, including any recomrended | egislation, to the
House of Representatives before Decenber 1, 2007. Upon

presentation of its report to the House, the commttee shall be

di ssol ved.
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