M SSI SSI PPl LEJ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007
By: Representatives Martinson, Baker (74th), To: Rules

Col eman (65th), Denny, Smith (27th), AKins,
Bl ackmon, Fl enming, Stevens, Brown

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 114

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG, COMMENDI NG AND

2  CONGRATULATI NG CELLULAR SQUTH AND I TS M SSI SSI PPl EMPLOYEES, FOR

3 PROVI DI NG M SSI SSI PPl ANOTHER HOMEGROWN SUCCESS STORY | N THE

4 H GHLY COVPETI TI VE TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS AND W RELESS | NDUSTRY, WVHI LE

5 SI MULTANEQUSLY EMBRACI NG AND EXPANDI NG A SPIRI'T OF | NTECGRI TY,

6 DEVOTED CUSTOMER SERVI CE AND UNVWAVERI NG Cl VI C M NDEDNESS.

7 VWHEREAS, Cellular South has grown froma small rural

8 tel ephone conpany in Southwest M ssissippi in the early 1950s,

9 Franklin Tel ephone Conpany, to the largest privately held cellular
10 conpany in the United States today, with nore than 850 enpl oyees;
11 and
12 VWHEREAS, Cellul ar South's success has been driven
13 overwhelmngly with people in and from M ssi ssippi, just as was
14 the case when Franklin Tel ephone Conpany, under the ownership and
15 rmanagenent of the |ate Wade H. Creeknore, Sr., served the people
16 of Meadville and Bude and other rural comunities; and
17 VWHEREAS, Cellular South, in its approach to provide unnatched
18 personal service, unparalleled wireless coverage and innovative
19 products has becone, not sinply an industry conpetitor, but a
20 leader in the wireless industry with which other wrel ess
21 conpani es nust conpete; and
22 VWHEREAS, being a M ssi ssippi-based and -focused conpany wth
23 which others nmust conpete, Cellular South has benefited
24 M ssi ssippians by raising market standards in coverage density,

25 products and pricing; and

26 VWHEREAS, the economic inpact of Cellular South is felt not
27 only inits direct enployee payroll and benefits, but inits
28 secondary econom c inpact, which, as estinmated by M ssissippi
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institutions of higher |earning, includes hundreds nore additional
jobs and mllions of dollars in taxes; and

VWHEREAS, follow ng the worst national disaster in the history
of the United States, Hurricane Katrina, and because of
| ongstandi ng and cl ose personal ties with individuals and, in
general, the community in which it was started in 1988, the
M ssi ssippi Gulf Coast, Cellular South preplanned and was able to
restore 60 percent of its service on the coast one day foll ow ng
the hurricane, 80 percent tw days after the storm and 100
percent after nine days, as so recognized by the M ssissipp
Senate in Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 538 in 2006; and

VWHEREAS, instead of finding satisfaction with its service
restoration followng Hurricane Katrina, Cellular South and its
enpl oyees from M ssissippi and the GQulf Coast, in preparation for
future disasters, has installed a permanent primary and m crowave
transm ssion systemaround the Gulf Coast and South M ssi ssippi,
and thereby, will no longer be reliant on land |ine connectivity,
whi ch sonmetinmes is subject to mal function especially during storns
and tidal surges; and

VWHEREAS, Cellular South, in addition to providing over $1.5
mllion, in scholarships and endowrents to M ssissipp
uni versities, being a generous sponsor of community and charitable
events, and nmaking nmajor sports awards for college athletes, this
year inplenented a program the Cellular South Ganepl an, which is
designed to educate, notivate and inspire student athletes at the
hi gh school and junior high I evel to becone eligible to attend
col | ege; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
and commend the success, acconplishnents and contributions of
M ssi ssi ppi ans, whose dedication, foresight, and diligence in
t el ecommuni cations affords M ssissippi the great honor of being

hone to the nation's |largest privately held wirel ess provider:
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend t he success and acconplishnents
of Cellular South and its M ssissippi workforce, as innovators,
vi sionaries, but above all as a home-grown major wreless
corporation, and express sincere appreciation for choosing to cal
M ssi ssi ppi honme, and extend warnmest wi shes for continued success
in all of their future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the owners and managers of Cellular South, and to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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devot ed custoner service and civic kindness.



