M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Ellis, Dickson, Espy, To: Rules
Harri son
HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 42
1 A RESOLUTI ON COVWWENDI NG THE OUTSTANDI NG ACCOVPLI SHVENTS OF
2 DR RICHARD HOLMES, THE FI RST AFRI CAN AMERI CAN TO ENROLL AT
3 M SSISSI PPl STATE UNI VERSI TY.
4 VWHEREAS, Dr. Richard Holnes, the first African American to
5 enroll at Mssissippi State University (MSU) has nade many
6 outstandi ng acadenmi ¢ and professional acconplishnments; and
7 VWHEREAS, born on February 17, 1944, in Chicago to his |oving
8 parents, Horace and M nnie Holmes, Dr. Holnes was reared in
9 Starkville, Mssissippi, by Ms. Eliza Hunter, a famly friend,
10 known as his bel oved "grandnot her"; and
11 VWHEREAS, Dr. Hol mes, who was taught the inportance of
12 honesty, faith and receiving an education, graduated from
13 segregated Henderson Hi gh School in 1963 and afterwards attended
14 Wley College in Texas before transferring to MsU, and
15 VWHEREAS, on Sunday, June 19, 1965, over 41 years ago, Dr.
16 Holnes enrolled at MSU where through his bravery and perseverance
17 opened the door for other mnorities to receive an education from
18 not only MSU but al so other public schools; and
19 VWHEREAS, Dr. Hol mes, a nman of resolve, graduated from MSU in
20 1969 after taking night and correspondence classes due to
21 financial constraints; and
22 WHEREAS, after receiving his degree, Dr. Holnmes dutifully
23 served in the United States Arny for two years and afterwards
24 returned to MSU and conpleted a naster's degree in mcrobiol ogy
25 and nutrition in 1973; and
26 VWHEREAS, Dr. Holmes went on to fulfill his dream of becom ng
27 a medical doctor and finished nmedical school at M chigan State
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University in 1977 and hel ped those in need for 23 years as an
energency room doctor in Birm ngham Al abama; and

WHEREAS, after returning to Col unbus, M ssissippi, in 2003,
along with his lovely wwfe, Judie, Dr. Holnmes was hired as a
canpus physician by his alm mater, MU, where he touches the
lives of students and serves as a role nodel and nentor; and

VWHEREAS, as a testanment of the canpus and nedi cal career
achi evenments of Dr. Holnes, MSU naned its cultural diversity
center after him which speaks vol unes of the nonunenta
contributions that he has made in the field of nedicine, as well
as culturally; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and conmmend t he excell ence of an individual such as Dr.
Ri chard Hol mes whose groundbreaki ng academ ¢ and pr of essi onal
contributions have positively affected this great state as a
whol e:

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
comend t he outstandi ng acconplishnents of Dr. Richard Hol nes and
extend warnest w shes for nuch success in all his future
endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to Dr. Richard Hol nes and to the nenbers of the Capito

Press Corps.
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