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The Entire Menbership To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 9

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE, LEGACY AND ACCOWPLI SHMENTS
OF THE HONORABLE LEONARD MORRI'S, REPRESENTATI VE FROM HOUSE
D STRICT 11, FOR H' S MANY YEARS OF QUTSTANDI NG AND DEDI CATED
SERVI CE TO THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl AND EXPRESSI NG
DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO H'S FAM LY UPON HI S PASSI NG

VWHEREAS, Leonard Morris, a 16-year nmenber of the House of
Representatives fromDistrict 11, which includes Panola and Tate
Counties, departed this earthly life on Friday, January 12, 2007,
to enter into eternal rest with his heavenly father, causing great
sorrow and loss to his family and friends; and

VWHEREAS, Representative Mdrris was born on Septenber 15,

1947, the youngest child of WIlliam M and Azal ee Houston Morris
and grew up in Batesville, Mssissippi, later earning degrees from
Nort hwest M ssi ssippi Conmunity Col |l ege and the University of

M ssi ssi ppi and attending the University of Okl ahoma Econom c

Devel opnent Institute, before beginning his career as a public
servant by becom ng Executive Director of the North Delta Pl anning
and Devel opnment District and serving on the Panola County School
Board; and

VWHEREAS, he began his service as a |egislator when he becane
a nmenber of the M ssissippi House of Representatives in 1993,
gaining his stature as a statesman by rising fromfreshman
| awmaker to Vice Chairnman of the House WAays and Means Comnittee,
where his experience in econom c devel opnment proved an inval uabl e
asset to the commttee, and culmnating in his 2004 appointnment to
serve as Chairman of the House Medicaid Cormittee, in addition to
serving as a nenber of the House Constitution, Education, Fees and

Sal aries of Public Oficers and Miunicipalities Conmmttees; and
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VWHEREAS, during his tenure in the House, Representative
Morris denponstrated a steadfast commtnent to his constituency,
positioning hinself to take a leading role in virtually every
meani ngf ul econom c devel opnent, educational, health care and
nmedi cal i nsurance reform neasure that has been addressed by the
M ssi ssi ppi Legislature; and

VWHEREAS, denonstrating that he was one of the rare | eaders
who was able to lead effectively while pronoting and protecting
the strength of the Legislature, Representative Mrris was known
to be a fair and evenhanded steward of the | egislative process
with a cal mand respectful deneanor towards his coll eagues and a
willing and tenacious spirit to act in the best interests of the
citizens of this state; and

VWHEREAS, Representative Mrris' |eadership abilities have
been recogni zed nationally, having served on the Energy and
Envi ronment Committee of the Southern Legislative Conference of
the Council of State Governnents and as a nenber of the Board of
Trustees for the Sout hern Association of Coll eges and School s
(SACS), serving as president during the nerger of SACS and the
North Central Association; and

VWHEREAS, Representative Mirris was wdely admred for his
talent in building consensus anongst his | egislative coll eagues,
regardl ess of the issue at hand, and the nenbers of the House
relied on that talent in the face of challenging |egislative
del i berations; and

VWHEREAS, in addition to his career as a realtor and
statesman, Representative Mirris was a faithful nmenber of Concord
M ssionary Baptist Church, as well|l as a devoted husband to w fe,

Bel i nda Faye Morris, and father of two daughters, Lenora and

Lillian, who have supported their husband and father in all of his

endeavors; and

VWHEREAS, having served his constituents and the entire
citizenry of Mssissippi to the utnost of his ability during his
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| egi sl ative career, the contributions that Representative Mrris
have made w ||l never be forgotten, as the nenbers of the House of
Represent atives express their sincere appreciation for the life of
Representative Mirris, for his dedicated service to the peopl e of
the State of M ssissippi and for the personal sacrifices that he
has made on their behal f:

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, That we do hereby comrend the life, |egacy and
acconplishnents of our friend and col | eague, the Honorabl e
Representative Leonard Murris, for all that he has neant to the
M ssi ssi ppi House of Representatives and for his unmatched
contributions to the people of the State of M ssissippi, and
express our deepest synpathy to his famly upon his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the fam |y of Representative Mirris and to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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