M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Perkins, Flaggs, To: Rules
Bl ackmon, Cockerham Col eman (29th), Evans,
Frederi cks, Huddl eston, Ml one, Myers, Scott,

VWhittington
HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 38
1 A RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF MS. WLLYE B.
2 WHTE, THE FI RST AMERI CAN AND AFRI CAN- AMERI CAN FEMALE TO APPEAR | N
3 FIVE OLYMPI CS AND EXPRESS OUR SYMPATHY UPON HER PASSI NG
4 VWHEREAS, the world |ost an athletic icon when WIllye B.
5 Wite, the first Anerican and first African-Anmerican fermale to
6 appear in five AQynpics, passed this |life at age 67; and
7 VWHEREAS, in 1981, the State of M ssissippi recognized the
8 athletic contributions nade by Ms. Wiite by inducting her into the
9 Mssissippi Sports Hall of Fane; and

10 VWHEREAS, al t hough she passed as a Chicago resident, she was a
11 daughter of the M ssissippi Delta, because she was born in the

12 tiny Mssissippi Delta town of Money and raised in the G eeenwood
13 area; and

14 VWHEREAS, she was an exceptional athlete and enthusiastically
15 exhibited her athletic prowess during a time when it wasn't al

16 that socially acceptable for girls to excel in sports; and

17 VWHEREAS, in spite of the times, she broke | oose fromthe

18 poverty of the Delta and attended Tennessee State University from
19 1959-1962 and achi eved national acclaimwith the sane Tigerbelle
20 teamthat produced WI m Rudol ph; and

21 VWHEREAS, she was often called Tom Sawer because she ran

22 barefoot just as well as she did in shoes; and

23 VWHEREAS, as history tells us, she abandoned runni ng bar ef oot
24 to becone a polished, amazing athlete; and

25 VWHEREAS, as evi dence of her polished talent, she appeared in
26 every A ynpics between 1956 and 1972, winning two silver nedals,
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one in the long junp in 1956 and the other in the 4x100 neter
relay in 1964; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and conmmend native M ssissippi athletes who have
contributed to history by gaining national acclaimin their sport:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we conmend t he
life and | egacy of Ms. Wllye B. Wite, the first Anerican and
first African-Anmerican female to appear in five Aynpics and
express our synpathy upon her passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the famly of Ms. Wllye B. Wite and nenbers of the

Capitol Press Corps.
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