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Represent ati ves Buck, Wods, Gadd To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 23

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF MRS. BERN CE
E. TOITTEN AND EXPRESSI NG DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HER FAM LY AND
FRI ENDS UPON HER PASSI NG

VWHEREAS, Bernice E. Totten, born Septenber 1, 1921, departed
this earthly life on Wednesday, January 31, 2007, to enter into
eternal rest with her Heavenly Father, causing great sorrow and
loss to her famly and friends; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Totten attended M Coll ege where she received a
teaching certificate that allowed her to teach school at
Strickland School under the tutelage of Ms. Euretha King and
Uni on Val |l ey School under the tutelage of Ms. Susie Matthews
bef ore undergoi ng an ei ght-week training program at Tuskegee
Institute in 1968 to receive a teaching certificate in early
chi | dhood education and additional studies at Rust Coll ege through
the Head Start Program and

VWHEREAS, deened a trailblazer all of her life, Ms. Totten
hel ped in founding the Child Devel opment Group of M ssissipp
(CbaV), which was the first Head Start Program | ater changed to
| CS Head Start, one of many programnms originating fromthe civil
rights struggle; and

VWHEREAS, before her involvenent with CDGM and I CS, Ms.
Totten was very active in the civil rights novenent, comenci ng
her work with voter registration drives in the 1950s, aiding in
freedom sunmers by housing freedomriders in her home, which
becanme the distribution headquarters for donated itens sent from

the North; and
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WHEREAS, M's. Totten overcane obstacles that presented
t hemsel ves during the tinme she sought public office, winning the
of fice of road supervisor in 1974 and progressing to serve three
addi tional consecutive terns, claimng the honor of being the
first African-Anerican road supervisor in Marshall County and the
first African-Anmerican female to hold that position in the entire
state; and

WHEREAS, after her retirenment as supervisor, during which
time she was faithfullly supported by her |ate husband, Napol eon
Totten and their 13 children, Ms. Totten engaged all the nore in
hel ping the residents of her community, diligently executing the
service of a Christian and servant; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
commend the |ife of such an outstanding individual as Ms. Totten,
whose |ife was a beacon of hope and a ray of sunshine for all who
have been privileged to be in her conpany:

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend the |ife and | egacy of Ms. Bernice E. Totten and express
deepest synpathy to her famly and friends upon her passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the famly of Ms. Totten and to the nenbers of the

Capitol Press Corps.
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