M SSI SSI PPl LEJ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007
By: Representatives Martinson, Baker (74th), To: Rules

Bl ackmon, Col eman (65th), Denny, Gunn, Smith
(27t h)

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 73

A RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE
MADI SON- RI DGELAND ACADEMY PATRI OTS BOYS AND G RLS BASKETBALL TEAMS
ON W NNI NG THE M SSI SSI PPl PRI VATE SCHOOL ASSCOCI ATI ON OVERALL
STATE CHAMPI ONSHI PS.

VWHEREAS, t he Madi son- Ri dgel and Acadeny Patriots Boys and
G rls Basketball Teans made history by wi nning the M ssissipp
Private School Association (MPSA) Overall State Chanpi onships; and
VWHEREAS, t he Madi son- Ri dgel and Acadeny (MRA) Patriots and
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Lady Patriots have never won the boys and girls MPSA Overall State

10 Chanpionship sinmultaneously in the school's history, until this

11 outstanding victory, and the last tine such a remarkabl e

12 acconplishnent was made in the MPSA was 26 years ago; and

13 VWHEREAS, t hroughout their outstandi ng seasons, the Lady

14 Patriots and Patriots participated in several playoffs, which

15 included victories as the AAA Division | Chanpions and the AAA

16 Chanpions; and

17 VWHEREAS, coached by Stephen Force, the Lady Patriots had an
18 inpressive record of 39-6 for the year, and the boys who are

19 coached by Ri chard Duease had an outstanding record of 36-4; and
20 VWHEREAS, during the overall tournanent, the Lady Patriots

21 outscored their opponents by a conbined score of 149-124, and the
22 Patriots had a conbi ned score of 202-142 which denonstrates the

23 talents and skills that the team nenbers displayed; and

24 VWHEREAS, the Patriots' win in the overall tournanment was nade
25 even nore nenorabl e because the boys teami s head coach, Richard

26 Duease, had undergone successful heart surgery the very day of the
27 tournanent and the team was even nore inspired to win while they
28 were skillfully guided in the tournanment by Coach Ross Hail ey; and
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WHEREAS, Coach Duease and Coach Force superbly coached and
inspired the Patriots and Lady Patriots and broadened the players
knowl edge of the gane and refined their skills in execution; and

WHEREAS, the MRA Patriots and Lady Patriots have devel oped a
W nni ng and cooperative spirit and a superb degree of
sportsmanship, and their activities and attitude refl ect great
credit upon the individual players and their coaches and bring
great honor to MRA, and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and conmend excel | ence, such as the athletic superiority
of the MRA Lady Patriots and Patriots, especially when displ ayed
by the young people of our state, who are its future:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend and congratul ate the Madi son- R dgel and Acadeny Boys and
G rls Basketball Teans and Coaches Duease, Hailey and Force for
t heir outstandi ng 2006- 2007 season, for w nning the MPSA Overal
Tour nament St ate Chanpi onships and for displaying tirel ess
devotion to their athletic endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furni shed to Madi son-Ri dgel and Acadeny, Coaches Duease, Hail ey and

Force and to the menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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