M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative \Wat hersby To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 37

1 A RESOLUTI ON COVMENDI NG THE LI FE AND CONTRI BUTI ONS OF MR SAM
2 BARLOW PARKER TO EDUCATI ON, THI' S STATE AND H'S COMMUNI TY I N THE
3 TOMN OF FLORENCE, M SSI SSIPPI .
4 VWHEREAS, born in Harrisville, Mssissippi, on March 3, 1922,
5 M. Sam Barl ow Parker got his hunbl e begi nning and work ethic
6 while being reared on a Harrisville farmand working on two of his
7 uncle's farns; and
8 WHEREAS, after graduating fromHarrisville H gh School in
9 1939, M. Parker attended Copi ah-Lincoln Junior College (Co-Lin)
10 and continued to work on the famly farmin addition to working
11 for the athletic departnent at Co-Lin before transferring to
12 M ssissippi A&M which | ater changed to M ssissippi State Coll ege,
13 and is now known as M ssissippi State University, where he worked
14 in the cafeteria and at the YMCA and earned a degree in education;
15 and
16 VWHEREAS, M. Parker joined the United States Arny and
17 reported to Canp Shel by on May 2, 1943, shortly after the war's
18 onset, underwent six weeks of basic training and spent
19 approximately one year at Canp Lee, Virginia, before being
20 deployed for a two-year tour of conbat duty in the South Pacific;
21 and
22 VWHEREAS, M. Parker comenced his teaching career upon his
23 return frommlitary service at |Inverness Hi gh School, where he
24 remained for a year teaching vocational agriculture before noving
25 to Florence to run a grocery store with his brothers, Roy and Bud;
26 and
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WHEREAS, it was also during this tinme that M. Parker began
teachi ng and coaching boys and girls basketball at Florence High
School, forging lasting relationships with his ex-players and
students; and

VWHEREAS, M. Parker served as Principal of Florence Hi gh
School before being naned Superintendent of the Florence School s,
a position wherein he was able to recruit many out standi ng
teachers, adm ni strators and coaches and built a new high school
in 1965 before leaving later that year to becone the Assistant
Superi ntendent of Education in Madi son County and then Rankin
County before eventually becom ng the Federal Prograns Director
for the M ssissippi Departnent of Education; and

VWHEREAS, after 17 years in the Departnent of Education, M.
Parker retired in 1986 to his honme in the Town of Florence, where
his i npact over the past 60 years has been significant, not only
i n education, but as a foundi ng nenber of the Florence Lion's O ub
and many other civic contributions; and

VWHEREAS, his |ove and dedication to his beloved hone is
reflected in the city namng a downtown street after himas well
as the old high school gymasium which is now the new m ddl e
school ; and

WHEREAS, M. Parker, who lost his loving wife, Maude Ellen
Parker, to cancer in 1961, has enjoyed the days of his retirenent
to the fullest with sons, Randy and Bob, and their famlies and
M ssissippi State University athletics, in addition to serving on
the Region 8 Mental Health Board and the Hi nds Community Col | ege
Board for Rankin County; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and conmend excellence in the lives of such a renarkabl e
i ndi vidual as M. Parker, whose contribution to education in
M ssi ssippi has had long |lasting and far reaching effects upon the
lives of many M ssi ssippians and students throughout the southern
regi on:

H R No. 37 *HRO3/ R2036*

07/ HRO3/ R2036
PAGE 2 (DJ\LH)



60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend the |ife and contributions of M. Sam Barl ow Parker to
education throughout the state and for his diligence in service to
his hone community of Florence, M ssissippi, and extend sincere
and heartfelt w shes for continued health, |ove, joy and success
in all of his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to M. Sam Barl ow Parker and to the nenbers of the

Capitol Press Corps.

H R No. 37 *HRO3/ R2036*
07/ HRO3/ R2036 ST: Sam Barl ow Parker; comend |life and
PAGE 3 (DJ\LH) contributions to education, this state and his

comuni ty of Florence, M ssissippi.



